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C O M M E N T S 
A N D
R E S P O N S E S

This final EIS (Environmental 
Impact Statement) is made up of two 
parts.  The first part presents the comments 
received on the draft EIS and Reclamation’s 
(U.S. Bureau of Reclamation’s) responses.  
The second part is the EIS itself, revised as a 
result of comments received on the draft.

The Angostura Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement was released for review by the 
Tribes, other agencies, and the public 
January 5, 2001.  Copies were mailed to the 
Tribes, State and other Federal agencies, and 
interests and private parties on the mailing list 
(see the EIS, Chapter Five, “Distribution List” 
for more details).  The comment period ended 
April 27, 2001 (although comments received 
after this date were also accepted).

LETTERS

Comments were received by letter, during 
public hearings, and from e-mail and  
telephone messages.  

The letters—compressed to place two pages of 
the letter onto a single page of this report—are 
situated in the left-hand column of the pages to 
follow.  Reclamation’s responses to numbered 
and highlighted comments in the letters appear 
in the right-hand columns, across from the 
comment.  A total of 18 letters were received 
on the draft EIS (see “Contents” below for 
specific page numbers).

Included with the letters are the comment 
cards provided at the public hearings.  A total 
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of 35 of these cards were returned.  Most 
cards expressed an identical comment, so they 
were consolidated in this report in the interest 
of space.

HEARING COMMENTS

Comments from the five public hearings held 
in the Angostura area follow the letters section.  
A court reporter from Capital Reporting 
Service of Rapid City, South Dakota, produced 
an official record of the hearings. 

Hearings were held at these locations on these 
dates:

• Rapid City, February 13, 2001

• Hot Springs, February 14, 2001

• Pine Ridge Reservation (Kyle), 
February 15, 2001

• Cheyenne River Sioux Reservation (Eagle 
Butte), February 21, 2001

• Lower Brule Sioux Reservation (Lower 
Brule), February 22, 2001.

Dates and locations were announced in area 
newspapers before the hearings were held.  
The hearings were combined with an open 
workshop afterwards in which the public could 
question the EIS team.  Translators were 
supplied for hearings on the reservations.  At 
the Rapid City hearing, 17 people signed in, 
45 people at Hot Springs, 20 at Kyle, 9 at 
Eagle Butte, and 18 at Lower Brule. 

Record of the hearings is arranged in the 
same manner as the letters: The record with 
numbered and highlighted comments is in the 
left-hand column, Reclamation’s responses in 
the right-hand column.

E-MAIL/TELEPHONE COMMENTS

E-mail and telephone comments conclude the 
“Comments and Responses” part of the EIS.  
Twenty-four e-mail or telephone messages 
on were received.  Most of these messages 
expressed an identical comment, so they too 
were consolidated. 

E-mail and telephone messages are arranged 
like the letter and hearing comments.

CONTENTS

Names of those writing letters commenting on 
the draft EIS, their affiliation (if any), and the 
pages on which the letters appear are listed 
below.  Similar information is listed for the 
E-mail and telephone messages, also.
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Correspondent Page No.

John Yellowbird Steele 4
President
Oglala Sioux Tribe

Michael B. Jandreau 12
Chairman
Lower Brule Sioux Tribe

Lance S. Russell 15
Attorney at Law

Lyle Hartshorn 19
President
Angostura Irrigation District

John P. Guhin 20
Deputy Attorney General
Counsel for South Dakota
   Department of Environment
   and Natural Resources

John C. Kirk 26
Chief, Environmental Review
   and Management
South Dakota Department of 
   Game, Fish, and Parks

Ron Siers 28
District Conservationist
Natural Resources 
   Conservation Service
U.S. Department of Agriculture

Cynthia Cody 29
Chief, NEPA Unit
Ecosystem Protection Program
U.S. Environmental 
   Protection Agency

Jeanne Koster 31
Director
South Dakota Peace and
   Justice Center

Nancy Hilding 32
President
Prairie Hills Audubon Society

Correspondent Page No.

Gary White Thunder 35
Lakota Landowners Association

Bruce Berdanier, PhD, PE 36

Virginia Anderson 38
Robert Anderson
Charles Anderson
Unit 5&6
Angostura Irrigation District

Ches. A. d’Queed 38

Johnson Holy Rock 39

Lewis R. James 40

Nancy Hilding 40

Earl Long 41

Donald DeBoer 41

Public Hearing February 13, 2001 42
Rapid City, South Dakota

Public Hearing February 14, 2001
Hot Springs, South Dakota 48

Public Hearing February 15, 2001 67
Kyle, South Dakota

Public Hearing February 21, 2001 103
Eagle Butte, South Dakota

Public Hearing February 22, 2001 106
Lower Brule, South Dakota

Michael Madell 128
E-mail, April 9, 2001
National Park Service

Edward Star 128
E-mail, February 28, 2001

Fay Faulk 129
Telephone, February 13, 2001




