September 30, 2003
Memorandum

To:

Acquisition Managers Partnership



IDEAS Departmental Users Group

From:

Debra E. Sonderman, Director /signed/ Debra E. Sonderman


Office of Acquisition and Property Management and


Senior Procurement Executive
Subject:
Federal Procurement Data System – Next Generation (FPDS NG)

As communicated in a September 12, 2003 memorandum from David Drabkin, Procurement Executive of the General Services Administration (GSA), the new Federal Procurement Data System – Next Generation (FPDS-NG) has a planned operational date of October 1, 2003.  
This is an update on the status of these changes for the Department of the Interior.

FPDS-NG and our link from IDEAS PD are not yet tested and approved for use.  Do NOT attempt to report FY 2004 actions to FPDS NG until notified to do so by this office.  All Department of Interior procurement personnel with Internet access will use IDEAS-PD to submit award and award modification data to FPDS-NG, once it is approved for use.
1.
The FPDS-NG implementation is highly complex.  It accommodates batch input, direct user input, and COTS contract writing system interface.  Requirements continue to be refined, and as a result the system continues to be a “moving target.”  Efforts by our software provider, AMS, to finalize its application revisions to support FPDS-NG cannot be completed until FPDS-NG is “locked down,” i.e., stabilized.
2.
There remains one significant design issue, having to do with the way pre-2004 awards are to be referenced for modification, which is not yet tested.
3. 
FPDS-NG currently has not received an Interim Authority to Operate (IATO). Until it does so, DOI policy does not allow interfacing IDEAS-PD with it.  The GSA Project Manager expects the IATO to be issued by October 1, but we have not had the opportunity to review the documentation.
4. 
Once the FPDS-NG system is locked down, AMS and NBC’s Procurement System Division (PSD) will enter an intensive period of final design verification, development and testing.  In addition, the PSD will be inviting all bureaus to participate in testing sessions.  PSD is pursuing an aggressive testing schedule for the FPDS-NG implementation, which will be IDEAS-PD version 4.3.5.
An IDEAS-PD Departmental Users Group teleconference will be scheduled for the week of October 13 concerning FPDS-NG and a related topic, the Central Contractor Registration  database implementation.  The two agenda items relating to FPDS-NG are:

1. 
Application assistance and other arrangements to support this major change for our IDEAS-PD users.  
2. Policy requirements from this office concerning our transmission of data to FPDS-NG.  While GSA is providing a one-year extension on use of the SF-281 for collecting and submitting data on actions under $25,000, we have reviewed the new FPDS-NG reporting requirements (see attached cross-walk from FPDS to FPDS NG) and propose to apply them to all DOI procurement actions, regardless of dollar value.  While this is a significant operational change, we believe that IDEAS PD can accommodate most of the change readily with minimal user orientation and no major increase in reporting time required for actions under $25,000.
Questions on this matter should be directed to Wiley Horsley by e-mail or at 202-208-3347 to Kate Oliver at 202-208-3345.
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