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Attachment B:  DPR-523 Records 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Page 1 of 7   *Resource Name or #:  Briggs Canal  
 

*P11.  Report Citation:  Brady, J.L. and C.K. Roper. 2011. A Cultural Resources Survey of the Fresno Irrigation District’s Briggs Canal Improvement 
Project, Malaga, Fresno County, California. Sierra Valley Cultural Planning. Submitted to Provost and Pritchard, Visalia, CA. 
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map   Continuation Sheet   Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  
 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list) __________________  
DPR 523A (1/95)                                                                                               *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD       Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code       6Z             
    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________ 
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

P1.  Other Identifier:  Fresno Irrigation District 
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication  Unrestricted   *a.  County   Fresno 
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 
*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad Malaga   Date 1978/PR 1981 T15S; R 21E; Sections 4 and 5; M.D.B& B.M. 
c. Address N/A City N/A Zip N/A  

d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone 11S; 260285mE / 4060886mN (east end) / 257915mE / 405998mN (west end)  
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 
Fresno Irrigation District, Southeast Fresno, Fresno County 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 
The Briggs Canal extends approximately 11 miles.  Between the headwaters of the canal at Fancher Creek and where it 
intersects South Fowler and East American avenues, the “U” shaped-canal measures, on average, from 22 to 25 feet  
across and approximately 7 feet wide at the bottom.  Over the next 0.23 miles the earthen canal, located on the west side of 
South Fowler Avenue and south of East American Avenue (previously, Washington Avenue), narrows to approximately 16 
feet at its widest point and approximately 4 feet across the bottom.    Between the headwaters and East Butler Avenue, 
Briggs Canal is located in an urban setting; south of East Butler Avenue the canal winds through a rural setting of small 
farms and ranches.   
 
That portion of the canal located south of East American Avenue and west of South Fowler Avenue is within the non-
contiguous APE (see P11, Report Citation).  That portion of the Briggs Canal that is an open earthen water conveyance 
system is approximately 0.24 miles (1,250 feet) in length (Google Earth 2011); the remaining portions are piped (see 
continuation sheet). 
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes) HP20,  Canal 
*P4.   Resources Present: Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

*P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,  
accession #)  Refer to Photo Nos. 1-5 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
 Historic   Prehistoric   Both 
Circa 1883 - 1890 
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 
Fresno Irrigation District  
2907 South Maple Avenue.  
Fresno, CA 93725 
 
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 
Jon L. Brady 
J&R Environmental Services 
17900 Auberry Road 
Clovis, CA  93619 
 
*P9.  Date Recorded: June 19, 2011 
 
*P10.  Survey Type: Intensive 

  

 

Figure 1.  View north along Briggs Canal at Long Crested check weir at Fowler Avenue. 



 
 
 
 
Page 2 of 7       *NRHP Status Code    6Z                   

*Resource Name or #: Briggs Canal 

DPR 523B (1/95)                                                                                              *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

 
B1.  Historic Name:  N/A 
B2.  Common Name: Briggs Canal 
B3.  Original Use:    Water Conveyance System   B4.  Present Use:  Same 
*B5.  Architectural Style:   Utilitarian 
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations):  The Briggs Canal was constructed circa 1883-1890. 
Portions of the canal within the APE have been modified during the 20th century.  Those modifications include shoring up the 
interior banks with concrete rubble, replacing wooden structures with concrete head gates and weirs, lining portions of the 
canal with concrete, and underground piping.   
 
*B7.  Moved?   No Yes    Unknown    Date:  1890  Original Location:  Sections 10 and 15, T 14S, R 21E 
B8.  Related Features: N/A 
B9.  a.  Architect:   Unknown  b.  Builder:  Briggs Canal Company 
*B10.  Significance:  Theme  Water Conveyance System   Area Fresno 
    Period of Significance Circa 1883-1890  Property Type Water Conveyance System    Applicable Criteria    N/A 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 
Based on archival research it appears that the Briggs Canal was constructed between 1883 and 1890.  The likelihood is that 
it was built after 1882 when G.G. Briggs came to Fresno County from Yolo County where he was well known as a 
vineyardist.  When Briggs arrived in Fresno County he purchased land in the Washington Colony as well as amassing land 
holding in excess of 1,000 acres.  The Briggs Canal was constructed by the Briggs Canal Company, yet, it is unknown if the 
company was owned by G.G. Briggs.  A review of biographical sketches and local histories for Fresno County suggests the 
presence of only one person with the last name of Briggs; these sources do not suggest that G.G. Bridges made any 
substantial contributions to local historical events during the period of significance.  
 
