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BACKGROUND

In accordance with Section 102 (2) (c) of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
of 1969, as amended, the Mid-Pacific Region of the Bureau of Reclamation
(Reclamation) has found an Environmental Impact Statement is not required for the
proposed execution of the Long-Term Water Service Contract for the City of Lindsay,

of the Central Valley Project (CVP). This Finding of No Significant Impacts (FONSI) is
supported by Reclamation’s Friant Division Long-Term Contract Renewal
Environmental Assessment (EA), dated January 2001 and the Supplemental
Environmental Assessment for the City of Lindsay, Friant Division, 40-Year Long-Term
Contract Renewal, dated March 2004, herein incorporated by reference.

Section 3409 of the Central Valley Project Improvement Act of 1992 (CVPIA) stipulates
that Reclamation must prepare and complete a Programmatic Environmental Impact
Statement (PEIS), pursuant to NEPA, analyzing the direct and indirect impacts and
benefits associated with the implementation of the CVPIA. This was completed with the
Record of Decision signed on January 9, 2001.

In accordance with Section 3404(c) of the CVPIA, authorization of long-term contract
renewals (LTCRs) also requires appropriate environmental review. This was the subject
of the Friant Division Long-Term Contract Renewal EA (Friant EA), which tiered from
the CVPIA PEIS. The PEIS addressed the impacts and benefits of implementing the
CVPIA provisions CVP-wide and allowed subsequent environmental documents to tier
from and to incorporate the PEIS analysis. The Friant EA analyzed localized impacts of
continued water deliveries of 2,500 acre feet per year (af’y) of Class 1 Friant CVP water
to City of Lindsay (Lindsay), resulting from the 25-year long-term contract. The Friant
EA assumed the 25-year period would begin in 2001 and end in 2026. However, the City
of Lindsay’s original long-term contract (No. 5-07-20-W0428) does not expire until
2025. The CVPIA provided incentives for contractors to renew their contract early.
Therefore it is anticipated the City of Lindsay would sign their new long-term contract in
2005. Under the provisions in Public Law 88-44, (RRA); Section 9(c) of the Reclamation
Project Act of 1939; Reclamation Project Act of 1956; Reclamation Project Act of 1963;
and CVPIA, Reclamation found the City of Lindsay is a Municipal and Industrial and
Reclamation is offering Lindsay a 40-year contract. Therefore, Reclamation prepared a
Supplemental EA (SEA) in March 2004 to analyze the impacts to environmental
resources for the continued water deliveries from 2005 to 2046.

The purpose of the proposed action is to execute the Long-Term Water Service Contract
with City of Lindsay for 40 years. The approval and long-term contract would be
consistent with the provisions in the CVPIA, Reclamation Project Act, and Reclamation
Reform Act (RRA). This Proposed Action is necessary to provide uninterrupted CVP
water deliveries to the City of Lindsay for municipal and industrial purposes for 40 years.

Three alternatives were identified in the Friant EA for the renewal of the long-term
contract between Reclamation and the Friant Division Contractors. The alternatives
represented a range of water service agreements provisions that could be implemented for




