Bureau of Reclamation

Canyon Ferry Working Group Meeting
April 21, 2009
6:30-8:30 PM

MACo Building

Helena, MT

Present: Sheriffs Brenda Ludwig, Broadwater County; Leo Dutton, Lewis & Clark County; Paul Backlund, Reclamation; Dolly McMaster, Joe Schendel, Pete Carparelli, Jerry Bodmer, Nancy Bodmer, Mary Montana, Vern Placzek, Mike Sedlock, Duane McCullough, and Kathy Frazier.

Discussion: Each Sheriff gave a brief statement about their activities with respect to the Canyon Ferry area talking mostly about the recreation patrols and dealing with homeowner break ins. Sheriff Ludwig discussed the challenges that faced Broadwater County which include long distances, gravel roads, dispersed activity as well as the recreation patrols in the campgrounds during the recreation season.  Both sheriffs expressed a desire to work closely with local residents concerning all law enforcement issues. The contact or dispatch numbers are:
Lewis and Clark County 447-8293

Broadwater County 266-3441

These will be posted in the campgrounds and day use areas.

The major focus and interest of the attendees was speeding on East and West Shore Drives.  Many of the previous discussion topics on being able to enforce a speed limit were covered; speed bumps still appear to be the best method of slowing traffic.  The group agreed to pursue these topics at a future meeting.
Improvements, which can be a deterrent to crime, were also covered.  The improvements include having posted speed zones, information on contacting the Sheriff if suspicious activity is observed, and an increase in cell coverage for the area.  The sheriff offered to arrange a discussion to initiate a neighborhood watch program.  Varying the patrol times and frequency would prevent folks being accustomed to the deputy showing up at a specific time.
Enforcement of boating laws on the water surface was also discussed.  That responsibility for the reservoir comes under the jurisdiction of the MT FWP.  The Jet Ski uses and regulations were a specific area of concern.  At a previous meeting the concept of a Water Surface Management Plan was introduced.

Residents from the White Earth area brought up concerns about litter, off highway vehicle use drinking/driving and dust from the road.  They presented a letter to Reclamation with their specific concerns. Another Broadwater County resident brought up concerns about private property damage with the County sheriff.

The date for the next meeting was set for Tuesday, May 26th at 6:30 PM.  We will meet at Our Lady of the Lake Catholic Church. Lewis and Clark County Sheriff agreed to bring someone from the County attorney’s office to discuss the enforcement of laws on Federal property. Reclamation will also attempt to get the Regional Law Enforcement Agent to attend.