Those portions of the canal within the project APE appear to be part of the original alignment of the canal; however, there 
have been numerous changes that have been made to the canal over the last 130 years.  The Briggs Canal was maintained 
by the Fresno Canal and Irrigation Company (later succeeded by the Fresno Canal and Land Corporation) until 1920 
when the newly formed Fresno Irrigation District (FID) obtained this water asset (see continuation sheet).  
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)    
 
*B12.  References:  Willison, Paul H. Past and Present & 
Future of the Fresno Irrigation District. Prepared for the 
Fresno Irrigation District, 1980;  Fresno Irrigation District 
Archives; Mead, Elwood, et al.  Report of Irrigation 
Investigations in California. Bulletin 100 U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, Office of Experiment 
Stations.  Washington, Government Printing Office, 
1901.  Google Earth, http://googleearth.com accessed 
June19, 2011 and August 15, 2011. 
B13.  Remarks:   
*B14.  Evaluator: Jon L. Brady 
              J & R Environmental Services 
              17900 Auberry Road 
              Clovis, CA  93619 
 
*Date of Evaluation:  June 17, 2011   
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
 
 

(Sketch Map with north arrow required.) 
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contiguous Project APE 



 
 
 
 
Page 3 of 7     *Resource Name or #:  Briggs Canal 
*Recorded by Jon L. Brady   *Date August 15, 2011     Continuation    Update 
 

DPR 523L (1/95)                                                                                                         *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
CONTINUATION SHEET       Trinomial ____________________________________________

*P3a.  Description (cont’d):   
The canal measures approximately 16 feet across and 4 feet at the bottom.  The banks of the canal are lined with concrete 
rubble that is designed to strengthen the earthen walls and reduce seepage.  A check weir is located near the center of this 
length of the canal (Photo 1).  At the southern end of this section is the South Briggs Headgate.  From this headgate to the 
Cornell Pond, irrigation water travels through buried concrete pipe for a distance of 1.24 miles where it flows into Cornell 
Pond. 
 
Water flowing into the Cornell Pond thence travels southwesterly for approximately 0.27 miles (1,400 feet) (Google Earth 
2011) in a concrete-lined portion of the Briggs Canal to a point just southeast of Jefferson Pond.  This portion of the canal is 
approximately 12 feet across at the top and 2 feet at the bottom.  South of the Jefferson Check the canal decreases in width 
from 12 feet across to 9 feet across, while maintaining the same width at the bottom.   
 
The next 0.99 miles (5,213 feet) of the canal are a mixture of concrete-lined (approximately 80 percent of the 1.14 miles) 
and piped.  The terminus of the canal is located on the northeast corner of East Lincoln and South Peach avenues. 
 
Alterations or modifications to those sections of Briggs Canal within the non-contiguous APE include the placement of 
concrete rubble along the interior banks of the canal for that section of the canal south of East American Avenue and west of 
South Fowler Avenue; replacement of wooden check dams with modern weirs and gates (these changes were made after 
FID was formed); and buried concrete pipe for that section of the canal between the South Briggs Headgate and Cornell 
Pond.  Documents on file at the FID’s Office indicate that a number of requests to have portions of the canal piped were 
made by farmers within the Fowler and American avenues area commencing in the 1960s.  The last segment of Briggs 
Canal adjacent to Jefferson Pond was also lined with concrete.  The Briggs Canal file suggests that state and federal relief 
programs during the Great Depression allowed the district to line sections of the canal during the late 1930s. Documents 
within the Briggs Canal file make reference to concrete lining of portions of canals within the district occurring in the late 
1930s; however, there is no specific reference to any specific canals or sections thereof.  
 
