Public Draft Environmental Impact Report
North Fork American River Trail Project

Prepared for:

Placer County
Department of Facility Services

State Clearinahouse No. 2005112042

August 2007

EDAW



Public Draft Environmental Impact Report

North Fork American River Trail Project

Prepared for:

Placer County

Department of Facility Services
11476 C Avenue

Auburn, CA 95603

Contact:

Andy Fisher
530/889-6819

Prepared by:

EDAW
2022 J Street
Sacramento, CA 95814

Contact:

Debra Bishop
916/414-5800

August 2007

EDAW

0":’ Printed on Recycled Paper

P 05110041.01
NR N7 N7



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Section Page
1.0 INTRODUGCTION ...ttt sttt sb et st e et e e seebesbeebesbe e e e eneeneeneebestessenteneas 1-1
1.1 Type and Purpose of the Draft Environmental Impact RepOrt..........cccocviviiineneicinincee 1-1
1.2 Scope of the DEIR and Effects Found Not to be Significant............cccccooiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee 1-1
13 Definition OF BaSEIINE .......c.ooiiiiiiie ettt nae e 1-4
14 YT TN ToF: o Lol O 4 (=] - H SR 1-4
15 Project Background and HiSTOTY ..........cooioiiiiiiiisece et 1-5
1.6 DEfiNItION OF TEIMS .....eiiiie ittt ettt se et e b s re e st e besneeneeeeseens 1-9
1.7 Project Review and CEQA PrOCESS.......cccveiuiiiiiiite sttt stee e steatae e sre e te s e srestesnaesresteenaesresnes 1-9
2.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY ...ttt sttt se a1t te st e st estesaaneatessestestenneneens 2-1
2.1 Summary Description of Proposed Project and AIernatives ..........cccccvvviceveieeve s 2-1
2.2 Environmental Impacts and Recommended Mitgation ...........cccoceiviiiininiieneieesse e 2-1
2.3 Alternatives to the Proposed PrOJECT ........cvo it 2-2
3.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION. .. ..ottt sttt sesteste st saeeesseneasesseasennenseeas 3-1
3.1 PrOJECT LOCAIION ...ttt bbbttt bbb 3-1
3.2 StUdY Area CharaCleriStICS ......uiiieiie e e e re e re e sreesreesnaeereenes 3-1
3.3 PrOJECE ODJECLIVES. ... .eiii ittt sttt s b e e e be s te e b e beeneestesteeneesreane s 3-1
3.4 Description Of Prop0SEd PrOJECT..........uiiiiiiieieieisi st 3-3
35 Intended Uses OF thiS EIR ..o 3-10
4.0 LAND USE ...ttt bbb bbbkt b bbbt n e bbbt e 4-1
4.1 ENVIrONMENTAl SELHING .....eoviiieiii ettt es e sae e e eenne e 4-1
4.2 T o UL Y 0] YRS T=1 1 1] T SRS 4-3
4.3 0] 0 Lod £ PP TP PP 4-5
4.4 MITIGATION IMBASUIES ...ttt bbbttt bbbt n e 4-8
5.0 BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES .......oiiiiiiiiteie ettt sttt seaneane st st e e neens 5-1
5.1 ENVIrONMENTAl SEIEING .....oviieiiiec e 5-1
52 REGUIALONY SELLING ... e e eieeie ettt e et e st e te s e teereeneesaeaneeneennens 5-5
5.3 0] 0 Lo TS 5-11
5.4 MiItIQAtION MEASUIES ......c.viitiiieiie sttt sttt e st e et et e s beesa e besreebesteaneeseenreenes 5-15
6.0 CULTURAL RESOURCES ..ottt ettt se e testestesae e naenaeseanessessennenseens 6-1
6.1 ENVIrONMENTAl SELHING ......ocviiieice ettt re e te e renne e 6-1
6.2 REGUIAIONY SEITING ... ittt bbbttt bbb 6-8
6.3 1001 07T £ T T TSP UP PR RPRTRO 6-12
6.4 MiItIQALtION MEASUIES ......c.viiteieiiiesie ettt et e s te et e e besbeese e besae e b e sbeanaeneesteenes 6-15
7.0 VISUAL RESOURGCES ..ottt bbbttt bt 7-1
7.1 ENVIFONMENTAL SEIING ......viiieieccec e et e s e st e e te e s teesreesreesnne s 7-1
7.2 REGUIALONY SELLING ... eiviieeieie et sttt e st et e se et e e taesbesbees b e steeneentenreens 7-4
7.3 1001 0T T £ TPV PP 7-9
7.4 MITIGALION IMBASUIES......eiieeieeiteesieestee sttt e te e e te et ste e s e s s e s e s e e be e be e teesteesreeeneeeneeeneeeeeennes 7-22
North Fork American River Trail Project DEIR EDAW

