Instream Flows and Recreation on the Truckee River
and Selected Tributaries

Report prepared for the Bureau of Reclamation

December 1999

Robert Aukerman, Professor
Lawrence Stuemke, M.5. Candidate
Tammy Kibler, PhD. Candidate
Colorado State University
Fort Collins, Colorado



Letter of Transmittal

T s letter of vrarsgeaeial of <l stedy rupnat, fertrmn Sl et Feomatere g M Fiaata:

E i e Sefovreed Pibageris. Ths repseet representy 7 ownths af revexrch on thye reneabioal
activiies, oplanrus mnscreanm Pows, tecreation] mver wse by actrvity and sepment, reomeation-
related expenditure data, and csamated recreational me ol the Tnockor BRiver, Dennee Creelk,
Vresser Cooele, amd the Tatde “Truckee Pover, Esxtensive oae site data collection was
undenaken dounng e pml-: recreatian use period of June, Julv, and Aupust, The inforowtaom
wis gathered {lum'lp. thus v By awser surveys, observation, and adiesustered surveyy to
guides and curfimers.

The strength of chis paper hes nac anlyin che user survey but wlse in the fact that much
irformation gathered s acquired through mtervicws and conversations with prodessionals
wher mimatedy bnowr and uidentand recmeatooo an the Trockee Raver, it facy, virtwally all
pubdes and ourfuters onihe Trovkee River cooperated and comnbated to s study,
Without thewr help, eatlusiasn, and cooperation, w would buve been difficul, if rel
impossible, o r:urnp]r_'lr: this slucky.

It 5 a pleasure 1o be able o presenc this report sinee its fndiogs are backed wp by a strang
scatistical and scientific dacabase, We bope that the mpon can by wied by ver managen (o
plan and manage the water flows and wereation on the Truckes River and ne inbutanes m
concen with mher beneficial wees and for che benefi of all users.

Sincerely;

5 (gt

Eebert Aukermen, PhI2,
Trofessor
Colorado Stare Uliversity






Contents

Fagy:

LoEnerodicHon ... e e |

The Truckee River and it Tmportance for Recreation ... ..o .0 o oo L. ..., ]

Study soals L e e e e 3

Methodology . oo e 4

Survey [osthuments e e 4

T o 4

Churfime s/ Guede Toterviews ..o e e &

{OHf-Sie Boformal Interviews ... Lo &

Observations and Counts ... L e e e [

PrimarySurvey Locations ... o e i e e &

Survey Cuestions and Purpose ..o o e 7

Physical Clharacterisues of Baver Segrments .. ... oo oo, 7

Specific Recreauon Uke and Preference ... . . 0 e, 7

e e N 8

Imserearn Flome L. e e 3

Extesting Opportuniilies - . .. oun . ine s inne e e 3

Conflices and Crowding . ... oL o

Local and Nonlocal Expenditiwres ... ... i )

Changes in Flows— Effects on Visitation and Expenditares ... ... ... 10

2, Characterdstics of Riverand Uksers ... ... .. . . i iireniinnn. 10

Sepments Deefined . ... oo e e L 10

A Loke Tahoeto RiverFanch .. ... i i i i e 10

B. RiverRanchmo Ollies Brdge . ..o oo e e 12

C Ollie's Brdge wo Hischdale Bridge (Towm Sectiem) ..., ..o oo Lo 12

D. Glenshire BrdpetoBocaBrdge ... ooes oo e 13

E BocaBodgeto Flonston .. ... o oo i ere i e 13

F. Florston o Verd ... . L e 13

3. Verdito Reno/Sparks (Tosn Section) ... 0o oo i 14

H Steamboat Creek Inflowto Pyramsd Lake ... ..o oot 14

[. Donner Creek (From Prosser Dam tr the Truckee Riverp ..o ooe s 14

1. Prosser Creek ... . e e e e e e e e e 1é3

K. Linl: Truckee River {(Berween Stampede and Boca Reservaims) .. ... ... .. 16
{haractermues of Recreanon Biver Users on the Truckee Kiver and

Selected THBWIArIEs oot e e e et e e 16

3. Specilic Recreation Activities, Uses, and Preferences .. .. ... ... L. 19

Creerview of Recreation on the Trockee River and s Tobuanes ... ... ... .. 1%

Trackee Baver .. uuue i ien i re it irma i irannn i mnaae e 21

Little Truckee Brenr o . 21




Coanteris
[netream Flows ond Recreation on fie Truckee River

Puge
Donner Creek . L 27
Prosser Creek . L
Kecreation Swtiviues Defuuad 7
Fly Fshung .. 22
Spin/Fure/ Earr. F:u_:i'tmg ............................................... 23
Kavakinp e e e 23
R e e e 23
LT - 24
PACRICKIRG - ey 25
Bightseedng e e e 25
T 25
T T 1T 25
T G
Actrartici— MNumberof Visits and Uher Davs .. ... L i re e, 26
Prreferred Times tor WINIE Lo i e e e r e e e 26
4. Facllity LOCOUOms ... cuu i it it e e e e 30
Raver Access Polmts ... e i e e e e 34
Most Used Aevess Poamls . oo it et e rrm e e 14
Truckee River . e e 34
Litth Truckee Baver ..ottt it i o it i 35
PO e .. e i e e e e e 35
Donner Creek L e iaairerrieraaas 35
et S 34
Trale and Pulboute . L e e e kT
Bike Paths ... o . e ireeraeieeaaa 35
B 1 T 1 3
Chatliters and Shops ... .. .. . ¥
S Imstram Flows . oo e e e e 37
Cptimum Recreation Flow Levels for Professionals ... ... coan o iin e, 37
Opurmen Flow Level by Reeraton Acoviyand BoverSecon . oounovenonnn 38
Sectipn (A} - Lake Taboe Cutet co RaverRanch .. .o Lo oo oL oot 38
Secuson {B} - River Ranch 1o Donner Creeke Inlee ..o .. . Lo ... ... 3%
Section {0 - Donner Creck {ndet to Troww Creek Tolet . .. 1O
Secrron {0 - Teour Creek Inlet wo Old Boca Bridge I'LLrLle Truckee Inl!']nw} R
Section {E) - (d Boca Brndge (Litke Trucker Inflow) to Badge
at Blomsion e 1
Section (F} - Tloriston o Verds{Raver Bendy ... oo oot 40




Conients —
Instrearm Flows and Recreation on the Truckee River "

Page

Section (5] - Biver Bend (Verdl) to Steamboar Creek inflow .. .o ... ... 40

Section (H) - Stearmboat Creek Inflow to Pymornid Lake ..o C. ... Ely
Secuon (T} - Lamle Troockee River (Section Borween Stampede and

Boca Reservours] e 41

Section (J) - Prosser Creek (From Prosser Dam e the Truckse Rover) ... ..., 41

Section (K} - Donner Creek (Donper Lake to ics [nflow into the

Truckee River) oo e e e e i e 41

Optimurn Biverflons for Survey Ukems oo e 41

Categorization of "High,” "Mediun,” and "Low” Flow Levels Per Kiver Segmemt . ., | 42

A Rrver Ranch o Donner Creelke Inlet . on v venn i enes e e 42

B. Donner Creck Inbet v Trow ek Tnbes .o 41

C. Troen Creek Inlee to Old Boca Bridge (Linde Truckee Inflow) ..., ... 43

D. Old Bora Bridge (Littte Truckee Inflow) to Floriston Bridge ... ..., ... 43

E. Flonston to Vendi (RiverBend) ... oo. i iiiin i iiiinn oo o 43

F. Verdi {River Bend) to Steambont Creek Inflow ... ... o oL cnaL ., 43

G. Steamboat Creek Inflow o Pyeard Lake . o oo oL L, 43

H Lmle Truckee River .. ... i i o 43

I Prosser Greelt o oonn i e e e e e e 44

J. DonnerCreelt .. on e e e e e e e 44

Flows that Stop Rover Ulse ... oo . 44

6. Whitewater Classifications ... .. ... ..ot rrnns e i 45

T3 BT 47

T O T 47

Class II—Tatermediate .. oo i i e e i raa i nae i naeaas 47

Claes IV—= Advanced . ... ve o i e e e e 47

Class ¥ — Expert ... i i daaa e e 48

T R T 4%

White water Classificaucn Rating by Scgment on the Trackee River ..o L0 L L. 4%

Faver Segment ... ..nenn e 48

A Lake Tahoewo RiverRanch .o oo on i e 45

B. River Ranch o Donner Creel Inbet (Ollie’s Badge} .. ..o coa oo 4

. Donner Creek Inber {Ollie's Bndge) to Glenshire Brdge ... ......... .., 43

I}, Glenshire Bndgeto BocaBndge ... ool 4%

E. BocaBndesto Flomston ... . ..o L 48

F. Flomstom bo Verdi o o i e e e 43

G. Verdiw Beno/Sparks oo oo 4%

H. Steambeat Creek Inflow o Pymamed Lake oo oo o o oL, 49




_ Caonltenis
34
instreom Flows and Receeotion oa the Treckee River

Fage
7. Exisling Opporouuties ... ... ... . 0eiea R
Expansion of Becreation .. . .o e e 4T
Improved AcCess . e e 51
Fublic Educateon . . oo e e e e 5]
Spectal Evenrs ... ool )
Lahonzan Canthroat Trout ........ - 3
Exsting Oppoitunities by River br:m::n ........................................ 53
Section & Fahoeto RiverBanch oo oo oL 53
Sectivn B: River Ranch to Donner Creek Indet {Ollies Brdgey .. ..o oL 53
Secaon : Ollie's Brdge to Hinschdale Brdge (Town Section) . ... oL 53
Section 1t Glenshire Bedgewo Boca Brdge oo oo oo il 53
Section Fr Boca BndgetoFlonston oo oo o 54
Sectron {F: Flormon o Vordl o i e 54
Section G Werd ro RenodSparks [Town Section) . .oouooe oo oo 54
Section Hr Steamboat Creek Inflowto Pyranud Take oL oL o0 oooo LY
Sections [ and |- Duonmer Creek and Prosser Creek | A& |
Section K Little Truckee River (Between Stampede and Poca Reser {‘.ur:I R &
E. Conflictand Crowding .. .. . .. i e 35
O, EXPenditlites ... .oou it it ettt et e e 3
1G. Projections on how Changes in Flows Affect Visitation and Expendinwes . ... 62
Total Increased Yisits and Expendmures for Survey Respoadents ... .. in 00 &}
Total Increased Visits and Expenditures for Total Becroation Tker River Fopulaton ... &3
Projecuon if all Dresimesd Flows Were Met ..o e e e &b
FhFishing . oo e e 06
Fly Frsher Survey Respondents ..o oo oo e i i
Fly Fishing Toral Increased Visits and Expendmures ... ..., ... ..., 68
SpmdLure/Baie Fushitg ..o oo hE
Spind Lure/ Bae Swrvey Respondenis ... oo oL £
Sp Lure/ Bair Flshmg Total Increased Visis and K xp(rhﬂlt‘-lll‘lf!‘ .......... B8
Kayahiug - T -
K&}falﬂ.ng "il..l.t".-'E_',. Rrupund: T f5
Kawaking Total Increased Visiss and Expenddivaees . ..., R
Fafuing .. . ... B9
EL*qung ‘::nur'.nr_!r RHpnm‘]f‘nL\ ...................................... . 3

Ratring Tonal Tncreased Visits and Expecditures .., .., 7




Conients
¥
Instream Flows and Recregfmn an the Truckee Rivar

11 Liveratore Cited i

Appendices
Truckes River Becrration Survey

Truwckee Raver Cudfirer’ Guide Interview Survey
Crnact Lase

Tablas

i
&

1 Amnencans PArtiCPATIIN 0 SPOIE L.yt i i e 2
2 1998 Harris Poll on leisure acovivies for adult Amencans ... ... ... L. 2
3 STare participants ate from . .. . ua e e e e 17
4 LI 1 17
5 Education bevel ... ool 17
& Howsehold income ..o o i e e e e e e e IT
7 Recreationists on different river sections by activity .o, oo oan o iaon oot 18
B Obscrved user pumbers per segrnent--users per day and projected wse ... L. 17
3 Actvities and uee per year for survey respondents o..L Lol 27
10 Preferred fly lishing months by the Truckee Fiversections ... ... vovvvunn- s 28
11 Preferred spin/lure/ bart fishing months by the Tnker River sections ... .. ... 29
12 Prfened kayaking months by the Truckee Riversections ... ocoooven oo anss |
13 Preferred rafting months by the Touchkee Riversections .. ... ... ... .. ... iz
14  Opomum flows forsurveyed weers ..o oL 42
15 Flows that would and soudd notstopuse oo oo e 44
16 Lowand high flows doascwould stopuse oo oo 45
17 Percent of users indicating ume of year when lows are best ... oL oL L L, 46
18a  Acceptable numbcr of people by sctual number seen at the river's
ACECSS PILIME . L. L. ieeea i eeaar e e e =l
18t Acceptable number of people by actual numberseenenthe nver ... ... ... 26
18c  Acceprable number of people by actual number seen at the nver's takgom . 57
193 Peocerved cromding at pub-in . ..o on v e ian i e e 57
19 Percened crowdingonthe nver. ... ... 57
19 Perceived crowading st takeour oL il SR
e Types of conflicts onthe Trackee Buver ... ... o o o 58
2 Amcunt spent by survey respondents by actuvitpand tem .o . &0

22 Tetal expenditures by location and item purchased for all survey espondents ... 61




Coments
W
rtstream Flows and Recregfion on e Treckee River

Tadde Papr
23 Expenditures per average respondem by tem purchased .. ... Lo L fil
24 Projecied wser numbers and expenditures by over secttionand wear ..., &2
25 Pereant and oumber of survey rfspn::-ndenu wha wondd increase visits

with changes in tlows P =
26 Dercentape and number ol increased visits: ﬂ:.r f:.r.hino, 2iven L‘Ilﬂ_l'_lgl‘:'s

iy Fleews ..o P
27 Perccatage and runber of m-:re:ﬁ;ed VISits: spm.-" lure/bait I'-jsh_u];n,

givenchanpes inflams Lo oo o e &6
28 Percentage and nuwenber of increased visits: layaking, given chanpes

= 67
29 Pereemage and number of incroased visis: b, piven changes in

T 6B

Maps

Map Pagr
Location Map i e e e e 5
Detatl Map ... e 11
BUVer SEFMEOLS . i i e e aaa s 15
TPopular Biver Access SITes .. oo . e cie i e e 33

et er (sl At o o oo e e e e em e e 50




1. Iraredd g hon

Ivstzum Flows and Becrention on the Treckes River

. Introduction

The Truckee River and jts Importance for Recreation

“Whaer s the Foeal point of vurdeor rereation” {Cutdoor Becneatin Resourees Seview:
Coramssion Bepor, 19723 Today, every suaisne and wpoe e denwnstrates e
unputacee of recreation activitics supports this seacment, 1In fact, FBor Amecans, the
relative inpottance and use of waer Jor recreation conunues ta grow w el weooher
secreatian activities. For example, w 1972, {four national sureyvs showed swamming, and
Fashimge oo be the second and thisd muos popular recrezooo activities for Amencans

(LS. T lentage Conservation Recreation Service, 19790, In 1993, 217 pullion Ansericans rated
swimmung ancd {ishing as the wop 1wa sports activities that they paticipate in most, A 1998
Harmis Poll of the Lvonte leisune time mereation sctivities of Amencans showed fshing just
Lhind pandening as American's favorite outdoor recreation activity:, thas was foBowed closely
by swinurung, walking, and zoll,

Just lw opectan i the Trockee River a2 provider of receeation? The Truckes River
pronvdes o valiable water 1escurce 1har helps suppart the cro most unponant reesion
activities M Ameyica. The nver abso supports other very popular water based activities G
rate high wach recreating Amencans, These actwitics ioclude boatiog {rafting, kavaking,
caneking], which 15 grawang rapidly m populamy: sightseeing: tebing: camping (which oceors
muainly near water); and the other water relsted acdvities studied for chis repor. The river s
no 4 national teoanis attraction, nor s the nver the most mportant regional fownst attraclion.
Flowever, lor locals From Caldomia and Nevada, the nver takes on wreat unporance wlen
oae considers that it nainly seoves the recreation needs of 1| of dhe 10 fastest growing
prpulation centers in the United Seates— the Rena, Truckee, Tahoe area. The mver nuns
rarcugh Reno and 15 easily accessible there and in the adjacent mountains. For much of the
vear, the mver provides an escapes from the bheat and desert. Tr also provides the Tacals wa
thelr mosl emportant sudoor recreation actiities, ko provides recreaon for all income
aroups aned for all seasons. Ivalio provides lor a diversity ol expenences swh as the thnlls
and excierment of mafting and kayaking, the challenpe and skill of fly fishing, and che peace
and sohrude of sightsecing along the aver. The other nujor cusdose recreavion acovine i ke
arca 1s shirg. Compared o the aver-rebed activities, skang cllers a very Limited resource
and apporimity. Shing 1 provided mamly for the high-wneome recreatiomsts, olfenng thinlk
anel exvitement, and ouly cecurs dunng the bmied wamer snow season. The Trackes Rivee
amed i ambatacees, oo the oer hand, ane Far evenooe: they ame aceessible, obfer diverse
expetienscs, are abiomdable for all, wre easilyv acceseible and clove, and provide the most
popiar cutdour recteation activioes of Amencans moone of the Lisies growing popalaten
conters i Armwria, lerclore, the Trechee Fiver and o tebizarnies are essemi] v ahe
poara bving i the pegioe
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.*"u't'ur-:]iu;; tr Lthe survey eespondeots i this E1.1I.-|i_‘_,.'. the [ reches Kiver 15 e as goead Lar
fislenz, eafrang, ve kavabing as other overs mthe repion, Hoever, s soll dwe Aver of
cheice by che Jocals Eor cherr wacer-based necreation actvities. The mesource aod acuivioes
vidsd, amd they provide 2 vanety of quality expenences, Aod, all of this i a8ondable and
withii cany access of the local people.

