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Shelley R. Ruff is the Financial Manager for the Great 
Plains Region, the largest and most ecologically 
diverse region in Reclamation. Shelley is responsible 
for the development and analysis of strategic plans, 
operational plans, and associated performance 
indicators.  She is responsible for the prudent 
management of all the financial resources of the 
Region.  

 She serves as Regional advisor and authority on 
financial and performance matters.  She ensures an 

integrated financial management program to meet goals and objectives for the Region, including 
program and budget coordination, and accounting and financial management reporting.  She 
provides oversight for the gathering, monitoring, analyzing and reporting data for performance 
indicator targets and accomplishments. Shelley leads, manages and supervises an 
interdisciplinary staff of budget, accounting, and performance measurement professionals, 
technicians and administrative personnel.  

Shelley began her career as a Federal employee in 1981 when she worked for the Bureau of Land 
Management for two years. In her position, she worked in oil and gas leasing and handled 
mining claims. Shelley then moved to the Social Security Administration where she worked from 
1983-1984 where her duties consisted of development of new claims, and the review and 
investigation into financial records.  After this Shelley received a job at Reclamation working in 
Human Resources as a Personnel Clerk from 1984-1985. From 1986-1989, Shelley worked in 
Finance as an Accounting Technician.  She then transferred to the Budget Office where she 
worked as a Budget Analyst for approximately 10 years and has served as the Region’s Budget 
Officer for the past 10 years. Shelley became the Financial Manager for the Region in May 2010.  

Shelley received an award in 2009 for the development and presentation of financial 
management training for both Reclamation’s managers and Reclamation’s stakeholders as part of 
the Managing for Excellence effort, and has received numerous performance and star awards 
recognizing her for her dedication and efforts in public service.  

Reclamation is the largest wholesale water supplier and the second largest producer of 
hydroelectric power in the United States, with operations and facilities in the 17 Western States. 
Its facilities also provide substantial flood control, recreation, and fish and wildlife benefits. Visit 
our Web site at www.usbr.gov/gp. 
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