Placer County i Table of Contents



TABLE OF CONTENTS

(Continued)
Section Page
8.0 TRANSPORTATION AND CIRCULATION ..ottt 8-1
8.1 ENVIroNmMeNtal SEHHING .........oiiiiee ettt eeeneeseeeneas 8-1
8.2 T o UL Y 0] YRS T=1 1 1] T RS PSSUR 8-2
8.3 1001 0T T £ POV PSPPI 8-4
8.4 MiItIQAION IMEBASUIES ... .ecueeieieie ettt sttt ettt ettt e s eeste et e saeeteeneeseeeseentesneaneeneenneens 8-7
9.0 F N 1 O LU N I I SR 9-1
9.1 ENVIrONMENTal SEIEING .....cviiiiiie et 9-1
9.2 T oW (0] YRS =1 1 ] T TS 9-10
9.3 0] 0 Lod £ TP PTPPPR 9-16
9.4 MITIGATION IMBASUIES ...ttt bbbttt bbbt b et e 9-20
L0.0  NOISE .ottt ettt sttt e e Rt e Rt R e R e R e et et e Rt Rt e Re e Re e RenRe e et et e neeReetenrennenaenean 10-1
10.1  ENVIronmMENtal SEIING ......ociiiieiiceiee et ettt re e nreanes 10-1
10.2  REQUIALOIY SEEEING ... iieieieie ittt ettt e et reeseesteeneeseesaeeneeseeeneeneeaneas 10-6
0T S 1 o =T £ SR UPRSPRTR 10-11
10.4  IMILIQALION IMBASUIES......uecuieiiitiete st e ste sttt ettt e te et e st e e s b e et e e s ae et e s beeseesaeebaesbesreensensenneens 10-15
11.0  SOILS, GEOLOGY, AND SEISMICITY ..ottt s 11-1
11,1 ENVIrONMENTAl SEHING ....ccviiiie ettt ettt re st esreenaesreaneas 11-1
11.2  REQUIALONY SEEING ....vieeieiieiieiiiti ettt bbbttt en e 11-8
TG T 10 ] o= Uod £ TSROSO PTUPTUPUPURURN 11-11
11,4 MItIQALION IMBASUIES.......ciuveieieeieeieesteesteeste e st e saesteente e te e teesteeseeesseeaseeeseeesbeesteesreesneesnnesseeannnns 11-15
120 HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY ..ottt s 12-1
12,1 ENnVIronmMental SELHING ......c.oiiiiiiii ettt ae e ae e te e ste e sne e s eeenree e 12-1
12,2 REQUIALOIY SEIING ....ciiieiiee ittt ettt te e e e s te e e testaeaesreenaenreaneas 12-2
12,3 IMIPACES ..t bbbt E et n Rt nr e nreeneas 12-9
12,4 IMITIQALION IMBASUIES ......eeeeeieeeieeie ettt ettt ettt ettt et e st e e sbeese e bt s reeeesaeemeeseeereeneeseeaneeneennens 12-11
13.0  PUBLIC SERVICES ..ottt bbbt bbbt b ettt st nne s 13-1
13.1  ENVIrONMENTAL SEIING ....ccveiieie ittt ettt seeseeeneeneeeneas 13-1
IR T 1] - 0] A T=1 1 oSSR 13-1
RS G T 10 1o - Uod RSP 13-3
13.4  MItIQATION IMBASUIES ......c.eeueiuieiieiietiste sttt bbbttt bbbttt nn e 13-5
140 RECREATION ..ottt b e bt et s e b e e b e e be s be st et e e eneeneereeneasenbessenaeneas 14-1
141 ENVIrONMENTAl SEIHING .....cviiiiiiiiiee bbb 14-1
142 REQUIALOIY SEIING ....cuii ettt sttt e ettt eseesteeseentesaeeeeseeeneeneeaneas 14-2
e S 11 o =T £ PR 14-6
144 IMItIQALION IMBASUIES......uecveeitiiieeie sttt sttt s et st e s e st e te e e saeese e besteeaesteanbeseestaesaenreaneas 14-9
EDAW North Fork American River Trail Project DEIR

Table of Contents i Placer County



TABLE OF CONTENTS

(Continued)