 
*B10.  Significance (cont’d):   
 
While those portions of Briggs Canal  appear to have integrity of location, they lack integrity of materials, design, setting and 
feeling.  In 1921, a priority for the FID was the maintenance of all of its water conveyance systems.  As part of its 
maintenance program the FID reinforced the embankments with concrete debris to forestall seepage, a common problem 
associated with earthen canals.  The canal has also been routinely dredged.  Maintenance records at the main FID office 
failed to note how often dredging occurred along the Briggs Canal.  The addition of concrete rubble and the replacement of 
wood structures with concrete and metal gates and weirs has greatly reduced the integrity of materials and design.  The use 
of concrete lining has also contributed to the loss of integrity of materials. 
 
During the 1870s and early 1880s many of the larger bulk conveyance systems such as Fancher Creek Canal, Herndon 
Canal, and Gould Canal were built to transported large volumes of irrigation water as the size of these canals suggest.  They 
often measure 30 to 40 feet across  in comparison to some of the smaller systems like Briggs Canal that got smaller in width 
the further away from it got from its head gate at Fancher Creek Canal.  The canals constructed in the 1870s were designed 
to provide irrigation water to colonies on the east and west side of Fresno as well as to the Washington Irrigation Colony 
located around Easton, California.  The Briggs Canal did not convey as much water as the larger bulk conveyance systems.  
Thompson’s 1891 Atlas of Fresno County suggests that, by virtue of the size of Briggs Canal and the small number of 
laterals off it, it was not developed as a major water conveyance system.  The carrying capacity of the Briggs Canal is less 
than one-half of that of the Herndon and Gould canals.  Even more important is that these bulk conveyance canals maintain 
a uniform width and depth along the length of them.  The Briggs Canal is uniform in size (22 to 25 feet across the top and 
approximately 7 feet across the bottom) between its headwaters and its intersection of South Fowler and East American 
avenues.  From this intersection to the terminus of the canal on the northeast corner of East Lincoln and South Peach 
avenues, a distance of approximately 2.47 miles, the earthen and concrete-lined portions of the canal average from 12 feet 
to 9 feet across the top of the structure.  Consequently, those sections of the canal within the project APE are much smaller 
in carrying capacity compared to that portion of the canal north of East American Avenue, a distance of approximately 8.56 
miles (1.24 miles of that is piped).  It is possible the builders considered this smaller section of the canal to be a minor 



 
 
 
 
Page 4 of 7     *Resource Name or #:  Briggs Canal 
*Recorded by Jon L. Brady   *Date August 15, 2011     Continuation    Update 
 

DPR 523L (1/95)                                                                                                         *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
CONTINUATION SHEET       Trinomial ____________________________________________

extension of the whole system.  Based on the fact that the Cleveland Ditch, drawing water from the Fowler Switch Canal 
east of the project area, conveyed water west from South Fowler Avenue, the Briggs Canal Company may have decided to 
reduce the size of the canal south of East American Avenue (previously Washington Avenue).  It is also possible that the 
section south of East American Avenue was not a part of the original design.  It certainly would explain why the canal was 
greatly reduced in size.  Although it appears that after World War II the volume of water delivered via Briggs Canal to 
farmers east and south of the city of Fresno during the 1950s and 1960s more than tripled, it was due in large part to the 
increase in the number of small farmers requiring water for their crops.  Most of these families used the farm as a secondary 
source of income.  The increase volume of irrigation water delivered to farmers following the end of World War II was not 
unique to those farmers drawing water from the Briggs Canal; this was occurring throughout the Central Valley.  The size of 
the canal was not increased in the post-1920 period; thus, FID simply increased the volume of water that traveled through 
the canal.  Many of the secondary canals such as Briggs Canal saw an increase in demand in the post-1945 period.  Small 
farms were popping up all over the county during the late 1940s and 1950s, first following the return of veterans from World 
War II and then again in the post-Korean War period.  Therefore, those portions of the Briggs Canal within the project APE 
do  not appear to have been  associated with important events at the local, regional or national levels; thus, those segments 
within the APE do not appear to be eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A. 
 
