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New Melones Lake Area
Constraints

Reclamation has identified several project-wide constraints:

Law enforcement capabilities

Limited funding sources

Limited authority to develop new facilities

Operational requirements on Reclamation’s management of the New Melones Lake Area
Legal requirements to protect air resources, water resources, cultural resources,

and biological resources

Open Water Planning
Constraints

Reclamation has identified some constraints that are specific to the lake surface and heavily influence the
North Bay, Middle Bay, and South Bay areas.

The lake surface areas share these constraints:

Legal requirements to comply with Federal and State boating and seaplane regulations
Legal requirements to comply with fishing and hunting regulations

Adjacent land use — Example: Required buffer around wildlife mitigation area



RECLAMATION
Bureau of Reclamation

Managing Water in the West

Possible Management Needs and/or Opportunities
New Melones Lake Area - Project-wide

All Management Areas

1. Develop a long-term strategy that maintains and, wherever appropriate, optimizes the diversity of
recreation and level of service found at New Melones Lake.

2. Continue to implement a long-term strategy for an effective law enforcement program between local,
State, and Federal agencies.

3. Continue to implement and update the Sign Management Plan and Interpretive Plan.

4. In the rural developed recreation areas, continue to implement a user fee program; seek out
opportunities to retain these funds to enhance facilities and services.

5. Plan actions to update and maintain existing recreation facilities at New Melones.

6. Plan for future concession contracts, through a Commercial Services Plan, which are self-supporting
and provide services desired by the public.

7. Establish partnerships, agreements, and relationships with local, State, and Federal entities to
coordinate land management and respond to health and safety issues.

8. Continue to assess how lands contained within the New Melones Lake Area are being effectively
utilized for project purposes.

9. Continue to implement and update a project-wide Fire Management Plan and Integrated Weed
Management Plan.

10. Consider road maintenance agreements on management of Reclamation roads.

11. Prepare and implement a Trails Management Plan that optimizes connectivity and multiple-use of
trails including Americans with Disabilities Act-compliant trail.

12. To protect health and safety, develop and implement a long-term strategy for managing hunting as
visitation and urban development increase.

New Melones Lake Area - Open Water

1. Update minimum basic facilities to meet modern standards such as updating facilities to meet water
quality standards and boat launches to provide for public health and safety.

2. Address illegal activities through appropriate law enforcement presence, signage, and education.

3. Develop a stronger partnership with California Department of Fish & Game to increase
communication leading to more effective enforcement of Fish & Game Code.

4. Implement lake zoning to designate 'no-wake' zones, swimming areas, and areas appropriate for
houseboats and seaplanes.

5. Prepare and implement a strategy to address seaplane activities as visitors to New Melones Lake
increase.

6. Develop appropriate educational opportunities on water and boating safety.
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