NAPA COUNTY FIRE DEPARTMENT
. FIRE MARSHAL'S OFFICE
1199 Big Tree Road, St. Helena, CA 94574
Phone #(707) 963-3601 Fax #(707) 963-1549

CGooperative Fire Protection

Date: November 13, 2001

To:  Bruce Wadlington
Mid-Pacific Region
2800 Cottage Way, MP-140 (Berryessa V SP)
Sacramento, Ca 95825

Re: Fire Safety Analysis
Lake Berryessa Resort Areas

The following is offered to your request for information on the fire safety and emergency
service anaysis of the Lake Berryessa Resort areas. The purpose of thisanalysisisto
provide a compendium of the comprehensive issues and code/regulations, which
currently exist within the resort aress.

|. Background

Early in the history of recreational development at Lake Berryessa, decisions were made
which resulted in the development of long-term exclusive use trailer villages operated by
seven concessionaires. These trailer villages or resort areas now occupy approximately
1500 long-term trailer sites along the lake. Since the late 1950's and early 1960's, when
the resorts were devel oped, regulations and codes have been adopted by the State of
California and the County of Napa which require much stricter building and devel opment
standards and maintenance requirements for existing structures and premises. These
regulations and codes were developed to minimize the loss of life and property from large
devastating fires and to provide access to such emergencies for responding personnel.

The primary fire hazard, which is typical for any development in the rural areas of
Cdlifornia, is vegetation fires. The general area of Lake Berryessa has experienced past
wildfires, which have destroyed numerous homes and many acres of land. The most
recent large-scale wildfires in Napa County were the Berryessa Fire in 2000, the Sixteen
Firein 1999 and the Atlas Peak Fire in 1981 which destroyed 61 homes and 23,000 acres
of land. Mitigation of this hazard is addressed in the Fire Safe Codes under Public
Resources Code (PRC) Sections 4290 and 4291, as well as the Napa County Fire Code
(NCFC) 1999 Edition. These mitigations include road access standards, turnouts and
turnarounds, on-site fire protection water storage requirements and vegetation clearance
requirements for individual structures and roadways. These mitigations would solve the
fire and safety problems, which exist today, in part, in al of the resort areas.






