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COMMENT IT 02
From:  “Deanne Pavlik” <deannep@spokanetribe.com>

To: <jblanchard@pn.usbr.gov>

Date:  Fri, Apr 11, 2003 9:14AM

Subject:  Banks Lake EIS Comments

See attached.

 

Deanne Pavlik

Spokane Tribe Of  Indians - LRFEP

deannep@spokanetribe.com

(509)258-7020 ext 24

(509)258-9600
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Spokane Tribal Natural Resources
P.O. Box 100  ?  Wellpinit, WA 99040  ?  (509) 258 – 9042  ?  fax 258 - 9600

Comments on the Banks Lake Environmental Impact Statement

Concerns primarily arise concerning lack of clarity surrounding the refill of Banks Lake

from Lake Roosevelt.  The purpose of the EIS is to describe and analyze the Bureau of

Reclamations proposed action to lower the August surface elevation of Banks Lake.  The

area included in the draft EIS consists of the “actual lake and its surrounding areas”.  The

reliance of Banks Lake on Lake Roosevelt for water suggests that Lake Roosevelt should

be included as a “surrounding area”.

However, the EIS does not address potential effects of changed hydro-operations at

Grand Coulee Dam.  Changes in hydro-operations in Lake Roosevelt shift water

residence times, elevation, outflow, etc, which directly impact the biota of Lake

Roosevelt.  For example, increased outflow through the 3rd powerhouse, as suggested in

the proposed action for the month of August, has the potential to increase entrainment

rates, resulting in greater losses of fish from Lake Roosevelt.

How agencies intend to address competing needs for Columbia River water, including

Banks Lake refill, flow augmentation for salmon, and Lake Roosevelt water residence

time and elevation goals as currently identified in the Biological Opinion, are unclear. 

Refill strategies the Bureau of Reclamation intends to implement to ensure Banks Lake is

refilled by the proposed deadline, and their potential effects on the reservoirs, have not

been addressed.  Of particular concern are strategies for refilling Banks Lake that may

rely on greater releases from Lake Roosevelt, and the effects those strategies may have

on Lake Roosevelt hydro-operations, water quality, and biota.

Deanne Pavlik

P.O. Box 480

Wellpinit, WA 99040

Phone  (509) 258 - 7020 ext. 24

Fax  (509) 258 – 9600

E-mail deannep@spokanetribe.com
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