There is no definitive evidence to suggest that G.G. Briggs was the owner of the Briggs Construction Company that built the 
Briggs Canal.  We do know that Mr. Briggs came to Fresno County in 1882 (Vandor 1919:263) from Yolo County.  He 
purchased land in the Washington Irrigation Colony and eventually amassed land holdings near 1,000 acres.  Part of his 
lands were located in the vicinity of Malaga and south of the community of Fowler.  It is not determinable whether Mr. Briggs 
was the owner of the Briggs Canal Company; thus, those portions of the canal and lateral within the project APE do not 
appear to be associated with important people at the local, regional, or national levels.  Even if G.G. Briggs were associated 
with the canal, a review of local biographical sketches and local histories do not suggest that Mr. Briggs played a major role 
in local historical events.  Consequently, the canal does not appear to be eligible for the National Register of Historic Places 
under Criterion B. 
 
Modifications to the canal include the use of concrete rubble to prevent seepage and to shore up the interior embankments 
of the canal such as that section along Fowler Avenue south of American Avenue, and the use of concrete lining of the canal 
such as is found on that section of the canal located southeast of Jefferson Pond adjacent to the Golden State Freeway.  
Consequently, those sections of Briggs Canal  within the project APE does not embody the characteristics that reflect a type, 
period, or method of construction, nor do these sections reflect the work of a master craftsman, or reflect a high style of 
architecture.  The subject property is not eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C.  If the larger 
system were to be evaluated and determined to be part of historic district, those sections evaluated for this report would not 
be contributors to that historic district.   
 
There is no research potential associated with those sections of the Briggs Canal that cannot be gleaned from historic 
resources.  Therefore, the Briggs Canal located within the APE is not eligible for listing in the National Register under 
Criterion D. 
 
Additionally, in accordance with Section 15064.5 (a)(2)-(3) of CEQA Guidelines and using the criteria outlined in Section 
5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code, the Briggs Canal does not appear to be an historical resource for the 
purposes of CEQA. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Page 5 of 7     *Resource Name or #:  Briggs Canal 
*Recorded by Jon L. Brady   *Date August 15, 2011     Continuation    Update 
 

DPR 523L (1/95)                                                                                                         *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
CONTINUATION SHEET       Trinomial ____________________________________________

Photographs (cont’d): 
 

 
 

Photograph 2: View of section of Briggs Canal south of American Avenue 
and west of Fowler Avenue (Photo taken June 17, 2011). 

 
 

 
Photograph 3: View south toward open concrete-lined section of Briggs Canal southwest of  

Cornell Pond (Photo taken June 17, 2011). 
 



 
 
 
 
Page 6 of 7     *Resource Name or #:  Briggs Canal 
*Recorded by Jon L. Brady   *Date August 15, 2011     Continuation    Update 
 

DPR 523L (1/95)                                                                                                         *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
CONTINUATION SHEET       Trinomial ____________________________________________

 
Photographs (cont’d): 
 

 
Photograph 4: View southwest toward concrete-lined portion of 

Briggs Canal southwest of the Jefferson Check Weir (Photo taken June 17, 2011 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



State of California  The Resources Agency Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#   
LOCATION MAP Trinomial   
Page  7  of  7 *Resource Name or #:  Briggs Canal 
 
*Map Name:   Malaga, Calif.                              *Scale:  7.5’   *Date of Map: 1978 (p.r. 1981) 

DPR 523J (1/95) *Required information  
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non-contiguous Project 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Page 1 of 5   *Resource Name or #: Malaga Canal  
 

*P11.  Report Citation:  Brady, J.L. and C.K. Roper. 2011. A Cultural Resources Survey of the Fresno Irrigation District’s Briggs Canal Improvement 
Project, Malaga, Fresno County, California.  Sierra Valley Cultural Planning. Submitted to Provost and Pritchard, Visalia, CA. 
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map   Continuation Sheet   Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  
 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
DPR 523A (1/95)                                                                                               *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD       Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code       6Z             
    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________ 
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

