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Environmental Impact Statement/
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Project iIs a Joint Effort by:

\ Bureau of Reclamation

" — Central California Area Office
*Area Manager — Michael R. Finnegan
*Project Manager — David Robinson

California Department of Fish and Game
North Central Region
eRegional Manager — Sandra Morey
*Project Manager — Joe Johnson
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Other Interested Agencies

e California State Parks

e California Department of Boating and
Waterways

e National Marine Fisheries Service
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What’'s New?

Name Change

CEQA Partner
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Purpose

e To create and maintain a reliable
system of collecting adult fish for use In
the Hatchery
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Need for Project

e Damage and deterioration of weir structure
e Operational impacts to sensitive species
e Public and worker safety concerns
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Deterioration of Welr
Structure

e Erodible
foundation
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Repairs and Modifications
Schedule

e Reconstruct four piers (1963)
e Rebuild the fish ladder (1965)
e Fill voids in foundation (1982, 1986, 1999)

e Install angular rock upstream (1999)
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Impacts to Sensitive Fish

e Central Valley steelhead was listed as federally
threatened March 19, 1998.

e National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) requested
long-term solution to minimize flow fluctuations.
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Safety

e |Installation and removal of
welr

e Debris accumulation

e Boating hazard
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Finding a Solution

e Feasibility and planning studies beginning
INn the early 1990’s

e Project Alternatives Solutions Study
(PASS)
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Explored lonz-term schi-
Hons to comect desizn
deficiencies.

Evahiation of Vahie Analysis
Wodkshop weonmnendad to re-
examire the alternatives o ac-
cornod ate pavenile stealhead.

Arhripated implementabion
of fish passage project.

Fornmlated and desizned
an in-yver replacemert

Thara puib Lie meetings held
in Rancho Cordova to
solicit pub lie irpat.

Sigmaficant wirter Ao
events damaged the weir

fourd ation

Prlitminary analysis of en-

viommental npacts assoel-

ated withwreir replacenent
desizn alternatives .

Anticipated date of release
of Draft EIS/EIR.

Cental Wallay
steelhead listed as an
endangered species.

The Haticnal Matine Fisheries
Service recornnends finding a
sobition that does not require
armmal flow wductions.

Comvered aPioject Alter-
natives Sohition S dy to
Eoeive agency irputon
altematives.

Anticipated date of public

hearing on Diaft EIS /ETR.

Feclarmation comvened
animerdisciplinary Wahe
Aralysis Waorkshop to de-
velop conceptual soltions.

Feclammation farther refined
desizn altermatives .

Articipated date to finalize
EIS/ER and isme
Record of Decision.

2013

Evaliate ivplementation of

fish passage project. Future dates

are estimates.
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Alternatives Under
Consideration

e No Action
e Replace the Fish Weir

e Extend the Ladder to Nimbus Dam and remove
the Fish Welir
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No Action
Alternative

Annual flow reductions

Periodic significant repairs
Replacement of superstructure

No change to fishing regulations

No change In recreational opportunities
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Replace the Fish Welr
Alternative

Permanent structure upstream from existing
weir

Bypass to allow maintenance without lowering
river flow

Increase in O & M activities and cost

Limited fish passage

No change in fishing regulations

No change In recreational opportunities
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Extended Ladder
Alternative

Existing weir no longer needed

No need to lower river flows

Small increase in O & M cost and effort
Open fish passage

Changes In visitor experience and future use
opportunities

Change In fishing regulations
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Extended Ladder
Alternative

_ow gradient flume section

_adder section

Rock-lined channel fishway

Supplemental attraction flow

Construct fishway In first 10-12 months
Monitor performance 1-2 years

Remove welr structure from river in year 3 or 4
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Feather River Hatchery Ladder

Low-gradient flume

Underwater fish viewing
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Rock Lined Fishway

Derby Fishway
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Alternative Features

Replace Weir
No flow reductions
Limited fish passage
Increased O&M
No change in fishing regulations
No change in recreation opportunities

Estimated cost! = $ 9.5 million

Extend Ladder
No flow reductions
Open fish passage
Small increase in O&M
Change in fishing regulations
Change in recreation opportunities

Estimated cost! = $ 4.7 million
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Potential Impacts and Areas of Interest

Construction Impacts
*Noise

eTraffic

Lighting

eAcCcess

eDust
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Potential Impacts and Areas of Interest

Changes to Hatchery Visitation Opportunities

Nimbus Hatchery Fish Passage Project




Potential Impacts and Areas of Interest

e Access and use of Nimbus Shoals

e Changes In fishing
regulations
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Nimbus Hatchery Fish Passage
PrOJect Regulatlons Alternatlves
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Fishing Regulation Changes?