Fram s evonomic stadpolnr, the mver and ns uibanaces provide recrestion tha v a souree
el meenme Jor the loeal coonomnes for most af the wear, Businesses selling spartiug,
cquapieen, wstatteatts, boiels, conperounds, wentsl companics, guide services, et ail
henelic from the over and its recreation. The meome geoeried & swnifiant {table 1),

Taeble 1. —Amencans parbeiaaunn ir spords'

Armiognd

Atriry IEERE
S I A7 E
Fralumg 4.3
Baosketbell 1.7
Runningfinoning |G &
Brsebal fsofioe] 4.2

"5 Bueau of he Consuw, 1594,

Toble 2. —19%8 Forns Poll on losere aotenres for ado b Americans

Actiwity Pereege
Feadrg 4
Watch rg teles sizn 21
ordering i4
Sperding e wil fankskids id
Fizrng i
Torora spezels F

Crping o mevics et sewingfoacheting A
Wil rrad SWCTTRITIING B
Gl &
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Study Goals

"This :al_ud_r wis tideetaken [or the Buteau of Becluanaion {Hr.t]ar:ul:inn{] tix eleiermumne

the reereatiooal use, visnor aaeers, desired mstecarn Blows o cobwe feer per second (ol
physical chanetesisncs of the fver, faclny locamions, exisiing opportutities, wemation-
rlied expendinunes, the preferred sections an the nver to recreate, and potemial clamnges as
a tesule of whe “Urackes River Operating Agreement { TROA) Flow altematives, The
infarmating comained s mpOmn ety wsed 1w avsis Reclanution m exstablihing the
baseline condition (or the recreanon resources wathin the Truckee River Basin, The baseline
information will kelp determune potential impacts to the meereation resources which may be
atfecwd by il aliematives cﬂnl:{'mpl.ﬁh:t! m the TROA Envinunmercal Inipact Statement

(EIS).

Pertinent informuation/data will alse provide mpaut for g meereationcoonomics mde]
which 15 being prepared by the Univesity of Mevada, Reno, for Reclanation. The paodel
will estimute changes i nver use and changes & recreation expenditures for certan
recreatinn activitws for each alieenative presented 1n the TROA ETS,

The sty sice incheded the Treckee Baver, Donoer Crevle, Prosser Crecl, and dwe Licle
Truckee River, kervatter colleetively refurred 10 a5 the Truchee River, Although the sty
inclades the Litle Truckee, Donner Creck, and Prosser Creek, the emphasis of the study
Focused eon the Truckee River. This emphasis s justiiced by the amoun: of eereational wie
the “lruckee River receives compared tir s tibutames. The primary recreational acvines
studied were strear tshing (v fishing), epindluebah fishing, rafuing, and kayalang, {(xher
acuvitdes studied wenre camping, pienicking, sightsecing, tubing, seimoung, and hebing,
Fecreation typacally begins in Apnl and cominoes through Oneler. Brtweso June 7 and
Aumne 13, mensive wser observations and surveys sere used to collect informuation.
Enfornuation cutskde of chis tene was gathered throuph terviews wath puaides, varbimers, amd
longtima lucals who bave extensive knowdodge of 1he river. Besides formual mrerviews and
surveys, time was spent in discussions and on che mver with experienced and knowledpeable
professinmals. This led ta a greater understanding of recreation and flow reguiremems for
the Trechee River, Recrestion co the river changes wath the seasons and (ews. [nozadly
Aprit when the runcd stans w come down Erontthe Sierm Mountases, anglers head out 1o
the mver 1o break the ccle of "cabin fever” As the mverflows merease, e bard-vore
ks damn their dioy suis and brvee the satees frigd wmperatures. The necreation
seasen bepins 1o pick up in June, sustaies ftself chrough Seplember, and apess off in
Cresober. The ovele of reereateen acovioes changes as the flow of the overs change.

Vour Tmdicates” acivities where shven speenl omphasis mothis repont. Possiizle changes
these madicator activaties, wlich nuy be cavsed by implementanion of the 'TROA e matives.
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weill bwe qu.mti[ir:d i the EIS. Changes o ether acrivizies wll [ -I_!LI..'L[]I_]l'_.].H".'L'l}' acld ressed,
The four mbeaar actvines are Ay fshung, spoadluee/ bair fsbung, koabang, and rafug,

11 s evaden Trsen cer stodythat there 5 o substitute w the srea for 1he recreation
apportuaities frenvided by the Truckee River. Anything that degrudes die water recreacon
experenice ol the Truckes River wall nor coly dimimsh the Iocal eeonemy but the gualiny of
Lfe: el residents inthe region, Likewrse, anyching thae can be done o improvee the wanee
rrerration expernee will wiprove the economy and qualiny of Ife. The umed dilvery of
water {riverdlond comamly halds soe of the muajor keys o degradation or mmprovemem of the
eecreation nn the pvers, “Thus, the emphasis of this stody was on wemdying Qows duar ane
keey Lo provading quality recreation cxpencnoes.

Methodology

Survey [nstruments — There were vao survey wsinomencs desigrod for ths siundy, The Farse
SUMVEY AT eNL Was 4 WTilen questionnare conssemg, of 28 quesicns administered on-sie
v e reationists wiiny the Truckee Biver, Donoer Creek, Prosser Geel, and the Linke
Treckee River, It vas adiomiste e ax an wn-site suoay at ]Juﬂ--:_ﬂ.l.ﬁ, campgrouids, parking
laa, and & cutfeter stones, The surecy nas designed oo allow wlomation te be colleeted
fram all wser groups recreazing an the nver, Une hundred egghor twe survess wre
u::lt]pl{'[ud. Tor :beam eeerenen wier data (rom the gecond wser SIOIP, Ao H-qm:_f,[i{m LULYCY
nas Jesizned, The popubition for the guide/ ofiner suvays combied al prlessional
cutfitters and guides who e the nver for guiding chencele and sell nerhandise elated
thete activite {Le., fishiog pear, kayak swear, e, The survey was administened 4 1 one-one
o e raew with G0 owner nuspers of de business. Data collected from the wer sunays
wene onlered e the Statistical Package for the Social Scietwes (SI'55) Tor analysis.

Lt/ inager sucveys wene comipiled b anud

Q-Sire Surveys —HRecreallon river 15615 wore srvedid Ui un-saie guesticnmines
baneled s and eollected cothe Tonckee Faver, the Dautde Tnackes Brver, Donner Creck, andd
Progeer Creek Swrvey sies svere predomimantly access pots swd aneas of the nver aned s
tribtates where the four mdicaar recreagon ackvites eccur. Surveys weee alseo dscnisared
through rufiters wmid cemers of rwoeaconal businesses that vse the Tiuckee Raver and
selecten] Brimuanes. Survess were disiabured a0 randone imes qf the day and weck woselecusd
sites acvondiog 16 we paitems w oliain epesentatve samphes. One hundned eighty bao on
scre user survens were Collecied vver o G day period. A signdficianly ligher mate of eetuen
fthar wroid be expected From a questionnaire) was abtansd by waning for most users 1e
coargefete arzl fand over e questionmaine a0 popular gatdiemyg areis for 2aglers and boaten.
A agponanzistic approach was ke sureey wers whenever diey seie encoumered, The
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survey consisted of 28 questions and wok an avenmpe of 20 - 30 minoees for the participants
o complete. Although thers wer a few pesons who did noe wish 1o participate, most
people ere more than willing to complets the survey:

Ourfigter/Guide Interviews —Owmfioer/ guide interviews were conducted wath virmaally
all commercial recreativn services chat use the Truckee River and selected iobutanes. The
mterviews consisted of 1 formatted witten survey that was administered by che inrerviewer,
These nwerviews were wscd to collert company user days, areas of operatiog, preflermed flows
far activities, numbens of employees, oumbers of clients, and personal thoughis and insights
that »are invaluable for this study, Sinteen ouditter/guide surveys were completed {rom
ourfimers and guades who speriabzad v both aogling and boating,

Off-Site Informal interview — Time way also spentinformully with professionals
discussing and experiencing fist-hand the viver and its recreation activioes, This
serengthened our undemstanding and insight inro the mver and s users.

Opservations and Counts,—Daily observations were conducted at random sites aloog
the mver and s selected tibotanes. Observatons included recreational user cownts, what
and where tecreational acivities were taking place, and talang note of popular put-in and
Lakeout sites, Observations sere used in conjuncucn «th og-site surveys and discussions
with professional curfiers and gusdes to strengthen the information contained i this
dovument. Informal incerviens with professionals who use the Trscles River and its
eributaries (Donner Creek, Litde Truckee Raver, and Prosser Creck) helped to substantiate
observed merationa] wse and counts and 9% meant to develop optimum flows for the four
wmdicator recreational activities. Information from prolessicoals wns also wsed 1o obran
preferred flows and neorational use patterns on brath Prosser and Donner Creels because
wf the hrmited encounters surveyors had sach recreationists on each of these tnbutanes.

Primary Sureey Locotions . —There wure 13 primary survey sies which were repeatedly
vistted to find potential survey participants, These sites were afl popular access points whuch
nere used considerably throughout the boating and fishing seasons, Sires were "staked ow™
for penoxls of ume when user intensity was high, While traveling up and down the mer,
selected sites were also routinely visned 1o find survey participants.
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Survey Questions and Purpose.—Cme hundred cighty w0 anesite survers were
completed. The primary purpose of the on-sight survey was to describe the different wser
group preferences for riverflows, preferred dme, preferred sections, and activities thev
participate in. In the following secdon of this document, each question it lieted woder 1ts
relevant category. It's relevance to the study s also discuszed.

Physioad Charmesrasases of Rbwer Segrreves. — Even though this section discusses the
physical characeeristics of the river, it was also important in dhis secuon 1o diseuss the
characteristics of the users of the Truckse River,

The tollpwing questions were designed to deternune 2 wser profile and o let the user add any
additional coraments to the survey.
{1} Whar City, Suate, and Zip Code are you from?
{2} Check the category that best descnbes your formal education level,
{3} What is vour gender?
{4} What was your bousehold gross income for 1998-992
(5} Oxher commens?
Spedfic Reaemron Use ard Prefererse — The putpose of this section was ro determine
the bypes of momation activities nocurning on the rAver, the number of visits and user days oo
the river, and the user preferences. The following questions were daveloped o gather
information about the recreation use and prelernces.
{1} What reorational activities have you participated in on the Truchee River?
{2} When do you prefer to come to the nver (spring, summer, weekdays, ete} and shy
do you choose this bme to come 10 the Truckee River? (Example: lite May/early
June on weekdays because the fverflone are best for Hshing).

(3)  List the secnion(s) of the nver where you have participated 1n the followng actvines
and give these areas a quality rating and rason for the w=ting,
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(41 Az whar dere of war and where ane the {lows i the aver best Far your pantcular
recreational activiies?

(5 Ane there any other Avers i the anes tha you wse Tor recreation? How would pou
compate ten to dhe Trwchee Rrver?

Farliry L oo — The purpose of this secuon was wo dete e access pomts along
the river. The following question helped determine these aceess points. Otber Tacilicy
lecations were identified by obscreation 2nd input from professional ourfitters and pudes.

(1) Please mark on the map the access points you started at with a "5" {suart) and 2 "1™
(raksout) where you ended your activines. Also, note the activity on the nuap,

fiztrwars Flime— Thas secteon was desipned e belp deseomine recommended {lows,
preferred Aows, flow rates that would stop recreavional use on the nver, and the umes of ywear

{oor the best {lows.

) Would vou like mater levels or Hows o2 certain section of the Trackee Biver to be
lower, higher, or the same during a cerain penod of the sear w enhance your
recreational expenence? Please explan. (Example: higher during winer monchs,
December, January, February, sertion 8).

(2) Is therr a water lovel or flow mte that you would recommend for the nver that
would enhance your recreational experience?

(3 Ts there a wacer level or fow rate which would keep you from using the nver?

{4)  Would you still visit the Truckee River if conditinns sere not zdequate 1o parmicipare
in your preferned meomational actvites?

(5} [o riverflows or some other factors determine whether or nen sy necreate on the

Truckes River?

F xsmg { ypormentss. — [F mcreation users ame not wsing che Truckee River, where
were they poing? The following questions woee designed o derermine ether nvers
roc R ationsts wsod,




1. Irtreduction
4
Imsfream Fliows ond Racreahon an the Trockes River

(1) Are theee aoy other nvers in the arez e you use for recreation?

(23 What recreavicnal acuvities do vou think the Truckes Kiver is best suited far?

Cerflicts ared Crourdrg— Types of conflict an the dver can be related to the river{lows
and to wher and how many rereationssts are on the river, The follnwing questions wers
designed to determune of ther s any conflict, how often, and =ath whom there 5 confilict.
The questions and darz on numbers and types of users were afso wsed o help substantia:

andd support our user counts and projections of river use.

(1) List the average number of indnviduals who accompanied yon to the Truckee River
this past year per vism.

{1 Listanycanflicts you have expenenced or bave heard about on the Truckee River.
{¥ Have you Felt crowded while using the nver this past year?

(4] Pleasc cstimate the number of each of the following types of users you encouneered
(per visit) at each location this past year.

(5} Are you aware of or had any conflicts wath ather users on the Truckee River?

[EI- Cho averape =it to the Truckee Hj"-"l.‘f, how ny PEEIPLE are wirhin E}E‘SI [ar any
i;i"l'l"_"ﬂ TJ.lTI‘:?

{7) What (o your opinion) s an acceptable number of people 1o have within eyesighe in
the following places whale on the nver?
{. ool el Nardow! £ x pendhivess — To determune how nuch money recreationists were
spending when panicipating in their activiry, the followng questions were ashed:

(1) TIn the table, please indicate the amount, what you spent your money oo, and shere
VoL SpEnt your money while panucipating in your recreaton 161viLy.

(2) Have vou used a commercial gude service on the Truckee River?
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Chirge i Flems— E ffogs an Visration sl £ xpondiness,— To determine how tnstream
Mows affect the partcipation kevel pa the Trckee River and how they would affert
vxpendinures, the folloning questons were ashked:

(1} Duosenbe the pver conditons that you prefer i order ta participare in your nver
actovities.

{3 What might br donc an the Truckee River i make it better for your recreation?

(3] How many more visits per ywar would you make if dhis aer doge?

7. Characteristics of Rivers and Users
Segments Defined

The Truckes Fiver has been dnaded mto i1 sections, A K, zceonling o physical aspects of
the viver, access points, and merational use patterns. Each segment of the river has unigue
characteristics which are amractve o ddferent wier groups and types of expenence desired.
Sections L, |, and K are selected wiburardes of the Truckee River, which are also included in
this study. Discussions with professional outfitters and puides also helped ro entify logical
beginning and crding poines for the scgrocnts, By dnading che river inco differenr sepments,
each section can be observed and swudied separately and compared with other over segments.
The scgments on the Tnichee River begin wath section A at the outlet of Take Tahos o
section H, which 1emninztes n Pyrammid Lake.

A. Lake Tahoe to River Ranch—1he Truckee Rrver begins at che ouder of Lake Tahee at
the serall 17-gare dam on the lake's western shore. This dam regulates the lake's first 6.1 feet
of water thar feeds mro the Truckee Buver. This sertion of the aver has more recreational
acuvity than any cther sections on the dver. Recreational activities zre forbidden wichun
1,000 fert downstream of the pﬂpu]ar 'Fanoy Brndge" at the nvers beguuung Fanny Brodge
]3 d I}{}}'JUJ.].I' \]_.ll:“ [{}r I'H'HP]! Lo} waews W‘n !:ITE!: mlnl‘.ﬂw oLy "i'i."ﬂ,]l'mg I:I:Ilr [Dum[.s. [ ) tj'_l_['l:llw
them a frec meal as chey sit in the highly oxypenated warer, Utyguided mafting demnates this
scction of the nver as the most popular recreational activity, There are roo pemun:ed rafting
cornpanies that are licensed to operate on thus section of the rver, Each company is
permitted 10 have 100 rafis on the water at any given tune. The rafting season lor this
sectinn of nver ranges from the middle of June through earby Seprember, depending oa
emperatures and rverflons (refer o opuomum flow levels, page 37}, A public boat Launch
allows casy access for those who wish to use their own rafts. Iris unbawdul for warercraft 1o
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operate on the aver if the flows exceed 1,250 ofs, The commercial rafung cormpanies cannot
send rafts out befare 1000 am. or after $:00 prov (this allows anglers a rafefree fver ar peak
{ishing times and also reduces conflicts berween different user groups on the rver]. Fishing
on Wy section ocours throughowt the fishing season but & mare popular duning the early
sprng 2nd {all »hen miung activity has subsided. This section of the fver s rated as Class |
water, with the moust exctang secuon just belon: eotenng the River Ranch. A bike path,
which runs alonyg this segment of the nver, has sipnificanty mcreased the recreational wse of
this section from bicyelists, joggers, rollerbladers, and walkers, The biggest danger for
beoaters an this section 5 the povate brdges which have lide clearance dunng higher flows.

8. River Ranch to Ollie"s Bridge— This is the second myost vsed section of the nver. The
nver flows along Highweay 89 from River Ranch to the Donner Creek inflowr at the westem
ead of the Town of Truckee. The National Forest Scrvice has three campgrounds (Silver
Creek, Gnose Meadows, and Gramire Flats) on thus section. Heavy use of this mver segmemnt
&5 due to the loration of these campprounds and easy access w the nver. While most of the
nver is easily accessible to momational users, there are a sipnificant number of homes

(s pecially on the castern side of the pver) and prvate properties which are posted. This
sectipn offers boaters Class TT and IIT warter and hay sipnaficant tralfic durng periods of
higher flzwe in che spnng and early summer. No commercial tafting companies an curenly
operating on this section of the nver {although one company has filed for a permin with
Placer County). Kawekers are the most frequendy seen wers on thus strewch of the nver.
During periods of high Aews, spin/lure/bax fishing is the meost commnn way for anglers 1o
fish. Ban fxhing scems to be the most effective way for anglers to catch fish duning higher
flows. As the Aows show during dhe summer months, nffles and pocket water begin o
emetge, which in marn draws increasing numbers of fly Fishers. This is alers a populbar seerion
for those anglers who want to get ina few hours of fishing after work.