P1.  Other Identifier:  Consolidated Irrigation District (CID) 
*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication  Unrestricted   *a.  County   Fresno 
and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 
*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad Malaga   Date 1978/PR 1981 T14S; R 21E; SE ¼ of Sec 34; M.D.B.&.M. 
c. Address N/A City N/A Zip N/A  

d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone 11S; 261267mE/ 4060870mN (west end) / 261619mE / 4060870mN (east end) 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 
Consolidated Irrigation District, Southeast Fresno County 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 
The section of the Malaga Canal located within the non-contiguous project APE is both earth-lined and piped underground.  
The earth-lined portion of the canal is located approximately 0.13 miles east of  South Armstrong Avenue and north of East 
American avenue.  In this section of the canal there is a concrete spillway and immediately west of this the banks on either 
side of the canal are lined with concrete rubble extending for a distance of about 50 feet.  That portion (0.62 miles) of the 
canal east of Briggs Canal on the north side of East American Avenue is earth-lined.  East of the spillway, the next 0.19 
miles of the canal is piped (36-inch concrete pipe) underground.  According to Michael Davis (Personal Communication, 
August 15, 2011) a ditch tender for the Fresno Irrigation District, CID water is transported south through the Briggs Canal 
where a like amount that pours into the Briggs Canal will be released into another CID structure to continue further west.  
Upstream from the eastern terminus of the earth-lined section of Malaga Canal to South Temperance Avenue north of East 
American Avenue, this section of Malaga Canal is piped underground. 
 
As noted  above, modifications to Malaga Canal between South Fowler Avenue and South Temperance Avenue include 
concrete rubble lining portions of the earth lined banks, piping a section of the canal a distance of 0.36 miles (1877 feet), 
and constructing a spillway between 1979 and 1992 (FID Aerial Photographs 1973, 1979, and 1992).   
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes) HP20, Canal 
*P4.   Resources Present: Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 

*P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date,  
accession #)  Refer to Photo Nos. 1-3 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
 Historic   Prehistoric   Both 
Circa 1883  
 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 
Consolidated Irrigation District  
2255 Chandler Street  
Selma, CA 93662-3041 
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 
Jon L. Brady 
J&R Environmental Services 
17900 Auberry Road 
Clovis, CA  93619 
 
*P9.  Date Recorded: June 19, 2011 
 
*P10.  Survey Type: Intensive

  

 
Photo 1.  View west (north side of E. American Avenue) of earth-lined portion of 
Malaga Canal 



 
 
 
 
Page 2 of 5       *NRHP Status Code    6Z                   

*Resource Name or #: Malaga Canal 

DPR 523B (1/95)                                                                                              *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

 
B1.  Historic Name:  N/A 
B2.  Common Name: Malaga Canal 
B3.  Original Use:    Water Conveyance System   B4.  Present Use:  Same 
*B5.  Architectural Style:  Utilitarian 
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations):  The Malaga Canal was constructed circa 1885-1886. 
Those portions of the canal in the non-contiguous project APE have been modified during the 20th century.  These 
modifications include shoring up the interior banks with concrete rubble, replacing wooden structures with concrete head 
gates and weirs, and lining portions of the canal with concrete lining.  Other modifications include construction of a concrete 
spillway between 1979 and 1992 (Fresno Irrigation District Aerials dated 1979 and 1992) and piping the other section of the 
canal within the project APE.   
 
*B7.  Moved?   No Yes    Unknown    Date:  1979 and 1992     Original Location:  From the spillway the 
alignment took a more northeasterly direction.  The current section proceeds more easterly along the north side of East 
American Avenue 
*B8.  Related Features: N/A 
 
B9.  a.  Architect:  Unknown  b.  Builder:  Unknown 
*B10.  Significance:  Theme  Water Conveyance System   Area Fresno 
    Period of Significance Circa 1885-1888  Property Type Water Conveyance System    Applicable Criteria    N/A 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.) 
 
The period of significance for the Malaga Canal is based on the period of construction which appears to have occurred 
between 1885 and 1889. 
 