Section Page

150 HAZARDOUS MATERIALS AND HAZARDS ..ottt 15-1
151 ENVIrONMENTAl SEIING .....c.eiiieeieeee ettt seeeneenneeneas 15-1
ST T U] - o] A T=1 1 oSSR 15-2
153 IMIPACES .. bRt n e r et n b s reeneas 15-7
154  IMItIQALION IMBASUIES.......eeiuieiee ittt ettt sttt sttt e sttt e e s ae e st e besseeeesbeaneeseeeseeneeneeaneas 15-9

16.0 OTHER CEQA-REQUIRED SECTIONS ......coictiiiiieieieese ettt eeneas 16-1
16.1  AEINALIVES ..eoveeieeeiieie ettt sttt et et e s e st e te e s e saeese e tesse et e abeeneesaenreenaenreenees 16-1
16.2  Significant Environmental Effects which Cannot Be avoided ...........cccccovvvivivievieiiciie e, 16-13
16.3  Significant Irreversible Environmental Changes...........ccoceiviiieiiii e 16-13
16.4  Growth-INdUCING EFFECES .......cviiiiiiiiieee e 16-14
165  CUMUIALIVE IMPACTS. ....ccui ittt ettt seeereenaesreeneeneeneens 16-15

170  REPORT PREPARERS ..ottt sttt ettt sttt ne et st e nae e 17-1
S T o= o O 011 1 OSSPSR 17-1
17.2  EDAW-—Primary COoNSUIANT............ceiiiiiie et e 17-1

18.0 REFERENCES AND PERSONS CONSULTED ......ccocotiiiiiiiisitsiene e 18-1
S TR R B {=] £ o0 OSSPSR 18-1
18.2  PErSONS CONSUITEA ......oviiiiieiieiieiiete ettt sb ettt b b e 18-9

Appendices

A NOP Scoping Materials

B Geotechnical Report by Blackburn Consulting

C Special-Status Species Report

D Air Quality Modeling Spreadsheet

E Noise

F Fire Prevention Manual for Auburn SRA

North Fork American River Trail Project DEIR EDAW

Placer County ii Table of Contents



TABLE OF CONTENTS

(Continued)

Exhibits
3-1 WCTNIEY IVIBPD .ttt bbb bbbt bbbt e e e sttt bt b e 3-2
3-2 Proposed Trail Alignment (APPrOXIMALE)........couiiiiie ettt st see et e eeseeenes 3-4
3-3 Proposed Foresthill Bridge Staging TEIMIINUS..........ccceeiieiiieiiieeie e seeseesreesiee e sae e eseeesreesreesneesneeenees 3-7
3-4 Proposed Ponderosa Way Staging TEIMINUS........cc.civiierieieiieiesesiesiesee e sie et seesae e sresreenaesresneas 3-11
7-1 Locations of Representative Views (Key Observation Points) Along the Proposed Trail Alignment...... 7-2
7-2 View of the North Fork American River Canyon from the Foresthill Bridge.........c.cccccoveveviiiiicveieien. 7-3
7-3 Robber’s Roost, Located on the North Side 0f the RIVEI ..........oooiiviiiiice et 7-3
7-4 Lake Clementine, LOOKING UPSIIBAM........cuiiiiieieiiieeite sttt sttt seeeteeneeseeeneas 7-5
7-5 Proposed Trail Alignment Shown from the Boat-in Campground along Lake Clementine (Key

ODSEIVALION POINE 11) ...ttt bbbt b bbb et e bttt nn b 7-5
7-6 Proposed Trail Alignment Shown from near Boole Road in Applegate (Key Observation Point 17) ...... 7-6
7-7 Proposed Trail Alignment Shown from Upper Lake Clementine, Looking Upstream (Key

ODBSEIVALION POINE 23) ...viiiieiieciecie sttt ettt st e s be et e s beete et e s te e s e s besbeestesteenaesbeaneeneenreens 7-6
7-8 Existing Views from the Boat-in Campground along Lake Clementing...........cccooevvviinininencicnnn, 7-14
7-9 Visual Simulation of the Proposed Trail Alignment from the Boat-in Campground along Lake

Clementine Immediately following CONSITUCLION ........cooviiiiicieieciee e 7-14
7-10  Existing Views of the North Fork American River Canyon from near Boole Road in Applegate ......... 7-15
7-11  Visual Simulation of the Proposed Trail Alignment from near Boole Road in Applegate

