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COMMENTS AND RESPONSES

Public Hearing

A public hearing was held in Grants Pass, Oregon, on February 16, 1995, at the Josephine
County Fairgrounds. The hearing record was held open until February 27, 1995, to accept
written testimony from thosc who could not attend the hearing or wished to add to their oral
remarks. A Transcript of Public Testimony is available for examination at local libraries, the
GPID oftice in Grants Pass, Oregon, and the Bureau of Reclamation Regional Oflice in Boise,
Idaho. Reclamation thanks all who participated in this public hearing.

The following individuals presented oral testimony at the hearing. Agency or organization
affiliation are shown where indicated by the individual in the hearing record.

Gordon S. Anderson, Mayor of Grants Pass, Grants Pass OR
Dennis Becklin, Grants Pass OR

Burton Blackwell, Grants Pass OR

Billy Boyce, Curry Guides Association, Grants Pass OR
Forest Bradficld, Grants Pass OR

Paul Brandon, Grants Pass OR

Gerald Briggs, Oregon Guides and Packers Assn., Grants Pass OR
E. Kendall Clarke, Ashland OR

Royal Deland, Mayor of Rogue River, Rogue River OR
Robert W. Dolson, Grants Pass OR

Walter Doucett Sr., Rogue River OR

Myra Frwin, Ashland OR

Ruth Feirich, Grants Pass OR

Mary C. Galwas, Grants Pass OR

Ron Garst, USFWS, Portland OR

Lloyd Gilbert, Grants Pass OR

Don Greenwood, Grants Pass OR

Robert Gross, Grants Pass OR

Harold Haugen, Josephine County Commissioner, Grants Pass OR
Elvin E. Hawkins, Rogue River OR

Claire Heil, Grants Pass OR

Randy Hinke, Grants Pass OR

I‘rank Hirst, Ashland OR

Don Huberty, Grants Pass OR

Bob Hunter, WaterWatch, Portland OR

Mike Jeweill, OWRC, Ashland OR

Bob Jones, Merlin OR

[..H. Kirtley, Grants Pass OR

Vivian Kirtley, Grants Pass OR

John MacDiarmid, Medford OR

Douglas M. McGeary, Medford OR



Tom McMuiray, GPID, Grants Pass OR

Homer D. Meeds, Jacksonville OR

Bernard S. Moore, Medford OR

Geneva Oran, Grants Pass OR

Gene Reedy, Grants Pass OR

Hank Rogers, Ashland OR

Emerson Roller, GGrants Pass OR

Jean Shaffer, Sierra Club, Oregon Chapter, Monmouth OR
John J. Shaw, Grants Pass OR

Iris Shores, Grants Pass OR

Gloria D. Smith, Portland OR

Dale M. Smith, Grants Pass OR

Eric Smith, Jacksonville OR

Bob Staal, Ashland OR

Liric Staal, Ashiand OR

Willis Stichl, Rogue River OR

Mark Swisher, Ashland OR

John Tefteller, Grants Pass OR.

Irv Unc, Medford OR

Diane Valantine, Oregon Natural Resources Council, Portland OR
Bob Waitts, Grants Pass OR

Kathleen Whisonant, Grants Pass OR

Lyle Woodcock, Josephine County Farm Bureau, Grants Pass OR

Thirteen of the speakers supplemented their oral comments with written statements. Twenty-
eight additional leiters of comment were received from the following:

Esther Bristol, Grants Pass OR

Michael-Marie Chaldu, Grants Pass OR

Jack and Bonnie Cromer, Grants Pass OR

Donald K. Denman, Medford OR

Phil I'riesen, Grants Pass OR

Louise Ramsey Fuller, Grants Pass OR

Ken and Krystal Garrison, Grants Pass OR

Larry Griffin, Gold Hill OR

Mr and Mrs. Vernon Kirkbride, Cave Junction OR
Lillian F. Law, plus 17 signatories, Grants Pass OR
Amold C. Law, Grants Pass OR

Alice Mangil , Unknown

Sandy Millard, Grants Pass OR

James F. Moore Jr., Ashland OR

Dorris Newman, Grants Pass OR

Jean Nightingale, Grants Pass OR

Annctte Olson, Grants Pass OR

Andy Olson, Grants Pass OR

Bruce W. Peddicord, Grants Pass OR

Bob Rafalovich, Rouge River Wildemess, Inc., Grants Pass OR
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Gene Reedy, Grants Pass OR

