______ Wildlife Area

Drought Contingency Plan
Month Year

In the event of reduced water allocations the wildlife area management will be adjusted according to the severity of the water reduction as well as the timing within the water year when the cutback is finalized. Dry year and critically dry year water allocations are based upon the Shasta Lake Index and approximate allocations can be found in Table 1.

Upland Management

Categories of uplands include managed nesting, upland forage, brood habitat, Cereal grain plantings and special ecological communities (Alkali Sink Scrub). 

A. Managed Nesting: Typically irrigated in February and July/August.



Reductions in irrigations will occur with the possibility of February and 


March
irrigations occurring where practicable with drain water from moist 

soil wetlands.


B. Upland Forage: Typically irrigated June and July



Most irrigation will be discontinued.


C. Brood Habitat: Irrigated strips from April through August



Water use will continue with 25% to 40% reduction in acreage.


D. Planted Cereal Grains



Safflower will be planted and irrigated. Corn, sudan and milo acreage will 


be reduced by approximately 50%.

Non – irrigated habitats including Alkali Sink Scrub and Fall planted barley will not be affected by reduced water allocations.

Wetland Management

Wetland habitats include moist soil wetlands (swamp timothy, watergrass, and smartweed), permanent wetlands, reverse cycle wetlands, and semi-permanent wetlands.


A. Moist Soil wetlands: Initial fall flooding can begin from August through 


November, drawdown occurs from February through April. 


Spring and summer irrigation of watergrass and smartweed would be 


reduced dependant upon percent germination of desired vegetation within 


the designated fields. Refer to the Drought Contingency Map for field 


priority for fall floodup based on waterbird use and water holding 



capability. 

B. Permanent wetlands: Flooded year round.  No change in management.


C. Reverse cycle wetlands: flooded March through August.


Possible reduction in acreage based on habitat quality.


D. Semi-permanent Wetlands: Flooded September through July


Reduced acreage flooded through the spring/summer based on quality of 


habitat and occurrence of nesting colonies of waterbirds, particularly 


white-faced ibis.

Table 1. Water Schedules 
	_______ Wildlife Area

	
	Normal Year
Contracted Allocation

Level 2
	Dry Year

25% Reduction 
Excluding Riparian and Mitigation
	Critically Dry Year

25% reduction



	March
	500
	50
	200

	April 
	600
	200
	500

	May
	1800
	1400
	700

	June
	2500
	2200
	2000

	July
	2500
	2200
	2000

	August
	2700
	2200
	4800

	September
	5300
	4800
	5500

	October
	5400
	5500
	2000

	November
	2700
	2000
	2000

	December
	900
	450
	550

	January
	1342
	592
	345

	February
	1352
	469
	100

	
	27,593 AF
	22,060 AF
	20,695 AF


 Dry years vs. critically dry years based on Shasta Lake index.

The preceding water use includes pumped water and gravity flow (un-metered), except the un-metered water used on portions of the east side of the Wildlife Area between October and March. This un-metered water technically becomes part of the Mendota Pool and is not charged against the Wildlife Area water allotment.  
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