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1.0 Introduction

The Yuma East Wetlands (YEW) project area is located along the Colorado River
floodplain (between River Miles 29.0 and 34.0). The project area is bounded to the west
by the Ocean-to-Ocean bridge, to the east by the Gila and Colorado River confluence,
and by the upper reservation levee and the south Gila levee (see figure 1). The YEW
project area encompasses approximately 2.25 square miles and is located in Sections 19,
21, 22, 23, & 24, Township 8 South, Range 22 7 23 West, of the Gila Salt River Meridan,
Yuma County, Arizona.

1.1 Background

The city of Yuma (COY) has prepared a master plan titled “Yuma East Wetlands
Restoration Plan” for restoration and enhancement of riparian and marsh areas within the
lower Colorado River region. The COY has worked closely with the public and various
stakeholders to develop (design and planning) the master plan. The COY has requested
and received financial assistance from various federal, state, and local entities for the
initial “YEW pilot restoration project.”

Congress allocated federal funding to the Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) for use in
the YEW’s restoration and enhancement project. The federal action evaluated in this
Environmental Assessment (EA) is the transfer of these federal funds to the COY through
financial assistance agreements (i.e. Grants and Cooperative agreements) to assist
restoration and enhancement of the YEW.

The Corps of Engineers (Corps) as the lead federal agency for the Yuma East Wetlands
project prepared an Environmental Assessment (EA), Statement of Findings, 404(b)(1)
Evaluation, and Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) for permit application
Number 944-0154-MB under Regional Permit (RGP) No. 22 for Aquatic and Wetland
Enhancement Activities. The Corps EA disclosed the potential environmental impacts,
including direct and indirect effects, of dredging activities conducted under the purview
of the RGP. Reclamation concurs with the Corps analysis of environmental impacts, and
hereby incorporates the Corp’s EA by reference.

1.2 Purpose and Need for Proposed Action

The purpose of the proposed project is to transfers funds to the COY for restoring,
enhancing, and protecting native riparian, wetland, and aquatic habitats, as well as
providing cultural preservation, environmental education, low-impact recreation, and
eco-tourism opportunities within the YEW project area.
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The need for the project is for Reclamation to satisfy one of the primary purposes of the
federal authorities listed below by contributing to the well being of the public at large, by
assisting in the preservation and conservation of wildlife as well as offering recreational
and aesthetic amenities to U.S. citizens. Reclamation has the ability to assist various
federal, state, tribal, and local governments with federal funds (by means of financial
assistance agreements) in the development of wetlands, endangered species, and assisting
in the recreational development on Reclamation lands provided that the project purpose
and objectives meet criteria within Reclamation authorizations. These authorizations
include:

e The Reclamation Act of 1902, June 17, 1092; P.L. 85-624
e The Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act of 1958; P.L. 93-205
e The Endangered Species Act of 1973, December 28, 1973 as amended

e The Reclamation Recreation Management Act, Title 28, of October 30, 1992
(P.L. 102-575)

e The North American Wetlands Conservation Act, December 13, 1989; P.L. 102-
575

e The Reclamation Recycling and Water Conservation Act of 1996, October 9,
1996

2.0 Description of Proposed Action and Alternatives

The Yuma East Wetlands Restoration Plan aims to restore native riparian, wetland, and
aquatic habitats along the lower Colorado River. This will be accomplished through
natural channel design; restored water flow in degraded wetland and aquatic habitats; and
riparian re-vegetation activities.

2.1 Proposed Action/Preferred Alternative

Under the proposed action, Reclamation will provide funding to the COY to assist in the
YEW development. Funding provided by Reclamation may be used by the COY for any
of the project phases, as listed below.

The YEW is a 5-10 year phased implementation program that will include the following
project features (see YEW master plan for detailed descriptions):

e Creation of a 6-acre YEW park through riparian revegetation.

e Conversion (revegetation) of existing non-native dominated habitat to native
cottonwood/willow habitat.

e Restoration of natural channel configuration resulting in restoration of water flow
in degraded wetland and aquatic habitats (dredging/excavation activities).

e Conversion of 77.5 acres of agricultural land to native riparian trees and shrubs.

e Sequential replacement of the remaining 1318.5 acres of non-native saltcedar and
giant cane habitats with native riparian trees and shrubs.
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The restoration area covers approximately 1400 acres. Over 300 species of birds, 32
species of mammals, 19 species of fish, 20 species of reptiles and 9 amphibian species
have been documented along the lower Colorado River. Two species listed as
endangered under the Endangered Species Act, the southwestern willow flycatcher and
the Yuma clapper rail, and one species under review for listing, the western yellow-billed
cuckoo, are expected to benefit from habitat protection and enhancement. Many special
status species and neo-tropical migratory birds are also expected to benefit from this
project.

2.2 No Action Alternative

Under the no action, Reclamation would not execute any financial assistance agreements
with the COY for the YEW project. Funds designated for the project would be returned
to the U.S. Treasury and designated for other purposes.

The no action alternative does not meet the purpose and need of assisting the COY with
federal dollars for the restoration and enhancement activities of the YEW.

2.3 Alternatives Considered, But Eliminated from Detailed Analysis

Reclamation considered the transfer of federal dollars (execution of assistance
agreement) alternative and a no action alternative. Alternative uses for the appropriated
funds were not considered, because federal funding was appropriated exclusively under
the Wetlands Development account for the Bureau of Reclamation to continue work on
the East Wetlands Restoration project in Yuma, Arizona.
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Appendix A
(404, ESA, SHPO, BIA, Quechan Resolution)