 No Action Alternative and Alternative 2 would
not require the modification of current Fishing
Regulations.

e Alternative 1 would require Fishing Regulation
changes for the protection of Chinook salmon
(Oncorhynchus tshawytscha) and Central Valley
steelhead trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss) in the
lower American River.
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Proposed Fish Ladder & Fish and
Game Regulation 2.35

e Alternative 1 would result in a new fish ladder
extending into the Nimbus Basin.

e Fish and Game Regulation 2.35
No fish may be taken within 250 feet of:
(a) Any fishway or egg-taking station.
(b) Any dam or any weir or rack which
has a fishway or egg-taking station.
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Current American River Fishing
Regulations

Area or Body of Open Season Bag Limit
Water

(A) From Nimbus Dam to All year 1 hatchery trout or 1
the Hazel Avenue bridge hatchery steelhead**

piers 0 salmon

(B) From Hazel Avenue Jan. 1 through 1 hatchery trout or 1
bridge piers to the U.S. Sept. 14 hatchery steelhead**
Geological Survey 0 salmon

gauging station cable
crossing about 300 yards
downstream from the
Nimbus Hatchery fish
rack site

Only barbless
hooks may be used
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Current American River Fishing
Regulations

@ Current Fishing

“ I\ Regulation 7.50 (b) (5) (B)
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USGS Gable
=mmnane Existing Permanent Fishing Closure

.- Alternative 1A - Permanent Fishing Closure within 250’ of the |
Fishway Entrance and 250’ of the Fishway Ouitfall |

Note: Under Altemative 1A, a seasonal fishing closure
from the USGS Cable fo the Hazel Avenue Bridge from
September 15 through December 31 would remain in effect,
consistent with current Depariment of Fish and Game Code.

Alternative 1A - Modified Fishway



Proposed American River Fishing
Regulations
Alternative 1B

Area or Body of Open Season  Bag Limit

Water

(A) From Nimbus Dam to Closed to all fishing
the Hazel Avenue bridge  all year.
plers

(B) From Hazel Avenue Jan. 1 through Sept. 1 hatchery trout or 1
bridge piers to the U.S. 14. hatchery
Geological Survey gauging Only barbless hooks —steelhead**
station cable CrOSSing may be used. O salmon
about 300 yards
downstream from the
Nimbus Hatchery fish rack
site _ '
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USGS Gable
=mmnnne Existing Permanent Fishing Closure

“ Alternative 1B _Perrnanent Fishing Closure from Hazel Avenue to the |
Nimbus Dam and within 250 of the Fishway Outfall

Note: Under Altemative 1B, a seasonal fishing closure
from the USGS Cable o the Hazel Avenue Bridge from
September 15 through December 31 would remain in effect,
consistent with current Depariment of Fish and Game Code.

Alternative 1B - Modified Fishway



Proposed American River Fishing
Regulations
Alternative 1C

Area or Body of Open Season Bag Limit
Water

(A) From Nimbus Closed to all fishing all
Dam to the U.S. year

Geological Survey

gauging station cable

crossing.
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——— USGS Cable

Existing Permanent Fishing Closure

“ Al five 1C Permanent Fishing Closure from USGS Cable
eMatve 1% ~14 the Nimbus Dam

Alternative 1C - Modified Fishway



Saillor Bar 2004

Nimbus Hatchery Fish Passage Project




Anticipated Schedule

Scoping Comments Due May 28, 2009
Draft EIS/EIR December 2009
Review Period January — March 2010

Public Hearing January 2010
~inal EIS/EIR August 2010
Record of Decision September 2010
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Alternative 1. Modified Fishway
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Alternative 2. Diversion Welr
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