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Appendix E. Transfer of Title of United States Ownership 
Interests in Cross Cut Diversion Dam and Canal, and the 
Teton Wells, to the Fremont-Madison Irrigation District; 

May 5, 2003, letter to Ms. Suzi Neitzel, Deputy State 
Historical Preservation Officer. 
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Appendix F. Memorandum of Agreement with the Idaho 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
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Appendix G. ESA-related Correspondence with the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service and the National Marine Fisheries 

Service 
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Appendix H. Letters to and Meetings with Tribal 
Governments 

 

1998 

April 28, 1998 Letter to the Chairman of the Fort Hall Business Council, 
Shoshone-Bannock Tribes, regarding Reclamation’s transfer of 
title initiative 

1999 

January 28, 1999 Letter to the Chairman of the Fort Hall Business Council, 
Shoshone-Bannock Tribes, regarding transfer of title activities 
associated with Reclamation facilities within the State of 
Idaho. 

September 9, 1999 Letter to the Chairman, Shoshone-Paiute Tribal Council, Duck 
Valley Reservation, requesting a meeting to discuss 
Reclamation initiatives that included Fremont-Madison Title 
Transfer. 

2001 

August 10, 2001 Letter requesting meeting with the Fort Hall Business Council, 
Shoshone-Bannock Tribes, to discuss Reclamation programs 
and activities. 

September 19, 2001 Letter to the Chairman of the Fort Hall Business Council, 
Shoshone-Bannock Tribes, confirming postponement of 
meeting scheduled for September 21, 2001, due to the tragic 
national incident and associated security and travel issues. 

November 19, 2001 Meeting with the Fort Hall Business Council, Shoshone-
Bannock Tribes, to discuss Reclamation programs and 
activities including title transfer. 

December 18, 2001 Letter to the Chairman of the Fort Hall Business Council, 
Shoshone-Bannock Tribes, regarding the proposed title transfer 
of Cross Cut Diversion Dam, Cross Cut Canal, and Teton 
Exchange Wells to Fremont-Madison Irrigation District. 

December 18, 2001 Letter to the Chairman of the Northwestern Band of the 
Shoshone Nation regarding the proposed title transfer of Cross 
Cut Diversion Dam, Cross Cut Canal, and Teton Exchange 
Wells to Fremont-Madison Irrigation District. 
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2002 

January 8, 2002 Letter to the Chairman of the Fort Hall Business Council, 
Shoshone-Bannock Tribes, summarizing the November 19, 
2001, meeting. 

February 1, 2002 Meeting with the Shoshone-Paiute Tribal Council, Shoshone-
Paiute Tribes of the Duck Valley Reservation. 

February 25, 2002 Meeting with staff of the Shoshone-Bannock Tribes at which 
proposed Fremont-Madison Irrigation District Title Transfer 
was discussed. 

April 10, 2002 Letter to the Chairman of the Shoshone-Paiute Tribal Council, 
Duck Valley Reservation, summarizing the February 1, 2002, 
meeting. 

2003 

February 21, 2003 Letter to the Chairman of the Shoshone-Paiute Tribal Council, 
Duck Valley Reservation, requesting a meeting to discuss 
Reclamation programs and activities. 

March 11, 2003 Meeting with staff of the Shoshone-Bannock Tribes at which 
title transfer was discussed. 

April 2, 2003 Meeting with the Shoshone-Paiute Tribal Council, Shoshone-
Paiute Tribes, Duck Valley Reservation, to discuss 
Reclamation programs and activities. 

April 22, 2003 Summary of April 2, 2003, meeting with the Tribal Council, 
Shoshone-Paiute Tribes, Duck Valley Reservation, with 
enclosure, the Summary of Programs and Activities, Spring 
2003. 

April 22, 2003 Letter to the Chairman of the Fort Hall Business Council, 
Shoshone-Bannock Tribes, confirming an April 30, 2003, 
meeting. 

April 28, 2003 Letter to the Chairman of the Natural Resource Committee of 
the Nez Perce Tribe requesting a meeting to discuss 
Reclamation programs and activities. 

April 30, 2003 Meeting with the Fort Hall Business Council, Shoshone- 
Bannock Tribes. 

June 3, 2003 Meeting with the Nez Perce Tribe Natural Resource Committee 
to discuss various Reclamation programs and activities. 
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June 19, 2003 Letter summarizing April 30, 2003, meeting with the Fort Hall 
Business Council, Commission members and staff of the 
Shoshone-Bannock Tribes. 

June 19, 2003 Letter to the Chairman of the Burns Paiute Tribe General 
Council requesting meeting to discuss Reclamation programs 
and activities, including title transfer. 

2004 

May 25, 2004  Letter to the Chairman of the Fort Hall Business Council of the 
Shoshone- Bannock Tribes, requesting comments on the Draft 
Environmental Assessment  

May 25, 2004  Letter to the Chairwoman of the Northwestern Band of the 
Shoshone Nation Tribal Council, requesting comments on the 
Draft Environmental Assessment 

May 25, 2004  Letter to the Chairman of the Nez Perce Tribal Executive 
Committee, requesting comments on the Draft Environmental 
Assessment 
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Appendix I. Public Comment Letters and Responses 
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Responses to Greater Yellowstone Coalition Letter 

1–1 The Council on Environmental Quality regulations for implementing NEPA 
require that alternatives be considered where they are unresolved conflicts 
concerning alternative uses of available resources.  In this case, the proposed 
Federal action implements the provisions of the Conveyance Act.  
Alternatives (other than the required No Action alternative) that would not 
implement the Conveyance Act were eliminated during the scoping process as 
unreasonable. 

1–2 Reclamation recognizes there are numerous conceivable alternatives that 
include title transfer for various combinations of facilities.  However, the 
Conveyance Act requires that all identified facilities be transferred.  Our 
analysis indicates that transferring ownership of the requested facilities will 
not create a physical impact to the environment, violate treaty rights, unduly 
affect economically disadvantaged populations, or adversely disrupt the local 
or regional economies.  Therefore, considering alternative combinations of 
wells, canal, or diversion facilities is not needed for the purpose of 
understanding the impacts caused by the implementation of the project. 

1–3 The Secretary has not yet transferred title for the requested facilities.  
Section 6 of the Conveyance Act says, “Prior to conveyance the Secretary 
shall complete all environmental reviews and analyses as set forth in the 
Memorandum of Agreement referenced in section 3(a).”  Section 3(a) 
specifically refers to transfer analysis and documentation. 

The Conveyance Act requires the Secretary to transfer the described facilities.  
Before Reclamation can take action to implement this law, it first must 
complete the NEPA process.  This environmental assessment precedes the 
transfer of title; the transfer of title is contingent on either a finding of no 
significant impact or a full environmental impact statement and record of 
decision. 
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