RECLAMATION
Bureau of Reclamation

Managing Water in the West

Alternatives Development Process

The alternatives development process involves creating a reasonable range of alternatives to address
Reclamation’s stated Goals and Objectives and the Purpose and Need for the Resource Management
Plan/Environmental Impact Statement (RMP/EIS).

Identify Planning Issues
Planning Issues are concerns or controversies about resource uses and associated management practices.

Example: “There should be better boating access to New Melones Lake.”

e Issues were identified through internal discussions; coordination with local, State and Federal agencies;
and comments submitted during the Public Scoping Period (12/18/06-3/19/07).
e The Scoping Report summarizes the process used and the issues identified.

Identify Planning Constraints

Planning Constraints are legal mandates, physical realities, or agency requirements that need to be fulfilled
by the RMP/EIS alternatives. The constraints limit how issues may be addressed in the RMP/EIS.
Alternatives will be developed to meet goals and objects and the Purpose and Need for the RMP/EIS without
violating the constraints.

Example: “Steep terrain limits opportunities for recreation access or development.”

¢ Planning constraints, such as statutory mandates, were identified during preparation of the Resource
Inventory Report.

e Constraints were also identified through internal discussions; and coordination with local, State and
Federal agencies; and comments received during the public scoping period.

Identify Management Needs and Opportunities

The Management Needs and Opportunities are possible management actions Reclamation could undertake to
address identified planning issues within the bounds of the identified constraints. Reclamation has identified
a list of possible management needs and/or opportunities that address the identified issues (see Possible
Management Needs and/or Opportunities Table). The goal of the Alternatives Workshop is to obtain
public input on the possible management needs and opportunities.

Develop a Reasonable Range of Alternatives

The Alternatives will be a combination of individual management actions that together would meet
Reclamation’s stated Goals and Objectives and the Purpose and Need for the RMP/EIS. The RMP/EIS will
analyze a reasonable range of feasible alternatives. The reasonable range of Alternatives will include the
continuation of current management, also known as the No Action Alternative, as well as several feasible
action alternatives.

The Public Draft Alternatives are expected fall 2007
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