All of the modifications that have occurred to those sections of Malaga Canal within the non-contiguous project APE 
occurred after the period of significance.  Thus, while the some portions of the canal may have integrity of location, its 
integrity of materials, design, and feeling have been compromised.  On the bases of this information, structural elements 
within the project APE have no historical integrity. 
 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)    
 
*B12.  References:  Willison, Paul H. Past and Present & 
Future of the Fresno Irrigation District. Prepared for the 
Fresno Irrigation District, 1980.  Mead, Elwood, et al. 
Report of Irrigation Investigations in California.  
Bulletin 100, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office 
of Experiment Stations. Washington: Government 
Printing Office. 1901.  Fresno Irrigation District Aerial 
Photographs dated 1973, 1979 and 1992, respectively. 
Google Earth, http://googleearth.com accessed June19, 
2011 and August 15, 2011. 
 
B13.  Remarks:   
 
*B14.  Evaluator: Jon L. Brady 
              J & R Environmental Services 
              17900 Auberry Road 
              Clovis, CA  93619 
 
 
*Date of Evaluation:  August 15, 2011   
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 
 

(Sketch Map with north arrow required.) 
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non-contiguous project APE 



 
 
 
 
Page 3 of 5     *Resource Name or #: Malaga Canal 
*Recorded by Jon L. Brady   *Date August 15, 2011     Continuation    Update 
 

DPR 523L (1/95)                                                                                                         *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
CONTINUATION SHEET       Trinomial ____________________________________________

*B10.  Significance (cont’d):   
 
Historically, it appears that the Malaga Canal was originally known as the Cleveland Ditch and appears to have 
been constructed prior to the completion of the Briggs Canal.  According to Mead (1901:Plate XXIV) there was a 
name change before 1900 when the Cleveland Ditch became known as the Malaga Extension Ditch.  
 
Modifications to those sections of the Malaga Canal within the non-contiguous project APE gives the canal a more 
contemporary look as opposed to that section of the canal that is located east of Temperance Avenue outside of the APE.  
Therefore, its contemporary look suggests that this section of the canal does not appear to be associated with important 
events at the local, regional, or national levels.  Consequently, the canal is not eligible for the National Register of Historic 
Places under Criterion A.    Although the canal was constructed in the 1880s, it is unknown who constructed it.  It is also one 
of many secondary canals found in the CID.  Therefore, the portion of the canal within the project APE does not appear to 
be associated with significant people, historically, and is thus not eligible for the National Register under Criterion B.  Those 
sections of the canal within the project APE do not appear to embody a type, period, or method of construction, nor appear 
to be the work of a master craftsman, or reflect high-style architecture; thus the canal is not eligible for the National Register 
under Criterion C.  And finally, there is no research potential associated with those sections of the Malaga Canal that cannot 
be gleaned from historic resources.  Therefore, the Malaga Canal does not appear to be eligible for listing in the National 
Register under Criterion D.  If  the larger system were to be evaluated and determined eligible for the National Register as a 
historic district, those sections of the canal within the APE would not be contributors.  
 
Additionally, in accordance with Section 15064.5 (a)(2)-(3) of CEQA Guidelines and using the criteria outlined in Section 
5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code, the Malaga Canal does not appear to be an historical resource for the 
purposes of CEQA. 
 
Photographs (cont’d): 
 

 
 

Photograph 2: View east toward Malaga spillway at the eastern terminus of the earth-lined  
section of the canal within the non-contiguous APE(Photo taken June 17, 2011). 
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DPR 523L (1/95)                                                                                                         *Required Information 
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Photograph 3: View northeast toward section of Malaga Canal that 
Is piped between the Malaga Spillway depicted in Photograph 2 and South Temperance Avenue (Photo taken June 17, 

2011). 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



State of California  The Resources Agency Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#   
LOCATION MAP Trinomial   
Page  5  of  5 *Resource Name or #:  Malaga Canal 
 
*Map Name:   Malaga, Calif.                              *Scale:  7.5’   *Date of Map: 1978 (p.r. 1981) 

DPR 523J (1/95) *Required information  
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