C. Olie's Bridge to Hirschdale Bridze {Town Secrion) —This seenion beging an the Donner
Creck nflow (CHlie's Bridge) at the southwest comer of the Town of Truckee. There s an
unimproved parking arez which has a capacity of about 10 vehicles. This access point is
popular with kayakers who wish to baat the challenging *Town Section” of the river (rated

as lass [11} during spang runoff. The most popular sepment of this section for anglers
pamllels Glenshare Road There are many pullows and usimproved pading areas which
allow for easy aceess o the river. From the wnflow at Trout Creek, the river is designated as
"wild rrour waeet” and is resericted to single and barbless hook hures and flies onby. Both fhy
fizhing and spin/lure/ bait fishing takc place on this section, bt fly fishiog 15 the porm, The
most popular times o fish this secton are Apnt and May before the spning runclf oceurs and
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lace July through the end of the fisiung season on Octaber 15. This section ends with the
popular "bunkers” area that s accessible {rom the noeth oo south day use areas by Hirschdade
Brdge,

D. Glenshire Bridge to Bora Bridge—This section flows between Glenshire Bridge and
Boca Brdge. This section is popular with recreatianal boaters and s rared as Class [I, This
4.5-mile eection oiers easy aceess poines at both bridges. Although considered a Class I
section, at higher flows {4,000 cfs}, many would place r in the Class 11T category. Fishing ac
the beginning of this section has resulied in confrontations with the San Francisco Flyeasters.
The Flycasters own ¥ mube of property on the river, which resinets [ook access. However,
those floating through on watercraft am legalky allowed to fish. Fishing this section becomues
popular when flows are below 820 cfs in both the sprng aod fall. Wading rhis section
more dif(xeult than other sectons of the dver; spin/lure/bait fishing is more popular than fly
fshing. Prosser Creek enters the Truckee River in chis section and offers anglers {willing to
wallsh fine sl streamn fishing, Prosscr Creck and its inflow are accessible From I-80 West
by tuming north on an unimproved mad. This 2rea ¢ popular amang Ey fishers and i
known as "Joc’s Scheolard " Long, smooth runs make the area around the Prosser Creek
miflow anmcuve 1o the dry fly sochusiser. Fishing the Prosser Creek inflow area is mast
popular whien the spring runoff has subsided in August and Seprember. The Lale Truckee
River enters the Truches River proper just before Boca Brdge. This is a popular put-in poinr
(or commerial mling companies.

E. Boca Bridge re Floriscon—This section is the most popular with cormmereial rafting
companies. Most ouditters put in at the Little Truckee confluence a few hundred yards From
Boca Bridge and takeout at Flonston. Much of this section is Class 11 and $11 exeept the last
¥ srule, wuch copraine the Broneo and Jaws rapids (both ane Class 1V). Rafuing rakes place
on this seciion when flows range [rom 1,000 w 4,000 cfs. Nurmercus rafring puides consider
a flow of around 2,000 cfs to be "ideal ® This secvion 5 also popular with mom expencenced
kavakers. The arca around Boca Brdpe i popular with anglers beeause of ity sasy access and
gquality fiching.

F. Flariston o Verdi—Just below Flonston Bndge, where the washed out Farad Diversion
Diam is Jocated, is a popular spot for kavakers to gather and “surf” and do “rodec™ moves on
the wave thar is produced by a concreie slab from the fallen dam, Commercial and private
rafters and kayakers often use this section of the nver. This section is rated as Class 11,
except for the porion from Farad 1o Verdi, which contains beth Dead Man's and Staircase
rapids (borh are considered Class 1V whitewater). This section requires thres portages
because of concrete diversion dans (Fleish, Steamboar Gunal, and Verdil). Crystal Peak Park
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at the west end of Verdi s a popular recreation site that offers improved faciitivs and easy
access to the river. Although this s nae a popular put-in site for boaters, eafrers and kayakers
trequently pass dough. Spin/lure/ baic fishing i popular and productive because of many
deep hales that hold trow.

. Werdh 1o RenofSparks (Tawn Sectron)— This "wrban” section of the Truckee River is
easily accessible because of the many parks that line the fiver through Reno and Sparke.
Some litnted rafting and hayaking rake place dunng March, April, and May when the spring
runcif begine {see able 7). There s also a kayak slalom course by Mayberry Bridge which is
used i the early spring and summer months, During the hot summer months, rafters
oc¢asionally use this section 1o "play” o the mver to bear dhe hor temperatures. Fishing s
the most popular mereational actinry through this section of the nver, Several parks aun
along this secting of the nver through downtown Feno and Sparks. Although some fly
fishing does take place here, spin/hare/bait fishing is more popular. Several anglers who fish
this section of the river say that the fishing i good because of the periodic stocking by the
Mevada Division of Wildlife. Szacking stares 1n March and cominues through Seprember,
with rainbow trout being released every 2 wecks from Spardes westw Verdi, Most fishing
takes place during the late spring and summer when the flows have started o decline from

the spring runoff.

H. Steamboat Creek Inflow ta Pyrarmid Lake —This section of the niver 15 used very linde
use compared to the rest of the river. In fact, it was dilficult for our surveyors w find aoyone
1o survey, event on weckends, Alkhough some recreational use does take place on this
scction, 1t is minimal in companson 1o the upper reaches. Spi/he/bart fishing and rafting
were both observed on this secion. Froan Sparks, the rver fows through a hot and dry
desert envimonment for approximately 40 miles alang I-80 wntil it leaves the lughway and mns
through Fanie Tndian reservanon lind. Along L8O, there i little access to the mver because
of the sienificant amount of private property. The only river ascess site that peaple
encountered alomg I-80 was near Derby Dam. Conversations with locals fammubar with chis
area sald thac limde recreation rakes place.

. Dranper Creek (From Prosser Dam to the Truckee River)—onner Creek is a soall but
sipnificant tributary that feeds into the Truckee River just above the Town of Truckea. A
siall dam o the castern shore of Donner Lake feeds the creek. From a recreation
standpoine, the most imprartant aspeet 15 that Nonner Creek mns threugh Diooner Seate Park
and Memerial, Most recreational activicy on the creek takes place bere, Borh [ly fishing and
spind Ture/ hatt. [shing take place from rhe banks. Because the ereek is small, miting and
kayakng do oot cecur.
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I Prosser Crock.—Trosser Creek i alio a soall steeam that s popdar vath fly fishers.
Many amglers visi dhis stream @ pet away when the Trckee Rivee becomes crowded.
Prosser Creek s only 2ocessidle brom sestbound R34 miles west of Bova Reservowr,

K. Little Truckee River {Between Stampede and 8oca Reservoirs)—-This is the mwost
significane oyibutary that leeds ineo the Trackee River. The section berweer: Stampede and
FBrea Reservows i Jughly wsed by anglers of 28 opes during the cady spring (May- June) and
afeer the spring nenoff has subsided e 350 ofs or below. Fiv fishers and bank anglecs
cobgrerae where the Littke Truckee Biver eoters Boca Reservotr because of its easy accoss
and quality fishiog. The Lintle Truckee River s considered to be one ef the more producave
lisheries inthe area becanse of the pralific nseer populstions and qualicy habitar.

Charocteristics of Recreation River Lisers on the Trochee River and
Selected Tributaries

Nearly all Truckee River recreition wsers are from Calfomia (72,3 percene), while 227 per-
cemt are from: MNevada (lable 3 Males make up 63.4 percent of the recreanion wsers {rable 4).
There are 27.6 percent who bave swended college falmost 3 pereent are college graduates or
fave . post-graduate degree) (table 51, Thus, most of the people revreating on the Truchee
Fover are bighly edicated. Hosehold moomes berneen $5C,001 and 370,000 nukbe up

23 percent of the users, and 23,4 perent cam over 373,001 fable 6). Those who recreate on
the Truchee River make a relatively high meorme, yer all income levels are nepresented on the
rver. Cwerall, recreavomsts on the Truckee River are highly educared, highe meoma: males
wha live within a day's drove of the over.

The dana given m cables 226 are epresentatve of the aver and selecoed trbutanes as 2 whale,
Fach of the selbected tributanes (Doaner Creel, Prosser Creek, and che Lanle Trackee River)
drows o differem populaicn of recreational users. Donner Creck attrsces families who are
cammpiny, i the Dononer State Memomal Park Prosser Creek amraces iy fly fishers
seckinyg solitude and a satt strearn fishing expenence away from e erowds. The Latle
Truckee River is similir 1o the Truckee River except that tt does oot receive rrfting or
kayalung pressere. Both bank avd fly sngless prmanly e the Link Truckee River. There
has recenily been a proposal for the river 1o be manazed a3 a blue nbbon fishery, which
woneh] nerke o catch and nelease ouli
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lable 3. Slely ngeticpaats sve o

Srolea Mumber of Aople Furi il of ceople
alifa-mia 120 LA
elvrarhia 37 i
Tewas I 0.4
Idaha i 1.4
Mikiggan 2 1.7
Dregan 2z 1.2

Tazle 4 —Gonder
T Fumnber of people Frreantoge of peaple
Malz 104 &ho4
Female G k[

Tab o 5 —Education lavel

Zeme high skl
Graduales high schaal
Zome college

Gradyealed 4-year collage

Pesr grocucts degres ar wark

Mureber of pecple

1
20
a5
40
57

)
12.3
FEN.
74.5
d5.0

Tao'e & — Howselold ncomme

Less than 515,000
$15.001 . $75.000
£25,001 - 335,000
£75,001 - 50000
$a0,0H ] - BTR 000
L7900 . H10C 000
Chwe-r BT063, 000

Hoazntaer of peogple

1r
14
24
14
30
iy

i

Percentage of nenple

113
L2.10
LI
127
P33
R
0.7

Percerlage: of people
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Dverview of Recreation an the Truckee River and its Tributaries

Truckee River —From ns cngin ac che autler on Lake Tahor, reezeation Taegies within che
barst 3C teet of the Trackes Biver, Fanny Bodpe, shech crosses die mver 32 Feet {rom the
camy, s Tahoe: Caty's answer to ao aguanum and s 2 major tounst acraction. Dusng ke
suraner, there are always people leaniog over (b, the bredye nanw} watching the hundeds
of eout that conpgregate w the haphlv oxypenated waier chut is released froos Lake Taboe.
The trowe are umpressively large and are quick 1 spateh up any morsel of {ood dropped ino
the water, Fishing is net peromatted wathin 1,300 Teen of the dame Dhaning the summer
oranths, miung i the mumber e recreational acuviy oo the fise 3.5 miles of the nver. Baft
riital eomyanies cach the amenton of visiiors comung oo Taloe Ciy from Hiphraay 89,
There are two permitied mbt rental outhivers that sell "do it youself” raft tops down the Girs
3.5 mikes of the nver. The trips eod convemently ar 2 amifeil water "roundabour™ at River
Ranch. Depending on mverdlons, the self-gusded Aom generally mkes arcund 1-1/2 w

3 hours. Receeation on rhis section s not hrated to nater acuvites. The Truckee Biver
Bicwck: Pah paralle’s the pver from “Lahor Cv 1o Alpine Meadows, Biocle nders, - line
skaters, jopgers, walkers, people walchers, and people wishing 1w stav on doy lind are
abundant along the "biee™ ward, To avond eooflicts with fishermwen, rafting comparies do oo
put ralis on the mver before 10200 2 or after 430 pan. This keeps the prine fishmg tmes
fmorning and everng) free of commercial rafis ihat put dowm Mish and nuke them
improszible wo cach.

From River Ranch down 1o the Town of Tnwchee, kayaking, fishing, and camping, are popular
recreation seuvities, There are three Forest Senace campgrounds {Cmnite Flats, Goose:
Meadows, and Sibver Crecl) along Highway 8% bevween Tahoe Ciy and the Toen of
Trackee, The campgrounds an: cpen all wear, bur the main season s [rom Memornal Dayto
Fabar Day. These campyrounds have a total of 133 campsites, vauk toilets, and haned pump
water wells. Although nwny campers stay in tents, KVs are the maost popular foom of
accommcdation. These campgrounds are alse populay with the retited conmmuanins some
have been staying 1o the sarne campground for 15 years. Inthe spring, this scction s also
popular with kaakers. As the wuter stans to ebb and the rocks stant to protrude, (shing
showly replices kayaking as the man "on nver” reereation. Both bank and {ly anghers
vonsider thas section of the meer ro be "good” {oo a seale froon excellent o poord.

The pver throwgh the Town of Truckee s a pepular itermediate 1o advanced nen lar
Layakers. [homne dhe S rurtoeff, 1has section s mred as Class 1T whinewsaer becawse of
the continueos whitewaier, IE vou abardon yner boanand have w seam chis secton, «
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15 [l cask 10 5l Lo shore 105 advisable to bave vow "eell” down betose nuoning 1his
secron When the Buw dhops below 800 ofs fishing szans o became nsoee comistent, and
lshermen can aften be seen whule daviy aloog Wt Soneer

Frerme 1o st end of the Tomn of Truckee 1o Hinholale ]hid;-;-:_‘, ﬂ}' |'i5c]1[|:1:; 15 the oo pane.
The river treno Trout Creck 1o Bova Brdge 18 desgnated s "wald toat naters™ and requines
artificial leres and fles aich barbless bewks. Taere are many pullans and unirgseoved
parking zreus along Clenshime Boad. Coe local fishang sande wha trrvels the mad every day
statedd, "Ar a oenimun, L see 3 4 cars packd along this section at any piven vee from L
June through md Augwst.” Although there is some mafting and l-mﬂkmz,‘ avtivity alang v
sectinn of die river, aopling s by far the most poplar recocaiona! activity. 19 “rant Clenshire
Bridpe o Bova Brdee, teoh ishing and ht:-:luﬂﬁ Ane veually p-Dpul:-lt’. Although bunk aceess
[or anglers 15 somewhat limited, fushing this sevticn Ty boas 5 Lucorming ncreasingly popalac.
There have been many cond rantations wich land cwners {iwned by tie San Francscee

Flyrasters) and :IJ'I.E;!E'I‘E» awemprng o [sh through ther propery {fahich is legal 35 lang, a5
r.E:u-z1r stav i 1he boat or ralt), This & alse a great intermediate € lass 1T + kagak rue which is
very popular with ineermediate beoaters or as 2 "warm up” far mum advarced kayolers.
Private miters alsa regulady e this section,

The stmin section of the over for rafting is [rom Boea Bodge to Flonston. Thhis section i«
alsa the mos wied secton of the Prcke: River by commercial owtfiners, Dunng Jane and
July, miters head down the nver anucipating the Jaws and Bronco rapids which puand the
akeout point at Flonmsion. While 95 percent of this ever-populsr run is conskdered Class 1
and JE1, Jaws and Bronco rapids are considered Class [V rapids and are not for the faio of
beatt. These rapics can be avoided by an casy portage (vluch is ofien done by children and
the faint of heart), Fishing i also popular, bur access s somewhat londted since die nver s
anay from the highwsy

Flonstan to Verd i alio eonsidered an advanced dver nmner’s section, wath nuenerons
Class 11T rapad's and one l[]_'}ead Man's Curvey Chiss IV rapil. Just east of the bridge at
Florision s the fonmer site of the Farnd Diversion Dan, wluch wes washed out i the Jood
of 1997, ki 15 a popular site Tor kayakers to gather amd "surf” the save made by the
comerete reanrants of e darn Kayakens wake tuems serding and anempting Teack” moves on
this "anifictal™ wave while ergendng the camaraderie of other boaters, Towo civersion dams
(Flush and Venl) nave to be pontaged on this secton. Cnstal Peak Tark on the west side of
Verdi s pauopadar wath .1|11;]:rr:i, 5i;.;i1L~.'::r:|':-.:, ]::il'u:it:l-:r:r:'.', ard {amulies Ejl'pu}'i_t]g the cutdswors. e
park of s easy acvess w rhe river for lishing o 4 4 laoneniog <ite for boats. There ane
piciic tabbes, exra larpe pnlle, restroons, and a paved parking lor tha nuabe this e popular
Liac facraly gatherings and groups, The dominam reoestional senvities w Cnsea] Peak Mark
ane plenckang, and spio ured bait Fishing,
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The Rivee Bend area on the east sicde of Vend s abo wed for fishing, Senching boacs, aed
setrtniung, Albougl there are no enproved Bacilities, ehis area w very popudar. This e
ciffers from Crastal Peak Park in thar & drames people who ane there for 2 mane specific
{Lishing oc boating) recreational aogvity.

Rafting or krvaking from River Bend to the Patigonn cuder s alve o [:Il:':lEH,] ar mun fur private
rafeers and occasionally commereial cutflimess. Fubing on this section is also popular, The
Nevada Diviacn of Wildhe seocks the river here wah "eacchalle” siee minbow trowr.

Feno and Sparks bave nuny nver packs that ailow eusy 2ecess 1w the over. Spindlure /hai
fishing s the most popular form of angling in ths section of the nver, wthough My fishny o
alsr popular. The Nevads Division of Wildlle stocks this section of the tver vvery 2 wecks
From Manch theoogle Seprember. Thas secuon of the Tockee River 5 what the MNevada
Dirviston of Wildtife calls a "put and rake fishen” Wingfield Park, Llelwad Park, and
Friherman's Park are favored fsluog spots by Rene and Sparks locals who say that the
[5hing 15 excellent dunng the late spring and swmmer months, There i also a kayak slelom
course near Mayberry Brdpe, which s frequented by kayak cothusiases, The final secuion of
the over From Swamboal Creek to Pyrarmid Laks tollows Interseate 83 o the Towm of
Waddsweeth wheee 1 heads norh and runs through the Pyramicd Lake Indian Resereation,
U several wips o Pyvanyd Lake, our researchers observed only three people who wene using
the nver for recreation, Researchers artempred to find recreationists at different umes of dhe
oy anad week, incheding weckends. Acvess te the mver on Panme land 3 mestly restncred snd
duscouraped, dlhough plans for allovwing aceess o the siver lor fishing i being considend.

