
Canyon Ferry Working Group Meeting
May 26, 2009

6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
Our Lady of the Lake Catholic Church
Present: Canyon Ferry Field Manager, Paul Backlund; Canyon Ferry Assistant Field Manager, Shawn Bryant; Broadwater County Sheriff Brenda Ludwig; 30 Members of the Public

Agenda topics consisted of:

1.  Federal Regulations

2.  Broadwater County 

3.  Future law enforcement topics

4.  Other discussion topics

Copies of the Federal regulations on Public Conduct 43CFR423 were available for those interested.  A copy of the campground rules was distributed.  The concerns of the individuals attending the meeting still centered on speed issues with respect to East and West Shore Drives and within marina areas.

A suggestion was made that Reclamation work with the marina owners, specifically Goose Bay and Kim’s, to ensure proper speed limit signs are posted in the marina areas to allow law enforcement officers to enforce those limits if necessary.  It should be noted that Broadwater County has requested several speed bumps for use in the Silos Campground. The question as to whether or not the speed bumps could ever be completely eliminated from East Shore Drive was posed.  That would be conditional upon being able to contain speeds to an acceptable limit.  A suggestion was made to purchase a speed hump. This is a bump with a longer configuration than a bump.  Reclamation will investigate the cost and perhaps install a test hump in the future.  Speed is still and issue on both drives and the focus should be on getting speed limit signs posted on the road so limits will be enforceable.

Sheriff Ludwig introduced the two deputies that were present.  She indicated that she has been spending a certain amount of time working with the public on off-road vehicle education as a method to reduce abuses to Federal land.  She also indicated that individuals should be in communication with the Sheriff’s office about any activities that may appear suspicious.  This allows them to be more proactive as situations develop.  A question was asked about road conditions and dust abatement.  She agreed to put them in touch with the County engineer and also to pass along the concerns.    

The next meeting will be held the second week of August at the same location.  Requested topics included: 

· A Reclamation Law enforcement officer and a representative from the Lewis and Clark County attorney’s office be present to hear resident’s concerns.
· A representative from the Fish Wildlife and Parks be present to speak about rules and regulations for the water surface was requested.  
· A representative from the Coast Guard Auxiliary be present to explain their role in water safety at Canyon Ferry.
· Fuel reduction (dead tree removal); possibility of tree removal in White’s Gulch near Goose Bay 
· Weed spraying activities
· Spraying of mosquitoes 

· Access issue to the waters edge.  

Several members of the audience are owners of mobile homes at Goose Bay.  They inquired about the rules which might allow them to continue occupancy; environmental/safety issues and compliance/compatibility issues.  There has been no change in Reclamation policy since the publication of the Right of Use 43CFR 429 implementation.  
A study related to the issuance of the Prospectus for operation of a Concession at Goose Bay will be made public sometime this summer. 