Jack D. and Clarabell D. Russell, Grants Pass OR
Hal Schmoll, Grants Pass OR

Charles Stevens, Grants Pass OR

Robert Taylor, Grants Pass OR

Pella Taylor, Grants Pass OR

Dick Twogood, Grants Pass OR

Don and Nancy Vogel, Grants Pass OR

Larry and Repita Webb, Williams OR

Hearing Comments and Responses

More than 150 people attended the public hearing and 54 made oral statements. Twenty-three
speakers expresscd support for the Preferred Alternative, and 31 speakers cxpressed support for
retaining the dam, but not necessarily the Dam Retention Alternative. During the period open
for written comment, February 16 until March 17, a total of 65 individuals provided written
statements; several statements were coauthored by 2 people and one letter of comment includes
statements by 18 individuals. Only seven of those individuals who provided written comments
supported the Preferred Alternative. About one-third of the written statements were provided by
speakers at the hearing.

Much of the oral and written testimony centered on the current status of the anadromous fishery.
Those who supported the Preferred Altemative believe that it is a viable alternative that would
permit agriculture to continue while correcting fish passage problems and would mesh with other
restoration efforts in the upper Rogue River Basin. They generally accepted the data presented
in the PR/DES and expressed no concetns except for the need to improve the salmon population.

Those who support retaining the dam generally disputed the validity of studies and the accuracy
of the data on Joss of fish and the cause of fish declines that are presented in the PR/DES. Some
indicated a disbelief that there has been a decline in anadromous {ish populations or that there
are fish passage problems at Savage Rapids Dam. Many indicated a belief that factors other than
- Savage Rapids Dam have a greatcr impact on the anadromous fishery and should be addressed
first. Some werc concerned that removal of the dam would result in a loss of irrigation in the
valley and a change in the way of life,

Some of those who support retaining the dam indicated a belief that the economic data presented
in the PR/DES are incortect and that the operating costs of the Preferred Alternative are so high
that there would be severe economic impacts. They also believe that fish passage improvements
at the existing dam could be done for much less than the cost presented in the PR/DES.

Although most of the public comments were primarily expressions of support or opposition,
some of the comment required a response of clarification or a change in the PF/FES. These
comments and responses arc itemized below. Inmany cases, the reader is referred to the letters
of comment where.the same question 1s more fully developed and Reclamation’s response covers
the subject in more detail.



Randy Hinke:
Concemn:

Response:
Concern:
Response:
Royal Deland:
Statement:

Response:

Statement:

Response:

Lyle Woodcock:

Question:

Response:

Question:
Response:

Harold Haugen:
Statement:

Response:

The gravel bar at the head of the lake will move downstream and scour the
river.
See American Fisheries letter and response.

The river bank in the temporary pool area will erode and vegetation will
change if the dam is removed.

See American Fisheries letter and response and Randy ITinke letter and
response.

Coyote Evans and Fleming Park are within the lake area, not above the lake as
stated in the report.

The text has been revised to indicate that the two parks are located at the
upper end of the seasonal lake.

Rainbow trout are released weekly into the Jake, in contrast to the draft report
statement that fish are not released into the lake.

The ODFW responds that between 1989 and 1993, there were 21,000 to
28,000 catchable-size trout planted in the reach from Gold Ray Dam to
Coyote Evans Park. Plantings were made weekly from Memorial Day to
Labor Day in a manner that spread fish evenly over the reach. o avoid
conflicts with wild fish, ODFW stopped the plantings in 1994. The rcport has
been revised to clarify this point.

Please provide information on drought, seals, high-tech ocean fishing, and
other factors that affect fishing.

The objective of this study is to identify and evaluate acceptable means of
improving fish passage at Savage Rapids Dam. Evaluation of other factors
that may contribute to the decline in the Rogue River salmon and steclhcad
populations is beyond the scope of this study.

What is the effect of loss of the lake on migratory birds?
The effects of the alternatives on wildlife are discussed in chapter VI.

The issue of Savage Rapids Dam eligibility for listing on the National
Register of Historic Places has not been addressed.