Licde Truckee River.—The section of the Lide Truckee River that was investgated for this
study lies between Stampede and Boca Reservoirs. This section of the nver wands through
open meadows and valleys and 1 popular with fly fishers and bank anglers becanse of the
healthy populitien of rinbow and brown troue. Steeam and habitar improvement projects
have improved this section of the rver that has eliminated the need to plant rout due: e
wcreascd sUccoss n:pm-dm:-:m The Little Truckee River inle intn Boca Besorvoir s very
popular with anglers. Ther is an adequate shoulder along the road dur provides casy aecess
dewt 1o the over. Bovingron Mili Canpground s located ot the Little Tnchee Krver,

4 miles nomth of Baca Dy This campsraund s pogalar wath anplers whe (b the aver,
“The campground aflers 10 campsites and bas o vl wded The "maadows section” just
north of Boyington Mill Campground s also popular. Thete is 1 parking area with tearls
leacling dunm to the river, Tt has Been recancly propesed that this secuon {beeneen Stumpede
anel Brooea Beservorms) be desipoated as a “wild trowt” fishery, These regulatinns sould meduee
the bag ot Trom Dwe troue of anv siee to tea tout 14 incles or smaler. Bait fohmg would
a5 b eliminated, allowing {ehing with amfeia Mies and uees ooy
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CGonrnar Creek —]tnner Creek Lot nacsr of the Town of 1ackee. The secvion o 1rimes
Creck, which i inchaded i dus sty 1 Jronuthe sueder of Dieoner Tabe s confluence
witle the Truckee Bver. Theee mmties of the creek e wathin Donoer Mermaarial Seaee Fark,
The park oifers 130 camgsites, day wse, pienwckieg, lshing, and 2-1/2 wudes of laking 1eale,
ﬁ..r:;—':lillﬂ, '.ﬂ'l]luuﬁh T craosadeneed as ﬁx}t}d an the other aneas comzimed i thes epon, ises
take place. Mosc of the coeels rnges Trom 13 60 33 fect wide amd can Be easily Bished Erom s
barks. Mostof the aoghing pressune that tikes plare on Deaner Greek s from camnpers wh
are staying at the campgrourd, Spinniog and bae fishing seem o be the donwnane form ol
anghng, Mast of the anglers who fish Donner Ceeele are men: peoeealists than "expert” iy
fishers. Kaltng and kavaking donot cecur on Donger Crecls

Prosser Creek.— The segment of Prosser Creck meluded o this sewdy is From the Prasser
Feservoir cutllow to its conllugnce wath the Truchee River, Duoe w i sroall size, Trosser
Creek ool sullable for mfvng or kayaking, The crek = accessible from westbownd 1-80
the samwe sullouc anglers use o access "]oe’s Schoohard™) 2 fewr mikes west of O Boca
Bricdae. Flvfizheny seeking sobtode anad 2 small stream angling expenence fish at Prosser
Crevk

Recreation Activities Defined

The Trucker Biver i well krowen Toc s scemie values and waier- basvd tecreacton
apponunities. Alhough mosc of the recreanional acuvites are dimctly water based activines,
biking, bird watching, picnacking, and sightscemny are popular acuivices that are wlirecdly
licskeed 163 the: aver. For this snaldy, daa wen collected far all recreation activites, However,
this repoc loouses on four muyor istean recreational actvitics that Reclamation has nated
& mdicasor activities, These inelude Ty fishing, spn/lures bait {ishing, kayaking, and mftng.
Alliouph then: am adehitional rerreativmal acivivies tee ke place on the Truckee fver.
these are the dondnane reerearional activities that darectly degene! on dvedlows for the gualuy
oof the experience,

Fly Fisting.——The Trwkee Biver and seleeied inlwnanes have along hastony of fly bishing,
Bufore thie 19305, the Aser was the only pL*u.'l: i the weorld when: an angler couded catech
Laiatan custhouat et Trom 10 1o 33 pounds. Although those duss ame pone, Tabowan
vierthawar e are bentg reinerodueed mto the nver i hopes of earablshiog thean dmomgliao
the systens, Ly (ishiog s one of the mose popular eeereational uses of the nver.
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SpinfLure/Bait Fighing — Anglers who use spiuning and casting methods to catch fish are
placed in a separate category than Ely fishers because of the difference in arributes of dhe
aetivities. Akhough some anglers who use spinning nr casting methods do wade in the nver,
it 15 oSt comumon to use these matheds froin shore, Since che Truckee River has different
regulations lor differe o sections of the river, anglers who use spinning gear, bures, and bai
‘tend ta use sections dur allowr these methods, Spin, lere, and bait fivhing methods can be
inore effectrve at flow mies that are higher and lower dhan chose best suited for fly Fishing.
Spin lure hait fishing is also popualar at Donner Creek pnmanly due to 1ts family
aumosphere, which appeals to the generlist and not the specialived angler, Bait anglers

are more onented weard carching and keeping thewr limits (consamptive) than fly anglers
who are more onentad toward skill.

Kayaking.—Kayaking is a prowing sport on the Truckee Biver, "Lhe nver's physical
charzeterstics make it an ideal mednm lor kayakers. From Class [ e Class [V shitewater
(depending on season and flews), the Truckee River has runs to swit the abilives of most
kavakers. Ahthough thers aze a few Class IV mpids {(Brunco, Jaws, and Dead Man's Curvel,
95 percent of the nver & rated a5 Class I and ITT. These are classes thac appeal to
intermediate kavakers. For those who whish to try kayabang for the first time, the upper
section by Tahoe Gty 15 a great place ter per imitizted. Kayalking does not occur on the Little
Truckee River, Donner Creek, or Prosser Creek

Rafting —During the high fluw months {ge:nrzral'l} Lae June chrough early August), rafung
domunates the nver as the most popular activity. Commercial rafting (both guided and
unguided) cakes place on most sections of the rver down w Reno. Private rafrers are known
to use the aver in it eonrery. The county licenses commeroial outficters, whike public mikers
do not need 1o be licensed. Rafting does not oecur on the Linde Trurkee River, Doner

Cmcle, or Prosser Creek

The upper section of the fver {Fanny Bridge area to River Ranch) s used more by miters
than any other section of the river. Due to #ts mild mpids, abmost anyone whe wishes o ey
this activity it almost guaranteed a pood nme. Rafters can bring their own mafts or rean them
ity Tahoe Ciry ac lecations along the nver. The vpoer section of the nver (Fanny Bridge area
10 River Ranch] s used mare by mfeers than any uthee section of the river. Due 1o s rruld
rapids, Almost anyone who wishes w oy chis activity can do so. Bafters can bring thewrr owm
rafts or reoc chent in Taloe City at locations along the nver,

The most "exciting miting" on the over takes place from the Old Boca Bridge area through
the: Powerhouse Rapid near Beno, Commercial mfting companies mn all these sections of
te river; however, the most popular and exciting run 5 froom the Lidle Truckee River inlex
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{ncar Old Boca Brdge) to Flonston, Most of the run 3 Class 1T and I, buc dhe anticipation
of the Jaws and Bronca mpids (Class V) near the eod of the top never quite lets one totally

relax. Rafters can chaose to run these mpids or portage (as many compamies do with younger
rafters) the Last few hundred yards of this popular section.

Ratting alse takes place on the nver in the Reco/Sparks area. Mest of the rafting traffic
thraugh this section of che fiver is public wsers trpapg to stay cool from Renn's summer heat,

Althenarh few in numbers, mfters can accasionally be seen Hoating on sections of e nver
between Sparks and Pyrarid Lake.

Whitewater rescue tiaininy oear Flociston.

Camping—{amping = very popular on the Highway 8% comder hetveen Tahos Gioy and
the Town of Truckse. There are theee Forest Senice campprounds [Silver Creel, Goose
Meadow, and Gramite Flats! on this section of the nver, vath a total of 131 carmprsites, The
normal use season i from June through October. Although the camperounds are open vear
ruutid, there s no avalable dnnlung water or camp bost dusng the ofi season. The




3. Spacidic Beereabon Achwities, Uses, oo Poodeeees

59
Instream Flops and Becreadion on the Trockes Bieor

Besvanpton 3l g ronned 3 a0 popalar canmgseine for anglems whee tish the Linele Teockaee
River between Stampede and Boca Beservowrs, Canopers reacrally s and enjov the river o
wade and fish.

Prcnicking — These are many premuclkang <atos along the mver From Tahoo Cacy we the Rer?
wparks area. Many peoph; mse the camnpgrounds adong Thghaay 39 a5 day sse sites 1o peoic
ancd spurnd the day by the over. Many enjor just being by the nver and eclaxing, Crosaal Peak
Pars s a very popular arcd for day use and ponichung, Mayvberry Patk, Idelwadd Pack, arnd
Cottesraood Pack are popular prcnackung swes i the Beno and Sparks ancas,

Sightseeing —Throughout the length of the Trucker River, sichisecing ks on many [ams,
Bird watching and waldbfe viewing are the most popular sighisecing activities that cecur
througheut the Tiuckee River bastn, There are many pullows along boeh Interscate 80 aund
Highway 82 wher people can stop to take in the views. Many peopls whao panticipate in
ather recreational activities on the nver say siplaseeinp o their secondame activity, Sorme of
the ralters indicated than siplisesing was 2z imponace as deir pemacy activity,

Tubing. - -"Tubing” & runaiog the Hver wich a gre maer tube as the watercrafe, s acuvny
1 wsually done when the fverflows are lower because moer tubes do oot have the control of
rafis or kavaks, Lhaing this study, very bew when were cncountered {loating down the mver.
Cne of the most popular amas for this activity is on the first stresch of dhe tiver From Tahoe
City ter River Ranch. This scction is rated as Class T, and wbing here & relatively sale
compared ta stretches of the nver shere Hows imcrease inmtensiy. Pemong who parieipate
in this activity appear to be relatieely unaware of dwe potential dangers of the river and
account for many accidents companed 1o expertenced rafers or kayakers.

Swirnming.—Like sigltscelng, swaimming oo the nver wiually comes as 2 bypreduoer of the
panicipant’s pomary activity, Mostof the sennenmg takes place as "water pliv”™ nuare than
actual swamming,  Most people ke w the warer 10 "bean the heat” during hot summer days,
Cn hot davs, many ralters on the firse section (section &) of the nver take oo the water 1o
coal off anck board theie craft Tor the rese ol the ode. The Biver Bend arca dawa by Veediow
ooe place nhere people were seen swamming in significant manbers. This area on the vt i
shewe maving au lower fows and s relatively safe for this activie. Onthe far end of the srver
b Mian, people cnfey the cabm water on a bt aftemaen,
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Hiking —Fewn lukers were ercountered along the rivee. There wore a few sdio stated that
they did patticipate n thes activity on the wer survey, Some fishermen bike into ageas dhat
are mi accessible by other means.

Activities—MNumber of Visits and User Days

Dyunng research on the nver, randem user cowms were taken on cach segment of the rver.
These counts were 1used to cxtimate a ij:rr.nrl nse for cach segnen ol the nver. The wial
number of chservations to obtain an average number of wiers per segment per day divided
the 1otal number of users. The avemge wers per day were noubtiplied by the 1otal oumber of
days considered 1o be the tam water based reereation seasan (214) w estimare the 1otal use
per sepinsnt. Section A was by far the most heavily used segment of the nver, with a total of
4,490 river wers observed on 22 separats observations (wlhich averages 204.09 wiers per day
for the antire 214-day peried). Section I? is the second most used segment of the nver,
averaging 81,11 users per day, »ath seciions B and Caveraging 269 and 302 mser perday,
respecovely.

Recreationists were asked what nver meeraton acteities they took part i and che average
number of visits and days the user spent on the Truckee River per wear. ‘Table § gives the
1otal nurmber ol visits, days, and average days spent per visee. The inode for all of the
activives listed is 2 days, which would account for weekend tops to the nver, Kayakers had
the highest use rate followed by sightseeing and fly fishing. Many ptt)p]r: stated that
515;|11£E-Emg was a secondary actiey that came 25 2 byproduct of their primary sctivicy while
oo the nver.

Preferred Times to Visit

Preferred times to visit the Tnwclee River and nts tribunaries for water-hased recreational
zetivities range from March throogh Ovtober. June through September were the most
preferred mondis; however, thete are some sipnificant exceptions to these preferences.

March, Aprl, and May are by far the most preferred months for kayalang becavse of the high

warter H{_]-W!-_i.

Preferred 1imies ta visit the Truckee River [table 10) for water-based recreational acrmvities
ranges from Man:h through Oeber. The fishing season on che Truckee Faver begins in
Apnl and continees twough the middle of Oewber. June, July, and August are the st
preleemed monhs far fly tishers, wath JTuly being the most prefered.
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Tabde &, - Olaereed L Acarbias e wgment
waen s pen iy and proegachid e

CHose read F-aicrlem vhe

Lsers per Liszns pa g,
Zeclon seqgmert per dav yoar
&, 4,490 545 A3 957
B 269 1587 3,383
C o 1413 LE1D
b 730 8111 14,500
E 118 Fan 1.483
F 3 5.7 1,322
G 13 .53 2,037
H i P68 L4
I 25 318 &80
J ¢ L0 o
Teda! 5,87 343088 71,238

Toble . —-adivitias e vse per year bor survsy fexpendans

Percent of wisity Pesceeat caf du:,-"; Aoverage doys
Bucfuvity per yenr rer year CEr v 5l
Fly fashing 0w 2380 i3l
apinflurasboid riSI‘TiIII_:j a1 14,60 1.2
Koveking 314 704 1.02
Rafing 5.0 4.0 1.11
Tubing 0.4 0.34 123
Sighizen ng 21.2 w0 1.09
TLangry 1.8 4.33 1.3
Hiking 2.0 .20 1 0R
Picr:ching 07 0.30 1.64

Teial 1093 10300 177

Table 11 shows the preferred moinhs lor spoyTuee/ban anglers s veil the mvee. The
hiphest wie months ate June, July, and August. S e baig aoglers, althoug b ne as $low
ependeny, prefer che sane muonzhs.
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Hy a farpe margm, kayakess preter March, Apnl, and May 10 recreate the Truckee River, with
the s popular suctions beng &, B, O and D (which cotal 299 user days). Acconding 1o
owr sureey, kayakers profer higher flows, which oceur in the spong,

Cinlike kayehing, wble 13 shuws cut rafters prefer months June, July, and August. July nas
the most preferred month, wirh 32 user days, followed by June and August wath

29 user days, mespectively, 1t s suspected dhat raltens are mom anented towand weather
(winperatures), with kayakers being mor concemed with water flows.,

4. Facility Locations

Omn the upper section of the Aver from Tahet Cige 1o River Raneh, the raft reoral companies
have metalled todlets and trash receptacles lor those who wse this section of the dver. The
companics also eonduct 1 dady "sweep™ of the dver, picking up trash after the day is done,
Ak the wkeout, rafters can rake refuge from the sun under open weoe while dhey wan lor the
bus shutthe back to Taboe Ciov. I s this stewardship and effart From businesses that wse chis
section of The rver that malntains a qualmy expenence for their clientele and povae wers of
the mver.

The US. Forest Service has 14 campgrounds wittun Tahoe National Forest. Whale noc all of
these campgrounds are directly on the Truckee River, they are within a few minutes drive,
Along Highway 82 South, thers are three campgrounds (Granite Flar, Goose Meadows, and
Gilver Creek). These ar very popular with campers, anglers, and odher nver wiers. The
normal use season for these campgrounds is from June through October. These three
campgrounds offer a total of 133 campsites wath fire pits, picnic cables, roilets, and drinking
water. Dayuse of the campgrounds s papular with picnickers, anglers, sighteeers, and others
who enpoy the ourdoars,

Fram the Diotner Creek confluence wo Boca Brdge, there are few facilidies other than what is
available in the Town of Truchee. In the plaza section of the Towm of Truckee, there is 2
visicor center, 2 multibude of restavrats, sparting good supply stores, grocery seores, and gas
stations. Just cast of Truckee, there an p{:mb]e toiets at the parkang areas along Glenshire
Dirive {these are popular with ;l.ngltﬁ] Cther than totlet [acilities, nver users st be self
sufficien. The Boca Bridee area 18 also equipped with ponable woiles, complemenis of the
raltg companies that use this arca as a put in for tafting rips. A portable wodet s also
avatlable at vhe wakeour under the bodpe at Flonstan,

Crystal Peak Park bwated in Verdl, offers o paved parking lot, totets, water, pienic tables,
and large gnlls for wroup gathenngs. There alwaw svems to be prople enjoving 1his well-
equpped park
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Instream Flows and Recraation an the Truckee River

I Tafwe Swte Park bost Tamp in Tahes Ciry,
2 105 Forest Sesvice campground alung highway 89,
Sitwer Creek, (uose Mendows, ssidl Ciasite Flas,

3 Pulleuws on highwey 89 berween Tahoe Ciy amd Truckes,
4 Donner Crecch inliow (west side of Truckes],

4 Pulfouts along Clenshirs read berween Truckes ond

Glenshire,

o, Wenshire Bridge:

T Ol Bocs Bridge,

¥ [lerston Gridgs,
9, Farrad power plant.