Immediately fTOHloWING CONSIUCTION.......cciiiie e re e ee e nns 7-15
7-12  Existing Views from Upper Lake Clementine, LOOKING UPSIream .........cccovovvvrieninineneneseeeeenee 7-16
7-13  Visual Simulation of the Proposed Trail Alignment from Upper Lake Clementine, Looking

Upstream Immediately after CONSIIUCTION ........ccvviiiiiic e 7-16
7-14  Existing Views from Ponderosa Bridge, LooKing SOUtheast ............ccccevviveiiie i 7-17
7-15  Visual Simulation of the Proposed Ponderosa Way Staging Terminus, Looking Southeast .................. 7-17
7-16  Existing Views from Foresthill Road, Looking NOIheast...........ccccoeveeiiiiieiin e 7-18
7-17  Visual Simulation of the Proposed Foresthill Bridge Staging Terminus, Looking Northeast ................ 7-18
7-18  Views of the Proposed Trail Alignment from the Boat-in Campground along Lake Clementine

One Year after Trail CONSITUCTION ........cuiii ettt sne e seeenes 7-19
7-19  Views of the Proposed Trail Alignment from near Boole Road in Applegate One Year after Trail

(0701 1 0 Tod 1 o] TSP S PR UR TR 7-20
7-20  Views of Proposed Trail Alignment from Upper Lake Clementine Looking Upstream, One Year

AFtEr Trail CONSIIUCTION ...ttt ettt st et e e sreereebesneeneeneeenes 7-20
10-1  TYPICAI NOISE LEVEIS ...ttt bbbttt bbb 10-3
11-1  SOil TYPES iNthe PrOJECE AT@.......ccviiiieiieie ittt ettt be et et ne e besteesaesreanes 11-3
14-1  Primary EXisting Trails and ROAGS. .........coiiieieiiiieee ettt sne e e e enes 14-3
16-1  BifUrCatioN AIEINALIVE .......cviieiiitictiitesie ettt b et b e et b ettt st nne e 16-3
16-2  Revised AlIgNMENT AITEIMATIVE .........oiiiiiiieee ettt nne s 16-6
16-3  Original AlIgNMENt AREINALIVE........ccv it e e st e s e sr e s s beenee e reenreesree e 16-8
EDAW North Fork American River Trail Project DEIR

Table of Contents iv Placer County



TABLE OF CONTENTS

(Continued)
Tables

1-1 Trail Advisory Group Members and AFfIlIAtIONS .........c.coveiiiiiii e 1-5
2-1 Summary of Environmental Impacts and Mitigation MEaSUIES ...........ccccveveereereeiieesieese e seee e e 2-3
6-1 Cultural Resources Documented during the Cultural RESOUICES SUIVEY ........cceeveieeriiieneneiee e 6-5
6-2 Preliminary Assessment of Eligibility for Listing in the California Register of Historical Resources.... 6-8
6-3 Native American Contacts Provided by the Native American Heritage Commission ....................... 6-12
8-1 Level OF Service DefiNITIONS.......c.oii ittt sttt st seesreeneeneeeneas 8-2
9-1 Summary of Annual Ambient Air Quality Data (2003—2005) .........ccccurirereieieiiisenese s 9-4
9-2 Ambient Air Quality Standards and DeSIgNAtiONS............cccveviiirieie e 9-6
10-1  Human Response to Different Levels of Groundborne Noise and Vibration...........cc.ccecvvviievieinnane. 10-5
10-2  State of California Noise Compatibility Guidelines by Land Use Category .........c.ccocvvrerercieninnnnns 10-7

10-3  Allowable CNEL/Lg4, Noise Levels Within Specified Zone Districts Applicable to New Projects
Affected by or Including Nontransportation NOISE SOUICES.........c.cvviveiieiiieee e 10-8
10-4  Maximum Allowable Noise Exposure Transportation NOISE SOUICES ...........ccvererrereeieenienenieneenns 10-10
10-5  Sound Level Standards (ON-SItE).........ccueriiieieieei ettt see st neesaesreeneeseeeneas 10-10
10-5  Typical Construction EQUIPMENt NOISE LEVEIS........cccveieeiie e 10-13
10-6  Typical Construction-Equipment Vibration LeVels............cccoiiiiiiiiiiii e 10-15
11-1  Regional FAUIT ACLIVITY .....oiiiiiece ettt st e e te e sbeesteeaneeeneeeteenree e 11-6
16-1  Summary of AIErNAtIVES ANAIYSIS......cviiiiiiiiirieiee et 16-12
North Fork American River Trail Project DEIR EDAW

Placer County v Table of Contents



	_Cover-Title
	0 TOC

