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1:  Reasons the Upper Basin states support adoption of interim surplus guidelines are discussed in the interim surplus criteria proposals submitted by Six-States (see Attachment E), and by the Seven States proposed criteria (see Federal Register notice in Chapter 5).  Impacts to the Upper Basin states are based on changes to water levels in Lake Powell, which result from releases to Lake Mead to "equalize" storage between the two reservoirs as discussed in Section 1.4.2 of the EIS.  Reclamation is only proposing surplus criteria be in effect for an interim 15-year period, during which time they would be subject to review every 5 years, along with reviews of the LROC.

2:  A requirement that California make progress on its Colorado River Water Use Plan may be included in ISC Guidelines.  California is responsible for funding any costs associated with compliance and implementation of their plan components.  This includes costs for mitigating impacts of those actions that require Secretarial approval as determined by other federal and state environmental compliance documents.
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3:  As noted in EIS section 2.3, the interim surplus criteria would terminate at the end of the 15-year period.  In the absence of subsequently specified criteria, surplus determinations would be made as is currently done, as part of the annual operating plan development (AOP) process.  If California is not making progress in implementing its Colorado River Water Use Plan, the Secretary may choose to revert back to 70R Strategy or the AOP process during the interim period.




4:  Reclamation is not aware of any program or process by this name.  It is the intent of this current process to carefully consider any potential adverse consequences of alternative courses of action discussed by this document.




