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In a memorandum dated August 17, 1994, Secretary Babbitt 
established an environmental justice policy that requires the 
Department to consider the impacts of the Departmentls .actions on 
minority and low-income populations and communities, as well as 
the equity of the distribution of benefits and risks of those 
decisions. The memorandum provides ~hat these considerations 
should be specifically included in the National Environmental 
Policy Act documentation. The Department's environmental justice 
policy is based on Executive Order 12898, dated February 11, 
1994, Which requires agencies to incorporate environmental 
justice into their missions by identifying and addressing 
disproportionately high and adverse human health or environmental 
effects of their programs and policies on minorities and low­
income populations and communities. The Executive order applies 
equally to Federal agency responsibility for Native American 
programs. 

Therefore, henceforth all environmental documents should
 
specifically analyze and evaluate the impacts of any proposed
 
projects, actions or decisions on minority and low-income
 
populations and communities, as well a5 the equity of the
 
distribution of the benefits and risks of those decisions.
 

To comply with the environmental justice policy established by 
the Secretary, bureaus and offices should identify and evaluate, 
during the scaping and\or planning processes, any anticipated 
effects, direct or indirect, from the proposed project, action or 
decision on minority and low-income populations and communities, 
including the equity of the distribution of the benefits and 
risks. 

If any significant impacts to minority and low-income populations 
and communities are identified during the seoping and\or planning 
processes, the environmental document should clearly evaluate and 
state the environmental consequences of the proposed project, 
action or decision on minority and low-income populations and 
communities in the environmental document. 
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If a project or an action, however, is expected to have either 
an insignificant impact or no impact on minority/low-income 
populations, the document, under the seoping section in an 
environmental impact state~ent, should specifically state that 
the proposed project or action was considered during Beoping 
and\or planning and is expected to have either insignificant 
impact or no impact, direct or indirect, with reasons given. A 
similar statement should be included in any environmental 
assessment under an appropriate section. 
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The DepiatlMa.of dae.bIerior will be IIlICdve IeIdIr in 1~1'dnJ IIn*Ifb1IQa11:1ia to 
bftq ·1boCat eDYiIom,."J jaBc. AI Preddeol CHmon bII W*Id.. It.dina tb! CGalIIId 
riIb of m-iJoi•••td,1 decWoaa fall diJproponionatrly OIl miDcrida lid low D:tmc IfO'IPI 
ud CO'QDP"",M. Too oftm.lhae riIb fall vpoo.lhI c:IUIdnD 01 ....,Odllll.'n.... I have 
QOP,,-.Ida" of ICdoM to IIIppO't Exeaasive Older l2I9I of Pebnwy 11, 1994, 
·PtMkal AaioDI'IO A.ddIea EzMroMWhl 1uIIice in MIDortty PoplJ", IDd I.ow-JecQrpc 
"Poptladont.· W. 1# WOtkiDadOMJy wiIb. EIlvtrmu.E,r'l PiotIcdoD AIfS'J to .. 
the mflel""- of ... BUC'atM Order for elttbUtbma' IIU....,. 
I ... yea...... lilt ~ot1hem-kw ded''''. ""'dIr tbD· hOIP""dl of our 
~ tl8d , .. OIl miaaity aDd low teeonw pnp"'dcn mil coc-IInhla, II well .. 
...~ or.. cIiarlba&. oIbcae1b l1li4 riIb of It.- decieioee. nil c:oMHeirdou 
.boPM be ... IfIc:a11Y iacbIdId mNIDoDaJ EnvImame..aJ Po1q Nt (NJ!PA) _na."·"",, 
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.,.,. I-. _ 01QUI' miaioa ~ ,In tM PICtftc fe!mSe or l1li N011btra GRit 
PlatDI. 0. 011 panicipItk)a inc'udet bollia i~ fbr 41...- ...mI ~ 
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~~,.'...-wicJD processes. Many of our cu.rmtt orpniurioDi and ctl'olU to 
iIIYoLYe t;tm ·ptJbIic-ia-our .proualeS may serve u national mode!J-for action. I uk each Of 
you ·to usc your. cmadvity and WentI It problem IOlvq to 'kkmifyaDd th&D Iddreu theM 
di¥me' iU,tJC' iD our daily work . 

1- bave:,appar881 AmIe Sbilfdl. Deputy Solicitor. IDd Faith lb.lIl, Dcpaty Am",­
'Secntuy. tor lodim A.f&in.. to co-dWr tbe Dc:paruucat'l eavlmtwMJIIgJ juIdce 1Cdvilia. 
Pleac 'Jive them your IUpport aDd lui..," when they Ilk for your help. 
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