[0, Cryverml Paak Park,

|1, Rives bend,

12 Paagonu,;

13 Mayberry Park,

14 Mny oy Bridge,

|5 Crissy Caughlin Park_
8. Booth Kirest Bridge,

17 Wingheld Pk,

| & F wherrmun Park,

| % Glandals Diversion Dam,
a0 Rock Park,
17 Derthy Dam

33
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River Access Points

Access points along the Truckee River range from maintaived packs wath full facilities to faine
trails that head toward the over from the road. From Lake Tahoe to the Town of Truckee,
the river pamllcls Highway 3%, »ith many mantained access peings (LS. Forest Service
carpgrounds) that allow for eaty aecess v the nver, This section of e haghway has oade
shoulders that allow river users to park alimost anywhers along the nver from Truckse 10
Squawr Valley.

Frotn the west epd of the Town of Trckse, the nver leaves the road and becomes less user
access fﬁeud]}f In the “Town Secuen” of die viver "Ollie's Bridge” is the most popular
access point. Although mostly popular as a put-in for kayakers runoing the “Town Section,”
anglers and people just rolaxing and enjoving the nver also frequent this spor.

The access poinrs along Glenshire Foad are popular with anglers wha fish the "wald trow
waters” section of the nver. There were usually three to four cars {muniem) parked along
this section of the nver at any grven time dunng med- [une through mid- Auguse. The access
at Hirshdale Brdye is also very popular. Although fly fishers create most of the traffic, this
Also a popular access for kayzkers and rafters. Just down river of Hinchdale Bndge, there
have been conflicts betwren povate pruperty owmers (San Francisco Flpcasrers} and anglers
fishing from boats.

Before the Prosser Creek inflow ta the Truckee River, I Bghway 82 apain parallels the rver.
From the Prosser Creek inflow o Verd, requented access pomts include Old Boca Bridge,
Flonston Bridge, Farad Powerplane, Cryeral Peak Park, and she aver bend an the east side of
Verdi. The Patagonia headquarters dso a popular takeour site far those wha pur m kayeks
or ralts at Verds.

There ate many access sites to the nver as it »winds through Beno, and Sparks, Nevada,
Frequented access sites along this section of aver inelude Mayberry Park, Mayberry Bridge,
Idivwald Park, Buoth Street Bridge, Wingfield Park, Fishenman's Park, Glendak Diversion
Dk, and Rk Fardk From che zastern end of Sparkes 1o Pyramid Lake, acoess 10 pubic
sectnms of the river is very hmited and noc well defined. As che river leaves [-20 and runs
norch roward Pyramid Lake, access to the nver is controlled by the Paiute Indan Reservacior.

Most Used Access Points

Truckes River.—

(1) Tahoe State Park boat amp in Tahoe Cigy
(21 Pulloues and parking froin River Ranch wo Tahoe Gy
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{3} U, Foresr Service campgrounds along Hiphway 89 - Sibver Creck, Goose
Meadows, and Gramie Flats

{4} Tullows on Highway 89 betvwaen Tahoe City and Truckee

{5} Donner Creck wflow {west side of Truckee)

{&} TPullours along Glenshine Boad berween Truchee and CGlenshine

{7} Glenshire Bndae

{8} Old Boca Brodge

{7} Flonston Brelge

{10} Farrad Powerplant

{11} Crstal Peak Park

{17} River bend

{13} Patagonia?

{14} Maybermy Park

{15} Mayberry Brdpe

{16} Crissy Caughlin Park

{17} Booth Strect Bndpe

{18} Wingfild Park

{19} Fisherman Park

{23} Glendale Diversion Dam

(21) Roek Park

Lictle Truckee River—The Litle Truckee Raver can be accessed at pullouts that are aloog the
road leading from Boca to Stampede Reservoirs. The popular inlet ima Boca Reservoir hag
extra wide shoulders, which makes cloge access borh easy and convenient. There is also
parking ar the Boyington Mill Campground, 4 miles north of Boca Dam. Upstream there

are w0 parking arcas that allew access 1o the meadow sectinn behind Stampede Reservoir,

From both of these parking areas, there are wallang trails down to the niver.

Prosser Creak.- -Arcess o the section at IProsser Creek between Prosser Feservoir and the
Truckee River is located on westbound [-80 a few miles wast of Old Boca Brodge. The
numoff 5 oo an wmmproved Jdint rmoad which leads to the railevad teacks ;"-"Jl:h-::-u.gh Inis
passible to drve down to the tracks, a four-wheel drive is recommended. This is the same
pulloun and aceess 1o dhe papubar "Toe’s Schoolyard™ Fishing site.

Donner Creek —Daonner Creek can be accessed from Donner Creek State Parke Anplers
can erther park at the museum or pay a day wse fee for aicess w the river back w che

campground,
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Facilities

Trails and Pullows —There are many pudlows alang roads thar pamadlel the Toeckes Bover,
These pu]_l-nut:; allow lor casy access 10 the ver and Cinpe frerm shoalders alnnt:__ thee highw;r_f
1o lairly large ummpreved parhiog arsas, Along Thghway 8% berween Tahee Ciny and he
Town of Truckes, there are many pullouts along the shoulider of the road. Although some
ate sonowhat bodden, rr:g;u].'ini that visit the nver ave famiar with ehem. The more ol
pullonns are close we the US, Forest Serace campgrnnds (Gramate Flat, Goose Meadow, and
Sibver Creek). These are accessed for day use. From diese pullours, diere are trals thar lead
1o popular boar put-in sites and fishing areas. Along Glenshim Epad, there are pullouts that
allow anphers to access the mver at almnst any specifie lacation,

As the rver parallels I-8, pullouts become {ew and lar betveen. One of the mon: popular
pullouts along this section allows access 1o the Prosser Creek inflow o the Truckee River,
Thas pullinst van culy be accessed heading westbound on -390, approxmately 4 miles west of
Boca Bridge. The area under the 1-8C bridge at dhe murnolf 10 Boca Reservorr s also popular
with both anglers and boaters. There are two pullowts at Flonston— one 5 under the brdge.
and the second can only be acoossed oo 1-8C westhound. This puficut s popular with
kayakers that go w “surl™ the wave cavsed by the blown-our Florision Diversion Dam.
Do by the Farad Powe rplant, there awe pullouts wath imils keading to the nver.

Down rver from Farad, pullouss become scarce due to the signaficaot amount of private
property. Abong same of the of| amps 2 few miles from Rene, there are pollvues thae are
vsed by anglers farliar wich the area. Past Sparks there is only one cbvious pullowt by the
Dretbry Dam exit off of eastbound 1-80. Most of this section & private property, o any
pullouts along this secuon are on private property. As the nver beads nonth on w the Paute
Indian Reservation, there are pullowts along the niver, but these ane abso on povate properry.,

Bike Paths.— The Tnckes River bike tral stacts at the sonh end of Tahoe Gy and connnues
4-1/2 mubes o River Ranch. This is a paved two-way it that s popular wath bicychsts,
runners, rollerbladers, and walkers. The paved teml s alse: wheelchair accessible. This bike
path allows acsthetic vicws of the Tnwkee River and encourapes apprecisticn for the rivers
natwral habitat. The Truckee Rovary (lub has plans o continue the trad connecring
Cilenshire, Truckee, and Donner Lake to the sxsting trail {rom Tahoe Cay:

Camping —The US_ Forest Service has many campgrounds that are an or very close to the
Truckee Raver, The most used campyrounds are along Highway 89 between Tahoe Cine and
the Town al Truckee. Silver Creek Campground i approxanacely 5 mules south of Truckee,
Tes facibiies mcade 27 campsies, dnnking water, and vault toders. Croose Meadoss
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Campground is locmed approsimately 3 ciles sowh of Trchee, Facilities include 24 camp-
sttes, hand pump wells for donkmg wacer, and waler faedities. Granite Flar Campground i
the mest pupubar and largest campground along this seedon and 5 1 mile sowh of Truckee.
Faclities include 73 campsites, wheelchair accessibiluy, drinking water, aod vault todets, The
enly ciher ULS. Forese Service campground that i on the niver Lies 4 mibes north of Boca
Dan Boyingron Mill Campground s popular with {ly fishers who fish the Lile Truckes
River, Faciliies include 10 camnpeires and vault totless. o drnking water is available.

Donner State Park has imany campsites that arc on the bank of Donner Creek These ¢a mp-
sites are the first choice for campers who fish Dooner Creeke Facllities include drinking
water, shower facilitics, charoal grlls, and Fire pirs.

Outhitters and Shops-—There 15 a multitude of outdoor sporting pocd shope in borh Tahoe
City and Truckee thae offer gear to rent or purchase. These include shops that specialize in
fly fishing gear, kayaldng supplics, and mfting mear. Most shops offer dady and weekly reatal
of gear; some shaps offer guele servives or can refer uerested parties wo koval guides (see
appendix for hist of outfirters, guides, and shops),

5. Instream Flows

Optimum Recreation Flow Levels for Professionois

The following s a list of oprimum fAows for cach of the four mdicator recreational activires.
This list »as denved from the mean flows as weammended by professional cudirers and
gaides. Steamflows for specilic rereational artivities were taken from professional ouditter
questionnaires becavse of their extensive knowledpe and expenence with both professional
and private recreational use of the nver and their knowdedge of ofs flows oo the river.,

Kayakers and rafters prefcr lagher warer conditions which provide for more exciting and
challengug runs dowm the river. Higher flows produce "standing waves™ such as the popular
{"park and surl™} just down from Flonston Brdge. This oype of save 55 generated by the
remanamts of the old Farad Diversion Dam when Mows exceed 800 efs. Changes in flow
levels can increase or reduce the difficulty rainp of a particular section of river, A section
that 35 rated as Class 111 {such as the Boca to Flonston run) at Nows abowe 1,500 cfs 15
lwered o Class I at flows below 800 ofs. Opumum Now levels are subyrective and depend
on the npe of cxperience desired and the skl toved ol the wsers.

Overall, anglers prefer moderee o lower flows more than ralters and baombers. Anglens,
wha prefer fly Eshing, look for Aows that allow for casy wading and acvess 1o fish holding
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mater which reoght be in tae middle of the nver and obstructions which hold o, Although
nor necessary, wading increases a {lv fishers enjoyment and sisccess rwe. Higher flows alse
i commercial guding opportunines because increased flows may be dangerous for
inexpenenced anglers. Some guides won't take clients on che river when flows exceed lovels
that produce an unacceprable visk for clems. Bank anglers are less particular aboue {lgw:
Jewels than Ely fishers because this sivle of angling and the cquipment they use does no
require that they enter the mver. One recurmng theme beraren both fly fishen and bank
anghers was the conswtency of flows. Flows that are rapidly increased or reduced decrease
success rates among both groups of anglers.

Optimum Flow Level by Recreation Activity ond River Section

Sectian (A) - Lake Tahoe Crhutlet to River Ranch . -

Fiy filmrg 350G - 500 ofs allows for adequare flows and reasonably easy wading,
Spin/Teme/ batt fishing: 350 efs - 630 oly.

Rafmg A 400-cfs Mlow is swft enoupgh 1o keep an exciting pace dowm river and rmakes {or a
1- 1 2-howr trip down to River Ranch. Az flows above 530 cfs, brdges on this section of the
nver may have 10 be portaged. Commercial rafiing companies stop reoting rafes when flows
are below 100 ofs and abwwve 700 ofs

Korpakwg For kayaking, optimum flows depend on a kayaber's skill level, Many kayakers are
apaipst the regulation that restricts all watercraft from operating on this section when flows
exceed 1,250 cfs.

Section {B) - River Ranch to Donner Creek Inlec—

Fly fsbnng: 500 - 600 cfs are opeimum Aons for dus sectiom.

Spinee/bait fubogs Bank fishers arc more successful when the flowy are shghtly igher
(600 - #00 cf5) than those desired by fhy fishers,

Raftrg, 820 . 1,000 ofs results in Class 18 « IIT whitewate e sections,

Krakrgr 800- 1,000 ofs resuls in Clags 1] - whatewarer sections.
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sectien () - Donner Creek [nlet to Trow Creek Enlet—

Fly fstnng An 400 - 500 ofs, mudes say this seciion {shes well, When flows excecd 800 ofs,
wadiny becomes very ddlienlc

Spin o baat fibirge &30 - 807 cfs 15 an optimum (low for spin/ lore/ bait anglers Lecause
these flows produce maore fishable water for this nype of Fishing,

g ALPCO - 1,200 els, this sertion (Town Section) is considered conunucts
Class I1 - 111 whitenarer.,

Keweing A 500 - 1,200 cfs, this section {town section) 5 considered continucis
Class 1 - UL whoewater.

Section {1} - Trout Creek Inler to Gld Boca Bridge (Linde Trouckee Inflow),—

Flyfrburge 400 - 330 cfs produces the best condirions for fly fishing on this {desipnated as
"weild reran warer™} pepular section of nver.

Spitne bt foling. Same as flows (o1 fly fishing but spindlure/bait anglers wall have less
difficulty fishung st shghtty higher (630G - 800 efs) flows than £y fishers.

Raftige 21990 - 1,200 cfs, this section offers Class 1 + whnewater,

Kepeking: Popular with meermediate kayalers ar 500 - 1,200 ofs, it is rated as a
Class 17 + run

Section (E} - Old Boca Bridge (Little Truckee [nflow) to Bridge at Flariswon—

Fly fishiirge 400 - 5035 cfs 15 "ideal” for fly fishers, but flows up 1o 700 ofs ure manageable.

Sinshoesben fubning. AT 400 530 cls, thus section 5 relatively easy to wade, b, for those
whe fish frum the bank, flows of 600 - 30C ofs still offer good fishing,

Raftigr. 800 1200 ofs prodhuce "sale and exenimg”™ Class 11 - TIT whitewater for this run
except {or the Class IV rapids, Jaws and Bronco {which can be easily portaged). The
optimun Mows desired by cudicers and guades are 2,000 cfs, This is the anly section of the
rver tat mbuing guides wall run between 500 - 620 cfs because of this secuon’s deeper
chattnels which keep mits from raoming ageound.




m A, lstroam Fooeey
Instreom Flaws and Recreation on the Treekeo River

Finabig Dependmg on mdingdual kavaker's abdicices, p:r:*[:: mred Flows {or thys section vt

from 1,300 2,050 ofs. Many kaakers run all but he lasi portion of this seetion {Bronco and

Jaws rapids).
sectien (F) - Floriston to Yerdi (River Bend)—

Fiy bt 5CC - 6CC ofs is "ideal” forthase who choose 1o wade. Forthase ol fleal this
section, bigher flows of 600 - 700 cfs are bemer.

Spive e Bazit fskirg: 500 - 600 ofs produces good fishing, but higher flows of 6CC - 700 ofs

are still manapeable sdith spinniog gear.

Raftogr 2,003 - 4,00G cfs is consdered acceprable [or mafting this section.

Forpekrrg: Drepending on an individual kayaker’s abiities, preferrsd Hows mnge from 1,500 -
2,000 cfs, which produce (lass {11 + whitewater.

Seetion (@) - Rwer Bend {Yerdi) to Steamboar Creek Inflow —

Fh fisinrg Flows from 500 - 800 ofs produre the best conditions for fiy fishing.
Spov'toe bai frinrg - Flows from 600 - BOO ofs offer good fishing,

Feffirg. Flows at 2000 cfs produce eonsisient "lun® {ass 11 whitewarer. Mike Miliner of
E.'aﬁln;c&fhitcmmr Fours saxd be would take clients down this section with flows up o

Keneieng: 2000« 4,000 ofs produces Class 11 - T whitewater,

Section (H) - Steamboat Creek Inflow te Pyramid Lake. —
Flyfisking 1000 1,500 efs.

SprmeTeorsbait fching 1,000+ 1,000 ofs.

Raftmg 15370+ 3007 cfs.

Fopabeingz 1000 - 3,000 ufs.
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section (1] Litle Truckee River - (Section Beoween Stampede and Boca Reservoirs),—
Fiyfubing Opumum flows for this section ape 165 - 250 cfs,

Spin/loe bu fisbnng, 200 - 900 cls

Kaftig: Does nat oecur on this section.

Kapkogr Droes not oocur on this section.

Section (]) - Prosser Creek - (From Prosser Darm ta the Truckses River).
Flyfuhing 40 - 7Gcfs.

Spireleere/ bait fiobtng 40 - 70 cfs.

Rafiiry: Does not occur oo this section.

Kenuakivg: Does not occur o this section

Section (K) Denner Creek — (Denner Lake te its Inflow intg the Truckee River).—
Fiy fickirgs 40 - 50 cfs.

Spinlems b fisbing: 40 - 50 cfs,

Fafting: Does not ocour un this section,

fenwbrrg Dioes not occur on this section.

Cptimum Riverflows For Survey Users

Parucipants were atked if they wouk] recommend a flow zate for the nver that sould
enhance therr regrearional expenence, Table 14 gives the recommended flow mee for each
activity. Foranghng, in general, consistency of nverflws has 2 considerable mfluence an
aneler’s success mtes. For flv Fishing, 2 mednim (586 percent) and consistent [31.0 percent)
flow i recommended. Spinlure/Tai anglers also scared their preference for medium

{62.3 pervent) and consistent {22.7 percent) Aow lovels, Kayakers' (810 percent) preferonces
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Toble | 4. —Crplimpm flows bor surveyed psers

PEreerd

Percent thot Porcont Purcent thet grester

prefar thazl prefer that prefer COMamsient
Iow iloiws el v Flawes nigh flows Hewe
Fly fishirg 52 354 5.7 31.0
Lpin/luresbait 4.5 48.3 4.5 22.7

fishing

Kovaxirg 12.% 74.4 &h.0 2.4
Bohing 2.0 520 3.0 &0

Tedal
L ERi]
1020

100
100G

lean toward higher flows dhan rafrers (32.0 pereent). The difference in flow prefernces in
berating activities s duc to the experience desired and the abilivy bevel of the participane.
Rafters expressed their desire for cxciting but perceived safe flows, while kaakers tend 1o

loak for a move challenging expenence.,

Cateperization of "High," "Medivm,” and "Lew” Flow Levels per River Segment

On the survey, parucipants were asked to state the preferred flows Tor their recreational
acuvity. ["arucipants stated either "high," "medium” “low,"or "cousistent” ti: descrbe flow
lovels. The following List was denved through inpur fram prolessionals and recreatiomses

who were famubar wich the mver sections and ofs flow levels.