Savage Rapids Dam is not eligible for listing on the National Register of
Historic Places as discussed under “Cultural Resources™ in chapter V1. We
have added attachment H that includes a copy of the 1990 letter that indicates
the State Historic Preservation Officer concurs in this asscssment.



Statement:

Response:

Statement:

Response:

Geneva Oran

Statement:

Response:

Reclamation has not conferred with the Josephine Board of County
Commissioners and requests that a meeting be held.

Reclamation initiated the current study in response 1o a request from
Josephine County and the GPID. During most of the study Reclamation
worked with the Commission through the County staff and the Commission
member who was a member of the Permit Oversight Committee. Reclamation
is certainly willing to meet at the invitation of the County Commissioners.

Wetland issues are not addressed.

There 1s a brief statement under “Executive Order 11990" of the “Regulatory
Compliance” section in chapter VII that states there are ne permanent
wetlands and none of the alternatives would have a measurable effect on
wetlands. We have added a statement in Chapter VI under “Vegetation™ that
there are no permanent wetlands and the Preferred Altemative would have no
effect on wetlands.

The U.S. Corps of Engineers will not let land owners do anything in
floodplain or floodway area when the dam is removed.

Construction and land management activities within [loodways and elsewhere
are subject 10 local, county, and State ordinances. Federal regulations in this
arca are generally limited to those associated with flood insurance.

Louise Ramsey Fuller

Question:
Response:

Who prefers the Preferred Plan?

The Pumping Alternative is the Federal Preferred Alternative as discussed
under the “Preferred Alternative™ section of the Summary. Under Federal
regulations, Reclamation must pick the alternative that maximizes net national
economic benefits.

Written Comments on the PR/DES

'The period open for comment on the PR/DES extended from December 15, 1994, to March 20,
1995, Reclamation thanks all of those who provided comments.

Letters of comment received as a result of the review of the PR/DES and Reclamation’s response
to specific comments arc included in this section. The first part of this section includes those
letters which included comments that required a response from Reclamation, and the second part
includes letters that did not require a response under the NEPA. Ncewspaper clippings and other
altachments to letters of comment arc not included in the reproductions on the following pages.
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Letters Requiring a Response

Page

Federal Agencies:
National Marine Fisheries Service, Portland OR .. . ... ... .. .. .. . . ... [-9
National Park Scrvice, Seattle WA . . .. o . I-13
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Portland OR . . . ... ... .. .. . . . . . .. 1-14
State Agencies:
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, Portland OR .......... ... .. ... ... ... ..... I-18
Organizations:
American Fisherics Society, Oregon Chapter, CorvallisOR . ......................... 1-24
Northwest Environmental Defense Center, Portland OR .. ... .. ... .. . . ... .. ... 1-27
Oregon Natural Resources Council, Portland .. ... .. ... .. .. . . .. . ... ... ... I-31
‘Three Rivers Waltershed Council, Inc., Rogue River OR . _........................... [-32
Individuals:
James W. Avling, Grants Pass OR . ... ... .. ... ... e I-33
Dennis M. Becklin, Grants Pass OR. .. ... .. e I-34
William H. Brecount, Rogue River OR ... ... .. i it i i 1-38
Signe M. Carlson, Grants Pass OR . . ... ... . i i [-41
John Frewing, Portland OR . . . .. . e 1-42
Donald R. Greenwood, Grants Pass OR . .. ... o i e et 1-44
David M. Handley, Grants Pass OR .. .. ... .. . o i i 1-47
Eric W. Hartmann, Portland OR .. ... . ... ... .. e 1-48
Randy Hinke, Grants Pass OR (2) ... .. o i i e e [-50
Jerry Kl---- (could not decypher name), No address

(letter identical to Charles Weaverletter) ... .. ... ... . . i i, 1-56
Elaine Lake, Rogue River OR (letter identical to Charles Weaver letter) ......... ... ... I-57
James Lamp, Jr., Central Point OR .. ... .. . it I-58
Geneva Oran, Grants Pass OR . . . ... . I-59
Juanita Pickett, Grants Pass OR . . ... .. e e I-60
Mark H. Smith, Tigard OR . . .. .. e [-63
Hank Vann, Grants Pass OR . ... .. o i e e e e e I-65
Charles Weaver, Grants Pass OR L ..o o e e e e e I-67
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Letters not Requiring a Response

Federal:

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Seattle WA .. ... ... ... .. ... . . ... 1-68
State:

Oregon Parks and Recreation Department, SalemOR ... ... .. ... ... ... .. .... 1-69
Oregon Water Resources Department, Salem OR ........ .. ... ... .. ... ... ..., [-70

Organizations:

American Rivers, Washington DC (2 letters) . .. .. ..ot it ae 1-70
Center for International Environmental Law, WashingtonDC ..................,...., I-72
International Rivers Network, Berkeley CA . ... ... ... ... i i, I-73
Izaak Walton League of America, Inc., Oregon Division, Portland OR . ................. I-74
Kalmiopsis Audubon Society of Curry County, Port Orford OR . ...................... I-75
Morrison’s Rogue River Lodge, Merlin OR . ... ..o oot e [-76
Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission, Gladstone OR .. ........ ... . .. ...... [-77

Cosigners of this letter include the following:

Curry Anadromous Fishermen, Gold Beach OR

Curry Guides Association, Gold Beach OR

Fisheries Committee, Port of Brookings Harbor, Brookings OR

Fishermen Involved in Saving Habitat, Shaw Island WA

Nautilus Northwest Charters, Portland OR

Northwest Commercial Fishermen’s Wives Association, Astoria OR

Northwest Sportfishing Industry Association, Oregon City OR

Oregon Fisheries Congress, Newport OR

Oregon Fishing Club, Oregon Anglers, Albany OR

Oregon Guides and Packers, Gold Beach OR

Oregon Outdoors Association, Eugene OR

Oregon South Coast Fishermen, Inc., Harbor OR

Pacific Coast Commercial Fishermen’s Wives Association, Clatskame OR

Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermen’s Associations, Sausalito CA

Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermen’s Associations, Eugene OR

River Trips Unlimited Inc., Medford OR

Salmon For All, Astoria OR

Tom Posey Co., Beaverton OR

Trout Unlimited of Oregon, Portland OR

Umpqua Commercial Fishermen’s Wives Association, Winchester Bay OR

White Water Warehouse, Corvallis OR
Piazza & Plazza, Medford OR . ... .. e I-79
Randy Nelson’s Lower Rogue Canyon Qutfitters, Central Point OR .. ........... ... ... I-79
River Trips Unlimited, Medford OR . ... .. .. 1-80
Rogue Flyfishers, Medford OR ... ... .. I-80



Rogue River Guides Association, Inc., Medford OR ... ... .. ... .. ... . .......... 1-81
WaterWatch, Portland OR ... ... . e I-81
Individuals:

Lucy Bennett, Grants Pass OR . ... ... .. . i e 1-84
Lynn and Della Bemtson, Rogue RiverOR ... .. ... .. .. .. . . . ... 1-84
Helen E. Brown, Medford OR .. ... o i ... I-85
Clint Brumitt, Central Point OR . .. ... .. o i e 1-86
Robin B. Carey, Gold Beach OR . ... ... .. i e I-86
Sandrya Danehy, Medford OR ...... e e 1-87
David Dedrick, Medford OR .. . .. e [-87
Dennis Dedrick, Medford OR .. ... . ... . . e [-88
Glenn M. Gray, Gold Hill OR ... .. e [-88
Stephen G. Haskell, AshlandOR .......... .. ... ... ... ..... e 1-89
Mary Hepler, Merhin OR .. ..o . e I-89
Perry A. Higgins, Medford OR ... ... . e 190
Robert McElroy, Grants Pass OR .. ................ e e [-90
Douglas M. MeGeary, Medford OR ... ... ..o [-91
Ronald Marrington, Gold HillOR ... ... . . o 1-92
TE. Mechem, Medford OR . ... .. .. 1-93
Edith Newby, Grants Pass OR (2 letters) . ......... ... ... . . . . . . i i, 1-93
Chris Orsinger, Eugene OR . . ... . e [-94
Stephen X. Parsons, DallasOR . ... . 1-95
Jon Pearson, Talent OR .. ... .. e e [-95
Kathy Peckham, Grants Pass OR ... ... . . i i e e [-96
Alice L. Petty, Grants Pass OR . . ... ... o 1-96
Steven Tichenor, Grants Pass OR . ... ... . . e e 1-97
Kelley Webb, Portland OR . . .. .o oo e e 1-98
Sarah M. Willson, Wolf Creek OR ... ..o e 1-98
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