A. Raver Aanch to Donner Creek Inlee —

High Grealer 1on 9040 s
fediung SO0 - i el
Low Lecs than 500 fs

B. Donner Creek Inlet to Trout Creek Inler.—

H:gh Crrecter than FHE cts
Madium SO0 . 200 efs
Lo Lexs than SO ofs
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. Trout Creek inlet to Old Baca Bridpe [Little Truckes Inflow) —

High Grealer than 700 cfs
Mad uns S0 P00 cfs
L Less then 300 s

D. Old Boca Bridge (Little Truckee Inflow) to Floristan Bridpe —

Hign Gresalezr than 1,500 s
Padwim BOO . 1,500 ds
Low Less than B0 ¢z

E. Floriston to Yerdi (River Bend) —

High Cirealar than 1,500 cls
rhadivnn SO0 - 1,300 oy
Loowr Lass than &0 s

F. Werdi {River Bend) to Steamboat Creek Inflow —

High Cireaten Thon 2,000 o
sadium 1,000 - 2,000
Low Lass than 1,000 ds

G, Steambozt Creek Inflow to Pyramid Lake.—

High Grwermr than 2,000 ofs
Medium 1,000 - 2,000 cfs
L Less than 1,000 ¢l

H. Little Truckee River.—
High Gragtar than 800 cfs
fedivm 000 - BOO efs

Leaws Less dhoar 3000 cfs
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I Frosser Cresk —
High
tAmdinm
Lo

). Donner Creek —
High

pAed m
Love:

Flaws Thot 5top River Lse

Greater thon 30 ofs
40 - 80 cfs
Less tham 40 ol

Greatar iman 4 o
10 - 40 cfa
Less than 10 o=

Farticipants nere asked of there was a flow rate chat would keep recreationists from using the
nver. Resubs are documented in tables 15 and 16, All but two of the msponses indicated
that flow rares would keep them Erom wsing the nver. For fly fishers, kayske s, and miters,
100 percent of the respondents indicared thar flows sauld stap vse on the rmver (table 15).
The influence of water levels and the role it plays o determining the amount of user days is
significant. For fly fichers, 76 percent said high flows, and 24 percent said law flows, nauld
keep them from using the rver. Spin/iure/bair anglers also indicated that 34 percent would

stop using the nver f the mver vas w00 kow, or 66 percent would step

if the nver wee 1o

high. For boating acuivities, 92 percent ol the kayakers and 84 percent of the rafters indicared
that low flows were unacceptable for their activity and wouold stop use on the mver. Ouly

% perent of kayakers and 16 percent of rafters would stop use on the nver if the flow was
high. The differenee n response mus lor ligh flows can again be atribated o the

expenence desired.

Takle 15 —Flows thol would and would net stoe use

Mumbar that
soigd, "Flows Farcerd thot soid,  Mumberthaol soid,  Parcent that soid,
wearulel step "Flawe wenald stopn “Flowr wauld ot “Flow would not
Lze” wge” slaarr use” step vse "
I'ly Fizhing I 100.0 0 0.0
Spry wredbei 73 F2.0 Z 8.0
fiebimg
Kayoking 44 100.0 D Q.0
10010 o 0.2

Rafirng 2
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Toble 14 — Law and high {low that weold star s

Percent that soid, "Leas Percent 1na* sand, "High leaw
flow waould sfop use.” wizild slop wse”
Fly fizhing 24.0 6.0
Lpinilure/bart fizhing 34.0 &46.0
Kayakirg 2.0 a0
Fofting 24.0 4.0

Respondents gave the time of year that had the best flows for their actmvity (table 17}, Por fly
fishing, july (22.0 percent} and August (194 perceat) were the most favomble times of the
year, followed by September (13.5 percent). Dunng this time, flows are lower than the <pring
run-olf flows. For spindlure/bait fishing, July (25.2) and August (209 percent) again were
the most favorable times of the year. Theyako suated dhar June (2001 percent) 5 also a
favorable time of year. These numbers drop off in September (7.8 percent) and also the
spring months of Apnl (9.4 pereent) and May (9.4 percent). For kayakers, spring is the best
tume: [or flows, with 31,1 percent in Apnl and 32 6 percent in May, As summer approaches
md Flows lower, oumbers drop dramarieally In early fall, members drop 1o virtually zero.
Resuhs of the questionnaive indiate thar kayekers prefer high tlow levels that are found in

spring runoff,

Rafters prefer the summer months of June, July, and Augnust w participate in their acuvine
This 15 whar rafrers in wble 9 indicaed r.hey,' pmfen‘ed Sumener preference coubd also be
explained by the fact that summer is the prumary ume outimters take rafters on the nver.

The best monthe of the year for flows that enhance sightseeing oppormunites are the spring
and summer months, The numbers peak in fuly and then drop to almost nothing 1o the {all
menths of September and October.

Camnpers believed that the months of June, July, and Avgusr were the best flow months. The
spring manths of April and May abe had signaficant appeal for campers.

&. Whitewater Classifications
The {ollewntg nver ranng classifiration system s desigoed to give a grade or class to sections

of whitewater or rapids. These ratings are designed 1 give boaters an approximae d:ffu.u]t:,
of a given sectton of nver so the paddler can mavch his or her skill level on appropriae
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Spin/
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Morih fighimg fishing Kayaking  Refing  Tuwbing  seeimg Camorg  Hising
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Jura 100 2000 129 220 0. 2040 19.% n.e
July 1?0G 252 10.4 2.0 oG 8.7 231 A1.3
Augun 1%.4 PR »a 4.0 0.0 87 18.4 2.0
Septorbar “3.5 T8 1.5 2.0 0.0 1.3 3.2 LU
Ddcher 1.7 E 1.5 1.0 2.0 1.2 A% 0.0
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secrions of over. This nver classification is accepted on rivers throughow the world, “The
system goes from Class [ {easiost) to Class VI {most difficuls). Mosr of the Trucker River is
rated as (ass [T or IL, but, there are s lew mpids, (Bronco, Jaws, and Dead Man's Curve)
which are comsidered a5 Class [V, River classificacions are objective and can change with
flow rates of the rver. The following List describes the characteristes that are considered for
each ¢lags.

Class l—Easy

Fast-moving water with riffles and small waves, Few chstrurtions, all obwioue and sasily
mussed, with Linde raining, Risk to swammers 15 slight, and self rescue is generally eacy.

Clasy —Mavice

Straghtforward rapids with wide, elear channels, which are evident witheur seouring the rver
abvad. Oceasional maneuvenng may be required, but rocls and medium sized waves are
easity missed by trained paddlers. Swamrmers are seldom imured, and group assistance, while
helpful, s seldam rquured. Fapuds at the upper end of this rating are rated as Class IT +.

Class lHl—Intermediate

Rapids with moderate and imegular waves which may be diffxcult to avoid, Complex
eaneuvers in fast curreot and good boat coneml in tight passages or around ledges is often
required. Large waves ate present but are sasiby avoided. Injuries while swimming are mrc;
seif-rescwe 18 wsually easy but group assistance may be required vo avord long swims. Rapids
at the upper end of this rating are mted Class 1T +.

Class IV—Advanced

Intense, powerful, bt predictable rapids requinng precise boat handling in turbulent water.
Rapids may require “mmast do” moves above dangerous hazards. Scouting the mpds 1
necessary the [imst vne down. Risk of injury to swammers @ moderte w hugh, and sarer
conditions may make self rescue difficult. Group assistnce for reseus s often essencal but
myuires praceiced shulls, Rapids at the upper end of this rating are rated as CLASS TV +.
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Cigss Y—Expert

Extremelylong, viclent rapids whuch expose a paddler to above- averape danpers. Elrops
may comain brge, unavoudable waves and holes or steep, conpested chutes with comples
derrznding moutes. Rapids may contioue for ]u:rng distances betmcen pools, denaading 3 bigh
bevel of faness. A very relable "Eshimo roll,” proper equipment, extensive experience, and
practiced rescoe skalls ane essemial.

Closs VI—Extreme

These runs have almaost never been amesnpred and ofien cxemplify the extremes of difficuliy,
unpredictabiity, and danger.

Whitewoter Classification Roting by Segment on the Truckee River

River Segment—

A. Lake Tahge to River Ronch—Class [
B. River Ranch to Donner Creek Inlet {Olfe’s Bridge].- Contmuous Class 1T - 111

€ Dymnner Creek fnfet [Qllie’s Bridpe} (o Glenshire Bridge—(Jass 11 - III conunuous
whitenater. Truckee Falls rapid is rated as Class IIT- 11 4, The Town Section &s continuous
whitewater, and kayalers should be confident in dheir "combat ml” because of the lack of

places o caar the niver,

£, Glenshire Bridge to Boca Bridge .—Class I1- 1 +; 4 popular run for intermediate
boaters.

E Boco Bridge to Florston —Most of this section 5 rated as Class 1T - 111, but if run in
cntirety includdes Bronco and Jaws mpads, it 5 rated as Oass [V, Ovher rapids nclude
Jurdorard rapid Class 1T + and Railread rapid Cdass 1T 111




7. Ewisting Opportunities
44
frstream Flows and Becreafion an the Trockee Biver

F. Flamston 1o Yerdi —Clags T - IV whikewater. This section starts with the Blowout
rapid {(lass ITT) and che "Park and Sud™ (Class 111) 300 vards cast of Flodswon Badge. These
tan rapids are at die sice of the old Farad Diversion Dam

{Orher rapids on this section include Dead Man's Carve mpid (Class 1V, Son of Dead Man's
Curve rapid {Class [11 +), Searrcase rapsd ((ass 11T - HI +), and Unsamed mpid ((lass 1010 -
I1T +}.

G, Verdi tn Renn/Sporks—Class JII. The secnicn from River Bend 1o Patapenia is a
popular nu for both rafters and layalkers. Rapids oo thes section include the River Bend
rapad {Class 1I1) and the Powerhouse mpid {Class 1T - III),

H. Steambegt Creek Inflow o Prramid Loke—{(Jass [. Note: Sepmens [, ], and K are
not given 2 whikewater classilicaton smee mfung and kayaking do not ocour on these
SECUONS.

7. Existing Opportunities

Expansion of Recrection

Recreational use on the Truckee Raver 15 centemd on the nver's natural attrbutes chat make
each section unique and attrctive to different wier proups. Most of the Aver segments that
arz heavily wsed are popular because of the physical charserensics of that secton.
Recreationisis tebd 1o go to popular areas because they are well knowm, Dupersing
recreanon use fo some of the less used sections of the nver would spread out some of the
crowads that congregate at popular areas. Fishing mudes have “seemt” places tor take cliens
lor a greater wilderness expertence, Fishing guides have expressed cheir imerest i expanding
gurded Fishong erips to seme of the less popular areas. One puinde said, "I it's not provace
properry and there are fish, we'll detour from the crowds.”

Cme local rafting company has capressed interest in puiding tops on same of tie less papular
segments of the over, New technology in buwldicy ralrs bas enabled boats 1o nom warer that
would be considered too low for mbeag, These low deaft ponteon bty could open up
sections where taditional mits would lut the bonon of the nver. Rafting companies alsa
have to obtain permurs to nan new sections of the nver, which can be a cifficult and lengthy
process. Rafring vumbers are controlled on the Truckee River through use permuts gmnted
by che councy in whech they opemee.
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Improved Access

Although then are maoy exiscag, ummproved access points on the Trackee River, impoove-
rterts could be made to seare of the more popular spots while keeping vavinonmenta)
damage to x minimwn. The upper sectians of the nver in Califomia Tave many mproved
access pomts, includmg, several paved and gmvel parking areas between Tafwe Coy and Raver
Fanch. The TL5. Forest Servicw campgrounds along Hirhway 87 offer day wse of cher
favilivies frora §3 fee. Access tothe "Town Secuon™ of river i Truckee could be dnmrove.]

if the propesed bake pata s constnxted. This would allew people o have foct access 1o the
over i this secton, Access ta the nver from Glenshire Dhave could be tmproved if toads
were conseructed 1o keep {oot tralfi contamed, thereby reducing envirsnmental damape.

Aveess along Hhghvay 82 s numnul and not well nacked. River sccess sipns sould be an
iurproverent and sould keep people from wandenng oo 10 privace propeny. Accoss to the
lamar section ot tee river belaw the Renod Sparks area wod be a weboonw sddition aod
might help o increase use of this onderutilized secnon of che nver. [f access ponts were
created, this secown of the nver could belp spread e users and provide new areas for prople
tex emjoy the rver, On the Pyramud Taze Panwe [ndian Reservation, acuess s soninal, but
plans for ellowing fisling aceess eo the river s beng considencd, Providig fes aecess arvas
fir amelems could bang in additeosl revenue for the Paiute Trbe and would be weleorsed by
iglers sceking to fish for the Lahontan cotthroat tosar.

Public Education

Prowicling the public sath intermaton on the Tiuckee River & tmponant for boch access and
safety tssues. The map produced by Kaver Adventunes acd Mo, Sierma Pacibie, Sterma
Nevada Whitewater Club, aod The Truckee River Yacke Clb s an excellent tonl ta belp
kot recreationests alwur ver access pocnts, river clissfications, parking arees, avidable
facdickes, and diversion daris. Spreading knowledpe and nfomuation movhis way i an
excellent way to improwe the quality of reereaton for nver users,

Specigl Evants

Truckes Faver Dy was stred In 1995 as a w0 to resiore, protect, and educare the peblic
abows the Touckes Biver. Events nave incleded erosion coneral, stream stalalizanion, oad
'|‘~uj]dijlg, ad meer :_"_u.mup. While river testoration ancd glearsap ane nopoeetare, ecduicat T 15
alser a matn [ogus. The Trhackze River Fhabitat Bestonstion Crroagr bopes dhas Touchee Rive
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Dray 21l Incroase publi.-: awarenass of the nver. Cither I al events, ::spn;;r_'i;ﬂ}' 07 the e
seetion belome Sparks, eould increase recreation use on this seléoin-used section. Cae event
gt be a fishung contest; another might be 2 canae race or Poat dag:

Lohantan Cutthrogoe Trout

Tne Lahontan cunthroat tront is the pre of tae Tnuckee River's waldife. By the catly 1945's,
these 15 had Lagely disappeared from che Truckse Fiver and were listed a3 an endangered
spectss m 1970, 1o 1975, this classification was changed to threatened stams. The TLS. Fish
and Wildhte Serace 1 coerrenty working toward the goal of recoverng the species. The
seeovery of this fish has been controversial, »ith some of the angling public being opposed
because same areas where they fish have been closed. TF thic unigoe fish i restomed o the
aver, it coudd have # significant impact on recreation on the Truckee River. The Fyranid
Lake Paiure Reservation is ronsidenng managzmem plang that would allow anglers access to
the nver on meservation land. Che fisheres biolopis: forthe reservanon sizied thar thers was
currencly a viablz popuiation of Lahontan cutthroat trout on reservation lands. [fa plan o
allow fishing on the mservation mere developed, chis would oren up 2 unque reeceaticoal
axperienre for anglers and would provide the mservasion »ath a new source of revenue,

Lohuntan Catthroal Trowut

e i grnitla s ulord s diowes & s

The Lofantan cotthsoal fiout,
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Instream Flaws und Becreaion on the Trockes Rover

Existing Qppartunities by River Section

Section A: Tahoe w River Ranchw-This s a most-ised pan of the miver when flaws are
geeater tan 120 ebs. The malting el conguanies ane very busy when the flows 2re goand,
The probleo cxises when flras are less thao 123 b An oppertuniey tue could be avaiable
Foar busmesses would be 1o premcte incepreomve iver walks with a goide, When the wator i
50 Jow that ne ralts ape able o {las, these nalks could be done on ehe bike vrail s runs
parie] 1 the nver. The company®s vans could b wed 1o pick up custome s ar the River
Fanch Bestaueant, where they pick up rafters, and take them back o the shop. T oeer
pretive programs could be designed 1o talk abour local basecey, the natum) resourecs of the
area, Hom and fauna, and issues that aflect the Juuee of the river. Local hstonans would
traio the -:.'mplw_,rr:x whi an: dning the i.|1|:-r:1T.| retive walks, as well as the LIS, Foms Senvigr,
the Division of Wildide, ere. They would promote this i their shops, local hoels
condenin s, and through local touriemn advermsernem.

Section B: River Ranch wo Donner Crock Inlet {Oflie’s Bridge).  This part of the Aver has
three campgrounds. Fecreational oppaortumtics welede promoted kayak clinies, fshing
clinics, waldlfe phetog mphy climes, and ioweprreoree 1alicy about the ratural pescunces and
wildlfe. Tlus could be done in eoopreration between tocal businesses and povemment
agencies, Tiis would give campers/locals whe do net use 1he nver an opportunity te leam
abour dilferenr recocaticn souvities, Promotion could be done atthe campgronnuds, Jocal
businesses, and government agenckes. These are hughly used areas and give che businesses
and public apencies the ability 1o educate visitors of the arca and protect the nver and waldhfe

IT SUpPpTs.

Section C: Ollie™s Bridge vo Hirschdale Bridge (Town Section)—This semion of de nver i
pepular and geis hizh use because of its kcation w the city. Sprng provedes 2 Class 111
whitewater experience, while the swnimer creates 2 greac area for fhy fishiong. Oppormunives
for this section could be a special event that cclebrates the nver, This would give local
businesses a chance for increased promotions e locals!” visitors, Public agencies waulid o a
community autreach teaching about the Aver, recreatonal opportunatics, and how the nver
supparts the natueal resoterces and loval wildhilfe, This evemt could inclode mees and pames
that loeus on the nver.

Sucton [ Glenshire Bridge to Boca Bridge—[nereased avoess w the mecr could be
varabhshedt nonhis ared becaose there are a ot of povately owned warchouses and o junkaard,
The park could alae be expanded e give greater aceess o the aver, This s heavily ased
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area for fsbung, wath the "saklirom watess” frean Trous Creek to Boca Brodze, There s the
passibility of provkling educauonal matenals on tow umpact fishing and kavaking a1 thy
puilouts via signage.

Sccoon B Boga Bridge to Flaristen—This is the most popular section of the nver far
commerial surfining rafong comparnues. They could offer free days of rafting w the loeal
commuinity to edueaze the public abowt dieir business and the nver, Because of this nver
section's popaladoy, it s recommended that the sppomumites ar: a2 mavimom wocking,

level. The puodes provide educatonal outreach of the mver through their businesses.

Section ' Floriscon to Verdi— The Bocs Ciuy landimark is locared witere rafting companies
takeout. This 15 2 grea opponunicy 1o do an mterpretive walk for mbters. It is 2 self-guided
tour, This could be promoted mare through the rafting companies, Incal area businesses, and
ROvVE LDt ARENCICS.

Secton G: Yerdi to RenofSparks {Town Section)—Reno and Sparks have nver parks tha
Mow grear access 10 die tiver. The folloning am opponumites for this secrion of the
river— special events that teach kayaking 1o locals and visitors, events sponsored by the kacal
Parks and Recreation, (shing clinics, interpretive talks at the p'trks a fishing derhy for
children, and handicap accessible areas for fishing.

Section H: Steamboat Creek Inflow to Pyramid Lake.— Mo acress and pull-offs are

needed, Reno Parks and Recreation coudd provide trips, purchase land to create parks,
campgrounds, e,

Sertiont | and ) Donner Creek and Prosser Creek—Promore small stream fishing in omder
to lessen the impact that cviours on the Truckee River, This could be done thrmugh local
businesses, povernment apencies, and organizations tocused oo fishing.

Section K@ Linde Truckee River {Berween Saampede and Boca Reservoir),—Create mom
access and punchase conservaton sasements to allow aoglers the opportunity to aceess this
section of the nver,
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8. Conflict and Crowding

Users weree asked tf they nad felt crerssded ar their fiest access poine while on the gver and
where they [eft the ever. Based on all three locators, less than 3 peovent perceived that the
mver was extromely croranded, 17.2 percent thought the Sver was moderately ccowded, 27.6
pezcenl viewed the over as slightly crowded, 34.% percens thought the fiver was nor crowded
at all, and 7.3 percent did oot answer thee gueston. Wiile talking with peosle on the over,
most people did aot conader the aver o be crowded. Ooe local puide said, "Suee, there
n".ight e aioc of p-:c:pl-r; out oo the nver, hat there are F]cn tv P td pln-:r.s togo 33 YL are
seekang a solwary experence.” People tend v congregrare az cerrain areas due wo the tiver's
charactensnes (e, “wild trout section™), Whitewster classifcations aiso draw people secking
a certain recreaonal expecence. On the uppermost section of the aver from Tahoe City to
River Ranch, the gentle Class | watet snakes it an ideal place for those over users seeking an
enjovaile and relaing ey down the over Those who seck an exciting znd challenging
expefience might run the section from Boca Brdge »o Flenston, wiich has {lazs TV apids
*dosr users thar bad expetenced conflicts wich other wsers said that they were usually caused
by lack of conumon courtesy. One avea of conflict that needs e be addressed 15 wheze the
Lattle Truckee River enters Boca Reservoir zecoon I). Anglers who dsh this popular area
have expressed their neganve feclings wward boats and jet shas that :nove through this
secticn of the Livde Trockee Kives imaerlering with those wha are wading and fishicg ficm
the bank,
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Table T8: —Arceptuble ok 2l poopie by actoal morber sece al e ceer's tokc e

Pl b
b people Accepdibe nenther of prople e e wr the ove s skesn
1Ean )
' o * ? 3 1 5
1] Q.0 0.0 T 0.a .o 2.0
I 103 0 #u.0 T 0.4 20 v
? Q.0 L0 g 434 S0 2440
3 0.0 25.0 AL 3313 143 |
L (N 2.0 oo a0 147 " |
5 Do . 7.7 0.0 M |
& 0.3 oa 15.3 .0 14.3 0o
£ 0.0 0o 0.0 G0 0.0 no
10 0.6 o n.o 0.0 a0 )
1% ;.0 0. .1 0.0 0.0 0
15 o 0.0 Ry A3 0 7.1
20 .0 a.o .0 dJ 0 ¢ .0
Tercl 1000 joco  109.0 1600 106.0

@

1000

Table 19a. —Percewed crowding of pul in

Extremely crowded
Merlarataly crowded
ShighHy crowded
Mot growded

Ryrnber of responsas Perrcerlags al respanses

L 7.4
a1 IB.5
3 1.4
gl 47 4

Latec misly crowrded
roderctele orosdat
Shgintly craseds

Fecat croweed

Tubla t9b—Farceied cioeding en liwe cver

Marmker of responies Farentoge of respasnes

5 4.0
33 19 4
45 230
a2 48R
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Tohl: 190, —Porcereen coswding ol lorcee,!

Mumber of rezpanues Percemtuges of 1enprenine,
Ext-remeely ¢roaeddizd 5 40
Bhorcdesiome 'y croweded 1 L
Fhght s ratvecdend S AE

Flat rreceniad B3 49 4

Talle 20 .-=Types o conflicts oo ine Trus wpe Bieer

“luoer ol Percentage =1
Type of confhc prople people

Foing 1E? L
Further rating regu lgticns & 41

F.y fishermen ¥ 14
Bank Fskermen F 14
Landowrer 2 14
Water magnagement G 41

Too many pecple 14 g%
[Dams 1 o7
Power boals 1 0.7
1,250 ofs regulalicns 1 0.7

Mot people feel that it is arceptable w see bermuen zero w (ve peaple while a1 the
rver access put-in. The actual numbers Jhar people said thev saw were between G
20 people.

L table 12, 1 was fowd i 777 percenn of those survesed saad thas they dad nor have any
conilier. White 8.9 percent sand thn they bad a conflict winly txs sy people being on the
river, 4.1 percent sad chat they have bad conflicts wath rabers. This fufeostaen ratfomes
that theee s very nthe conflict on the Truckee River at this poane an ume and thar the fow
confiiers thar do exist ane cawsed by too 1aoy people aod creeding on serain sectioos of e
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nver. Tl wse contiouss w merease, 0y be necessany o regulate the mirber of user
allowwed vothe sreer ar any o ok andfor segregae aver seennts For diticrene wer groups.

9. Expenditures

This section of the report grves dat on hos much @ bonp spent by Truckee Ravee recreation
wiers whe responded o our surver The nformation & then projected G section 132 af U
repan 10 show bow much mver reereation wsers are sperching por year.

Table 21 shows hew much o beiy spent {on each specilic expenditure teny) by cach acnvny
FLALTI LR

Table 22 shows how much all survey wspondents are spending on each expenditure tem an
Treckee, the R{'nu.-'rﬁpark'i arca, and aber areas.

Table 23 sherws bow much each survey resprndurt spent per visit 1o the Trackee Biver on
eacl men purchased.

‘The key figun: shown inwable 23 s the aversge dollar amount spent per visat for each suevey
respondent. Each user spent, on average, S38.18 per visit to the Trnukae River. This
amouns 15 wsed B section 10 1o caloulate rhe toal amonnt being; spent by recreaicnises on
the Truckee Faver and us inbutares.

Takle 24 shows the projecied user numbers and expenditure per over segment and year, The
greatest number of users 1s i section A of the Trockee River, wach 224 users per day on tha
section of the nver, with 2 projected wse number of 43,467, This area 1 near Tabicew Chy

and 15 a pupular site for visiors, Tkers observed i ths stody speor $28,18% o this nver
segment. The projpcred money spent by all rec meations] Hver users s $6.035,011, The next
st popular sie for recreation users i section [ of che nver, There are 31 wsers per day an
this section of the over, which propeers 17,358 users per wear. The amount 1 prnjected 1o be
§2,398,52% por year. The least number of users and manies spene aee in the Prosser Creck,
Elonner Creek, and Linle Trackee Raver amcas.

The sl nwnber of users connted dhorng our swudy penod on the aver was 5,871 The
averue af wers per day couned dunng our study on the mver was 343 The ol ameant ot
memey spent on the mver s 347 418, The projected aumber ab users on cach secien of the
vt wotals 73,23 wners spending a projected annwau ol $132, 239,764,




Tabla 21.—Amount spant by survoy rosoandents oy agl why and ram

Lo i ity

Coma'ryg fees
Liconsn fees
Hobel and ematel
Sasigurgni

Crocenms and
TULE 185

Gos

shopping
Equizman renmals
Fiskwg sopplies
Guida sarvices
itk ar

Toda!

(%)
Multis'a B

S efluraf ma;ar ke

Fly fening  boit hsh'rg  Kaycking Rating mehivitras Gl es

76E.00 38280 0.0 774,00 %1.00 12&.00

S44 00 585%.00 go.co 25.00 a5.00 .00
245500 0,00 .00 R E-R Q.00 000 ‘

1,545 3. 01 374.00 440,00 TL530.C0 320.00 780.02
208008 61500 42800 1.195.00 J90.C0 2ECD ‘
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Table 27 —Total vapendituzes by lscator ard dem por hased Tor gl soreey oospoedesms

Zammng fess
Lcrrine Faes
Heamerl cangd maemed
Restzuranl

Fredericd rard
supgles

Cras
shopping

Equipement
raniol:

Fishing suppheas
Guide sarsices
Ciker

Toatel

Trochea Fenos Spark.: Critheer airea Tota)
PO 1.00 o —G B 1_{]':.5 0
L7 .00 F42.00 100100 UL A0
3823 00 34 5.00 0 A 1T )
4,189 O JE0 50 0 4. 464 D0
4,74 1.4 23700 0 4 468 G
I, 2wy .00 AF5.00 L] 2467006
3.31500 A5 00 0 2550 0
e 00 K 0 740,00
1.4B5.04) JEDLKD 9] 203500
S35 00 a i wh5.00
200 G0 0 o Hac.0a
22895 G0 F.134 00 10000 wh, 149 00

Table 23—Espenditures pes averane respoedent

by item purchased

% zpont Total spert by

Expartitures e Qe person wderd sureeyed
Camping fees &.00 1.091.00
Liceze iees F.04 1.29%.00
Haotel and matel i 4, 170,00
Festauran 68.55 4,46% 00
Grocenes and supplies FE30 4,248 00
Gas 14.44 2.672.00
Smopoang 12.71 2,350.00
Lywpment renfals 4 0 F40.00
F.obisg soppl e 1114 2,035,000
Guoge serv.ces S ¥ 3300
ther (ML 00,00
Toslal IR ECRY: 25,142.00
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Tob e T —Progecled wner apmbers and ezperdilaees by ©over o ard yeor

kumber =: HywarG e
r5eers nutiben
runted ot users Frojected une ¥ spent iy Froper ] & ospond
#roer el By searmd per e g por 5.&9-11(_,,11'.-'-,..:-.,1,
sy RELTE) per day I AV TR cuanted ol ey
A 4 490 2040 473 447 78 |8n SOASGT
B 265 C5.87 3,335 .21 A&y, Fa9
. AN 13.13 2810 [.814 JHH, HES
n RACEY) 81.11 15353 11,208 2,378 58
E N E3 7B 1,483 1,086 237,557
F i o Fl 1,222 754 168,590
L3 1&1 @52 2037 1115 TH1, 471
Fl a 254 S ANT B3 .345
a5 318 L300 9 R
] 1 i i) [ ]
Taid 5871 343 034 F3.258 47418 0,039,786

0. Projections on How Changes in Flows
Affect Visitation and Expenditures

This sevtion deals with incneased visits and expendicures when changes in Mlow cceur, These
changes it use and expenditurs are compared 1o bigher mininoum fow, constem (lows,
and/ o higher flows. Bata are given Bimt for all survey sespondenis and then projeeted 1o all
rver wiers, Lastly, data are given for cach musjor aetviny smoup.

Thie total inc ceaved visies anel r:xpr::mlilurtﬁ lor the sureey r::spnnqlun:s has eeo calewlined by
the tetal number of visitnrs froo wble 8 malueled by the avermge per person expendituce
Eromy rable 23

Tl ot meneased vising and expendinames for the four majar seereatonal activities woeee
cabalared s g percennage of the meober o visicors froan ahble 8 and vhe avepe ol the por
person expenditure o able P for eack separiee orgor teonweation catepory of fhy fshing,
spird luned mr Fisiung, kavaking, and mafting. The waal expendinmes Eroon che fowr bwges
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recreatk categenacs Mabiles 26-29% will not equal the total screased visins angd cxpeodines
{ro table 25 because seereationist nuy have chosen mone than ooe mpor a0t o wlock
they panucipated. Al the average experdie for all nereationists is wa ju based G 1l
four wser prooups. 1t inchades activioes such as fy ‘-"J'-“le- spinglured ban fushing, kavaking,
miting, camping,. Gkang, sightsecing, tubing, aud preoeadng,

Taotal Increased Visits ond Expenditures fer Survey Raspondents

(0 the wisitory survemed, 1001 percent {18) would werease, on average, 7.7 visis per vmar 1l
higher minimumn flows vusted, whuch represents 138 more visits per vear, @ tord] incmease
of user days ol 221, and an tnervased expenditure of $19069. {Thes is hased on 2 per person
expreruliturn: of 13808 < 13K visiks )

Of che visions surveyed, 23,2 percear (42] wmuld increase, on average, 3.3 visis of mure
consistent flows vxasted, which jepresents 132 mare visits per year, a total increase of user
days of 222, and an increased of expenditare of $19.207, (This & based on a per- person
uxPundi[u.rE of $13%.18 x 139 visus)

CH the visions sureeyed, 4.0 percent (7 would inerease, on average, 6.2 visits if higher Mlows
exised, wluch represents 43 more visits per war, a i merease of wer days of 6% and an
ncreased cxpenditure of 35,9420 (This 15 based on 2 per-person expendiiume of S8 x

43 i)

Total Increased Visits and Expenditures for Totol Recreation User River
Fopuloticn

Of the visiors sunveyed, 0. percent of the 73,981 visitors, or 7,472 visitors, would
ngrease, on averspe, 7.7 visis per year if higher minimum flows existed, This reprsents
57,534 mere visits pec year and 2 oral inceease of wser days of 92054, Tncreased visus
mepreeent o yeadly increase in expendivur: of $7 950048, (Based upon 313818 per visi x
57 534 cevased visis).

Cf the vishers surveswd, 23,2 percent of the 71981 viatons, or 17,163 vistors, wouhd
meTease, on average, 3.3 visits per wear if more consistent flows existed. Ths represents
56,637 nore vists pec vear el o wtal merease of wser daovs of 93,619, Tocreased visis
repreaent . searly Increase i expenditure of 37,326,130, Based upon $136.18 per visn x
S6,437 mcreased visits)
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Toble 26, —Parcentage ond nurrber of increcsed vtz fly fisking, geven changes r flow

Halieplo 2 3 4 - & i Tarzl

Typan of change wikilg wigile winils IR wigidn w5is wigits 155
Highuger mimimm Ticmery 15 | .5 1.5 131
1 1 X 18

Fiore congistont fows T 4.5 10.5 3.0 5 1.5 40.8
13 2 7 Z 1 | 2

Tawnl uf flows 1.5 a7 4.5 10.5 4.5 3 3.0 45.3
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strem Floars ond Reorectan on the Treckee Koear

leble B¢ Porcenlkag~ ard normber of vacased wears spaecCoraflae ey,
Qiven changes am A

Typuz af tihple 2 d h I Talal

cloige witits wg e L TR w e TEH

Heghor irm i & o oy 24 48
1 1 2

Mzoa comsane e 2.4 .5 2.1 14.3 310
. " 1 & 13

Taral of Ho=s 7.4 115 24 SOF 74 ina

| & 1 ; I =

(K the visnors swveved, 4.0 percenmt of the 73981 visitors. or 2,959 veon, aoubd incresge,

om average, 5.2 viss per year i higher flows exsied. Tl reprecenes 13,345 more visis por
vean and o wetal merease of user days of 29,332, lovneased visits represent a yeazly increase in
expeinloue of 2534912 (Hased uponr $134.18 per visi % 18,343 neecased viss).

Projection if all Desired Flows Were Met

If kighet anul tiore consistent flows and hipher mindmum flows ware all mantied, rmen
36.6 percent of dhe 73981 Truckee River recreation wusers, of 27,077 wers, would nerease
their yearly visits by enber 7.7, 3.3, or 6.1 visics, This reflects an inerease in viswaonon of

129 686 visits per year and an Increase o expenditie of $17.923.011 per year based on an
average expenditure pet viat of $138.18.

Fir Fishing.—

Fiy Fisher Survey Recpondents.—For our survey study sample, 34 percent, or 60 nvee
WHEETS, ars ﬂ'r-' fj.&]'l.f:]g (sce cable 25), O the Visitors surveyrd, 4.5 percent (3} wonkd wcrease,
ot vy, 1323 visits per wear i higher minimum fows exiswed. This nepreseots 45 mare
visis per vear, 3 o) mwrease ol wier days of 64, and anomereased expendies of $0,114.

{Tais s hased on a per-person expenditare of 515298 « 45 v

For vur survey study samphe, 34 percent, or 46 ML WRCTS, e ﬂ:.' busbing,. € oo lie winrtoe
ﬂli]"-’-;.'}'l.‘vii. 40,08 picem I:L'?;I worahd merase, on averige, 3.3 vizts prer Wt ey cons 51t
Mows vxisted. This represems 8% muore visits por year, a wotal wcoease ef aser dan of 142,
aand ao nerease? expentiturs ol 3136150 [Fhis & based ona per-perion expediie of

L1539 w B v}
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Fly Fisher Total incregsed Yisus ond Expenditures.—II higher minimum flows and
mion: consislent Bows sere mawnawed, then 43 percent of the 25,133 {ly fishers, nr
11,318 users, would ncresse their wearly visits by either 1313 ar 3,3 visiss, Thes eopreseons an
merease novsitation of 48,921 visis per vear and an incrrased expenditure of $7,383,534 pes
wear based vo an averge expenditure pervisi of $132.98.

Spin/Lure/Baic Fishing.—

SpinfLurefBait Fishing Survey Respondents.—For our sunvey study sample, 23 perrent,
42 mver users, are spind lure/ bae fislung (sec table 26% O v visitorn sureyed, 4.8 perient
(2] mould inceease, on average, 3.3 visits por year if higher mninimom flows exsed, This
represents 17 mor: visis per yer, a total increase of wer days of 27, and an siercased?
expraditure of 51,532, (This is baved on o per-person expendiune of 590,14 x 17 visits)

Ty orar survey sty satnple, 23 pereent, or 42 ver usens, are {ly fishing, Of the visaors
survewd, 428 pervent (27} would metease ot average, 34 viis perysar d morc
comsistert Nows exxed. This represens 1 more visws perwear, a total increase of wier
cavs oot 142, and an increased expenditure of 58,202, {This is based an o per-person
expenditure of $90.14 5 T1 visns)

SpunfLurelBan Fishing Total Jocreased Visits ond Expenditures—I[1 higher inimimut
flows and mone consistent flows were maintaned, then 358 percem of the 7,205 spind
bared law Esbers, ue 0,290 spand Ture/ Bage Tisher wsers, would inveease thear sweas visios by
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ithier 8.5 or 34 viste This rofleces an wicrease i visianion of 24871 veis pec sear and an
mureasedl expenditune ol 32240871 per pear based on an average expenditure por viss ot

SUC.l4

Kapaking. —

Kayaking Suevey  Respondents —For our sunvey study sample, 29 percent, o 44 rver
uverns, are kavakers (see table 27} O 1he visiors surveyed, 330 pereent [15] wotad nenease,
o0 dverage, 36 vises poryear i higher inimuom flows existed. This represerns 4 mon:
visits per vear, o takal increase of user daws of 134, and an increased expenditue: of 3 767,
(This is based em a per person expenditure of $44.54 < 84 visis)

For aur sucvey study sample, 24 percent, or 46 nver users, are kayaken. Of the vitom
sutveyed, 4.4 percenc (21 would merease, on averge, 4.5 visits per wear  more
consistent ows cxxted. This nepresems 8.4 mare vt per yean, a total nerease ol oser
days of 13, and an inereased cxpendivure of 337668, (This s based onia per-peron
expinditure of $44.84 x 8.4 visits)

For our sucvey study sample, 24 percent of 46 mver usen are kovaker, Of the visitors
survered, 110 percent {3} would increase, on average, 5 visits per year if higher flows
exssted. Th reprusents 25 more visils per yeat, o wotal icrease of wser days of 48, and an
wereased expenditum of $1,1210 [This is based on 2 per-person expenditure of

$44.84 x 2visits.)

Kayaking Toral lngreased Visieg and Expenditures—If higher minimum flows and
oo conlsistent flows and higher flows wene mamained, then 48.4 percent of the
17,733 kavakers, or 8 383 users, would increase therr yearly visits by either 5.6, 4.5, or § visits,
This reflects an increase in visitation of 46,036 visits per wear and an mereased expendiwe of
£2,064,254 per war based on an averape expendieure per visit of $44 84,

Rafting.—

Hafong Survey Respondents —For our sucvey study sanple, 20 pervent, or 38 mver
users, are rafters (seo vable 285 O the vaawrs survead, 13.0 pereent 3] would inceease, on
average, # visit per wear f higher minimom flows existed. Thas epresenes 40 more visis
per wear, a 1ol ierease of wser days of 64, and a0 wereased expendivuee of $7.294, (T i
Lused e a per-person expenditere of $181.16 2 90 visits }
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For ooy siudy saoaple, 22 pencem, or 3 nver wsers, ane mtiens. O the vistars
siervestl, 2 percent (1) meoubd merease, on average, 2 visis per wear of inere consistent
Movws exrsted. This represcoes 2 mere vistss per s, 1ot mrcase of wer dav ol 3.2,
aad an inereased expenditme ol $362.320 (1hus s based voaper pesaons espendune of
1759 I IEERERTTH i

For our survey study sample, 24 percent of 46 rver wiers ane bavakees, UF the visiver,
surveved, 5.2 percent (2] woold nerease, on average, 2 vists per yoar o higher Dows cxsted.
This eepresents 4 more visis per year, a lotal nerease of wserdaw of A4, and an inerased
expenditure of $724.72, TThis 15 based on s perpencn cxpenditire of 18700 x4 visws )

Raofting Total Increosed Visits and Expenditures. —1f igher minimum flews aud mon:
consistent flows and higher flows e mamained, then 22.8 percent of dhe 14,778 multer,
ur 3 074 users, would incmease their yearly visits by ether 8 o0 2 visus, This reflects an
Wcivase it visiatoo af 17 672 visizs per vean and an ocreased cependiture of 83,201,460 per
year based on an sverape expendunne pervise of $181.14.
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TRUCKEE
RIVER
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SURVEY

Conducted by Lawrence Stucmke and Tammy Kibler
Colorado Siate Universily
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Imperiant: Eor this swevey, Trocker Biver iteludes the Trocker plos the sections o Ve Litfle Teocky,
Dunnct £'vevk, and Proswer Creeb.

I Whit receedenn g iveie Bave sou periwspazed naon the Tonckaers Hwver!

Activity Visils TN
ST le A s ey and pod Roaeesn fen Average number of sl e s A minbee of ks pog v
20l 1y vukin are Aty linlay
By shing  — _ _ —
Spin lure hain {shing
Kayaking (£anocing)
Halting
Tubing —_— —
Nightsecing —
Campiny
Wiking
Ficnieking
Jetskiing
CMher activitivs . — -

-

2. When oy ool b come o the Tiver (Rpreng, suzreer. weckeses vl ) amd sy daoyoo eliwee this e e
camie wir the Teackee ! jexample: 1ate hay'ear’y Fune onoweckdays becanse the iver Ao e best for D-hange )
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A Lt the section O ul e river where s o patogeaiel o e Gl e B ard g ese s aqmaliy
el a3l redson tor e rassng, (Flease see sibage Tor rives sectien

ACTIVLTY HIYFM SECTI N Sy HATLIMNG: HEASONS BOM BEA TN
Flyfinhing Excelbend Ciud Fair___ Foor

Spin £ lure! hait Gswop . Faceent finnel Fair Pawr o _
Kayaking ' Cantcmg Facellent  fiood___ Fair _ Pon .
Rafiing Exsoetleml _Crood . Faiv . Yoar )
L ulsings _ Excellent _ Good  Fuit Foor _

Sighiswing i Exveffem Gond _ Fulr [fowr o

L'anping - Excellent  fiood  Fair.  Poor___ B
Hiking _ Escelleat ool Fair___ Fanr _ -

Plenicking Excellend Goed_ Fair_ Puor, .

dviskiing Excrllent__ €ivod  Fair_ Paor__

Cither Excellend Ceend  Fair  ffeor _

J At whar tirwe of wear and wiere are e Pows g sthe rvee best So ot pazucalse recrealomal achivines™ (See
map}

- e T TR Maontiix and weeks of the year Recuan #
ME OF . % 3
RAME OF ACTIVTY Frumple (1" week of June, 1979 (Ree map]
Flyfishing '

Spin{ lure! bait Nishing _ ’ -

Kayaking {cuturing) T o I
“Haliing -
by T T ..

Sightscving

Camping ' -

Hiking T -

Picnicking - T
sk T e e -

Cler {Ein)

3. Fleaze mark con Qi teenpr woath 2 257 (art), what access poonts you stacbed alamd o “ 17 (rake outh, wliere yoa
ended your acuvmies. Alsa, nens no map e activacy.

€. Would you Iike walor Jevels or flews w certam scction of dwe Truckee Rever to by howsr, bigler or the sasw
during 3 cortamn peaed of the veor 10 enbangs your rececation expericoce. Pleww explom. (exampls - bigdies conong
wmter months Dec, Jan, Feb sechioo B}

I AREA { refer (0 map} ManthDia Y ear |

LOWYER

AR

Hanl:
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! -rpt e et o’ oy w1y g e . . -
D hthere a wianler lewes o B mane et von woulboecemimemd 107 the rrcer Tt woonld eohance sear recrcatoeal
capreeience” Flease deseribe

% Tsthere a weader Tevel or o rate, o dach swoeould Reepooee Team usomg Tae e Flease deser i,

Wl pun snl vast e Trockee Boves azes ol aomDiemes wers ned sdequane b pasticipatl iz voug pzelerse)
[z ke Bver frofeatong acivstrs ' ey Pl

I D ciwer fleva s or sens: ofther Jackors deeemine wlethes o ned s ou reyreate ur the Teowe kee Bover™?
Avtivily Mame CRer Flnws wer e Bactere e Lariera

Li Loelabe averane noazde: ol mateoduis Per sisi, who acoomipaieed vou oy Trockee Kiver 8115 past svar
I i oo 3 Mo

L2 Ton oy coaflcts yona Aave expenenced of have heand ahesin the Liockee et ased explaen (e e eageiie oo
ot leacd abaoul and gree cxplanation)

13 Tane wonn Bell crovwdzd whale oswny the nver this pasc year? {Please undicare hy circhng the 2ppeagie purnbats

B low)

Iid vou fvel erowded et ae all  Shighily Moderately  Frrremely
by wiher users Crgpweled  Cromdod Crowiled  rowrasl

Al e access alwere yvou Dirst 1 A L |
eoleced the fiver

Whils ¢ the rover + 3 2 1
At the access where you leli 4 3 2 1

the river

{4, Please axvimate the omber of gach of the [ullewig fepes of wsers you encountsrad tper vasit] at each location
this past year?
(Do not count members of yaur own party}

Eclimate Sumbor of sers:
Fly Spindursbat  Rafng  Conoeing  Kavokers  Tubers  febkiers
Fizhing Fishirg,
At the ackens whepe voan Nirst
erlered the river
Whele on the river
Section # S
Bectivn i
AL the apeess whee vom
left e rover. . -

aa



Uy dvre you aware ol e baed iy vondlicots soih eflaer e e e Dockes Bt
1 "yey ™ put a " an dhe e s here vou encomntered theve condlicgs )

hayakers £ CaneoeisLy ¥es  Nn
Kalrers Yex Mo
FhvTasTee rinee i Yeuo Mo
Spin d lwees bt Islwerinen ¥ Mn
Irivare Bapc) aovners Yoa  Np
CUrnmmercial griles Yes NN
Siglelseers e Nm
Jetskiers Tes Mo
Cliber Ty Mn

¢ "yes™, please deseribe and give daile)

10 O aveape vl o the Truches River, how mzny peopbe are witon creaieh wone Lreen hiew! _

17 MWhat fuy your opinion} is an acceplable pumber uf peaple w kace welnm eyesight o e follow s plies whole
on ke reean?
ALTEE access wellere Yol Tuse entered the rever (6 = CRE 1 ave a5 iy as

I deseen'e RA0EK Toe B

Whale aanthe aver Lt 15 CHEC 16 v s ddiney s
1t deesn™ wmaticr 1 e

Althe accesy where yoo 21T the river, [0 in CFK 1r b 25 maimy s
I e msipgter 46 mie

15,0 A thene any utler eivers an the ares gl von wee Taeeereation™ [0 es". gate the rivce companed o il

Truiker)
Chiice piver e Ay livner shan Srrmlar o Mt g el
i the Tracker Ever tor the above acliviby

L% What recreational activitics dao enu thaink e Truekee Eiver is Best smned Tor?
Kayaking f Camoeing Bafung Flyfshing Spdn S lure £ bait fishog Sweirpning, Jeeskiatg Tulung
Sightzceing Oher Why?t

0. Have you wsed 2 commercial guiding service on the Treckee River?
e Yei Mo Wanu: of Gupde Service ATty

Unpoided  Yes Mo

2t How much did yoo spend on the followiog stems wn this visit o Cee river” Indicate the percemtage of e mial
spenl in Treckee, Reno'Sparks or Cther Area.

Ibems TiHal Trucki Ronn Sparks [(Hher ATea
¥ Ta T T

‘Canping Tees
I 1cense Fees
Tharel aipd Mnich
IR crlaurant
Ciracenes and Supmlies
' ias
Shupping
i}-‘.:'r.la] of Fauapaskent
iFulnng wuapphcys
Cintcle Eerowes
LHher

I er1alk




L2 Lescnhe (ke reven soaditioms thal e prcket sooonler 2 marfcipale o over scivilies

24 What vaehn T dose on e Trochee Raves make inberres Tog sor revredion,

oo How rany et sl wanld yooomeke per year if s weae deone®

‘Thae Tollowing g tings are for statistical infoenea lion only sl will be Lepd siricely condiden izl
D Wl £y, Htake, aitd S Cicle zpe yau frome?
M Fengee | BTale

A5 Check che cateyory Wiae Twear deserabes vour loemal edacatuon fvel,
_ oz high sl
Uirachwited Irom high schowl e voeatiomal wel
C_ momw codleer
_ Wrradyated fruce s Four-year condlere
Poat eoadoate weork i deyree

Ia
o

W Tean wars your houschie il gross moone far 1998- 195997

Less thaw %1 5,0HM)

$15,(M1-525 0000

325,040E-135,0M0)

L35 KDL 250, (M0

SN00L-SF5 Il

S TR R LT G

(TR AR

[ N I iy i

Cither Comments™

THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND COOPERATION!



TRUICKEE RIVLR
OUTEFITTER 7 GUIDL
INTERVIEW SURVEY

L Heaw mamy gukded Aps hieve vou msde 1o the Bllowing verssstreams 1his past vear'

Truckee Baver
Fodrle Trngkee
i et Clreck
Prosser Creck

2. Cht average, how many guided inps do vou make (o the fellowing riversssireans per year?

Truckoe River

Litle Truckes
Eropomer Creck
Prosscr Croek

3, When fmontths,wecks aic.) are the fellowing riversSireans al e est Lo levels Tor saiding
clicmes™

Trackes Hiver
Lutle Trwckes
onuter §roek

Prosser Croek
4. Which section {5) of the Truckee Eiver have vou guided on in the past year?

EIVER SECTION BATING EEASON FOR BEATING




S Arwlia tirne wl vear anil where are the: flowy in the rives the best S gnded inqs?

e EL MU THR W EER S COMMINTS

G %ould you ke water fevels or ilows o certain seetions {see masp) lower, higher, of the sanee
during o cenain peaod o The year that would enhanes the qualicy of cxpesivnce Jor vour clients!

SECTION WATER LEVEL TIME H Y1AR

T 15 there a water level or low rate that would keep you from wsing the niver for guided trips?
Please desenile.

Ly river flows or some other factors determine whether yon guide on cerlain seclions of the nver?
River flows  Yus Mo

Crther factors (pleasc describe)

&, On averape, what 18 the aumber of clients hat accompany cach guide?

Mimmare Saxinnnn



HO Tlonw mnamy sreniues dhs vo eriplow®

Full time
TPart o

TE. Do v ik there will bocome 8 time when thee soall need e be limis var the anrbser of
poeople on the nver!

Yos o FExplain

12, Do von think thers will Become a tiowe there will be limils on the types of vae an the fver
(1.e. only ralimg. fylishinge, cidch and releose ondy, ctc.)

13 D you dhamk ther should he s on eiver wse aow?

Yo o Lxplain

14, [lave you ar apy gmides experienced or heand of any conflicts bebween ditferent uscr proups
on the Aver? Explain -

15. Arc there any other rivers in the #rea thal your company uses 1 guide choents an? {17 yes”
rae that Aver compared 1o the Trickes).

Olher mver Beter than Sinlar e Mot as peod as_ the Trockes
River.
Enher oiver __ Betier than Ml te Pl 13 good as the Trckey
River,
Cther river __ Better than Simlar te Mol oz good i the Brockes

River.



Prrarad Lo'we Poiute Trike
Peramid Lake, MY

Mevern Dwimipr of Wildhfe
Rarme, MY,

Califorinm Civizian of Wildile
Truckes, CA.

Truckee Ranger Dizireo
Truc ke A,

Tele MHohoaol Fares

Mawada Tity, CA,

5. Forest Sorvice:
Trockoe, OA,

Truckee Chomber of Commarce
Truckae, Ch

Cammercial guides and outhiters

Trockeg Bivgr Bolt Rorbals
Toahee Cily, A

Tahoa Whilewater Tours
Tohaa Lily, CA

Mountain Air Eafting
Tahoa City, CA,

Whitereraler Excilerrert
Aokurn, CA.

¥ Lwes Poddieshens
Tahae City, CA,

[.R.1E. Rofiirg Coempany
Clyrapic Valey, Ca.

Rovpr Adwoeniurng & More
Rerg, MY

Trocescn Trowt o oeg
Truron:, T,

CONTACT LIST

Truckee River Collitbrrs
Trockes, A,

Ferno Fly Shap
Eerma, WY

Faur Seosons Flyfizhing
Truckoe, CAL

lchnson Toackle & Girde Servica
Tehoma, CA

Eiflleworks Fhfishing
Truckes, ChA.

Orvis Fl':,rlishiﬂg Crihifers
Tushoe City, CA.

Cahforria Scheal of
Flyfizhing, Trockee LA

Trowe Vil oe Mooniain
Horgdwore, Trogkes CA.



Special inferest groups

[z kes Boves vkl Cuk
Kepn, 9%,

Tahae-Trucker FIy izl
ahow Oy, 1A,

Friends CH e Bocer
Fualtng £ hapter
Sacrarnz, s

Seeome Iacibie Power Cotupany
Fahoe O, 1A

St Soevichn Wihrewares Clols
Fongy, MW
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