
HIGHLIGHTS FOR SEPTEMBER 2011 
 
DAKOTAS AREA OFFICE 
 
For September, most of North Dakota was drier and slightly warmer than normal.  North Dakota 
has been drought free for 13 months in a row. 
 
Jamestown Reservoir (Jamestown Dam) received 0.88 inches of precipitation, 51 percent of the 
1.74 inch average and also had a monthly inflow of 15,115 acre-feet (AF), 1,333 percent of the 
1,134 AF average and had its highest ever inflow on record for September and also had its 
highest ever storage on record for September. 
 
September precipitation was below average for Belle Fourche, Deerfield, Pactola, Shadehill, 
Angostura, and Keyhole Reservoirs. 
 
September inflow into Angostura Reservoir was the third lowest in 58 years of record.  
Angostura ended the month 6.6 feet below full. 
 
September EOM (End-of-Month) elevation at Belle Fourche Reservoir was the fourth highest in 
58 years of record.  September inflow was much above average.  Belle Fourche ended the month  
8 feet below full.  
 
September EOM elevation at Deerfield Reservoir was the fourth highest in 58 years of record.  
September inflow was much above average.  Deerfield ended the month .5 feet below full.  
Water year 2011 inflows were the fifth highest of record. 
 
September EOM elevation at Keyhole Reservoir was the fourth highest in 58 years of record.  
September inflow was below average.  Keyhole ended the month 2.5 feet below full.  Water year 
2011 inflows were the third highest of record. 
 
September EOM elevation and inflow at Pactola Reservoir was above average.  Pactola ended 
the month 3.2 feet below full.  Water year 2011 inflows were the fifth highest of record. 
 
September EOM elevation at Shadehill was the highest in 58 years of record.  September inflow 
was the second highest in 58 years of record.  Shadehill ended the month .04 feet above full.  
Water year 2011 inflows were the fourth highest of record. 
 
EASTERN COLORADO AREA OFFICE 
 
Inflows were above average over the Colorado-Big Thompson Project during September.  
Storage water in Lake Granby, Carter Lake, and Horsetooth Reservoir was 680,900 AF on 
September 30.  This was 104,400 AF above average and 84 percent of the total storage capacity. 
 
Fryingpan-Arkansas Project storage in Turquoise, Twin Lakes, and Pueblo Reservoirs was 
497,400 AF on September 30.  This was 1,600 AF lower than 1 year ago.   
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MONTANA AREA OFFICE 
 
September was warmer and drier than average as a strong upper level ridge of high pressure over 
the inter-mountain west dominated the weather keeping the storm track well to the north. 
 
For the month of September, inflow to Lake Elwell was the ninth lowest of record.  EOM storage 
in Lake Elwell was the highest on record.  EOM storage in Bighorn Lake was the second highest 
on record.  EOM storage in Clark Canyon was the third highest on record. 
 
NEBRASKA-KANSAS AREA OFFICE 
 
Precipitation for the calendar year is above normal at 13 of the 16 project dams, varying from 64 
percent at Cedar Bluff Dam to 142 percent at Merritt Dam. 
 
End of September storage in Bonny Reservoir is the lowest ever recorded. 
 
OKLAHOMA-TEXAS AREA OFFICE 
 
Oklahoma and Texas are experiencing exceptional drought conditions.  Precipitation was much 
below average at all reservoirs.  Inflow was much below average at most reservoirs with many 
reservoirs having zero inflow.  EOM storage was below average at all reservoirs. 
 
WYOMING AREA OFFICE 
 
September precipitation was below average in the Seminoe, Pathfinder, Glendo, and Guernsey 
watersheds.  In the Pathfinder watershed the Pathfinder weather station recorded the second 
lowest September precipitation in the last 30 years.  EOM storage was above average for all 
North Platte reservoirs except for Guernsey Reservoir. 
 
September precipitation was below average in the Bull Lake, Boysen, and Buffalo Bill 
watersheds.  In the Boysen watershed, the weather stations at Dubois and Boysen Dam reported 
the second lowest September precipitation in the past 30 years.  EOM storage was above average 
for Bull Lake, Boysen, and Buffalo Bill Reservoirs. 
 
CORPS OF ENGINEERS REPORT 
 
Runoff into the Missouri River Mainstem system was drier than expected in September, allowing 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) to reach a release rate of 40,000 cubic feet per second 
(cfs) out of Gavins Point Dam 4 days earlier than previous forecasts.   
  
Runoff above Sioux City, Iowa, was 1.4 million acre-feet (MAF) in September, 126 percent of 
normal.  The current forecast for annual runoff is 60.4 MAF, 244 percent of normal.  The 
previous record runoff was 49 MAF in 1997. 
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River levels have returned to normal throughout much of the system.  Releases from Gavins 
Point will remain at 40,000 cfs through October and November.  The Corps plans to gradually 
decrease releases out of Gavins Point Dam to a winter rate of 20,000 cfs in early December.  The 
current floodwater evacuation plan will allow the Corps to reach the base of its annual flood 
control pool by March 1. 
 
The annual flood control and multiple use zone is the desired operating zone of the reservoir 
system contains 11.6 MAF of storage and allows the Corps to operate for all of the eight 
congressionally authorized purposes:  flood control, navigation, hydropower, irrigation, water 
supply, water quality control, irrigation, recreation, and fish and wildlife.  An additional 4.7 
MAF of flood control storage is available in the exclusive flood control zone of the mainstem 
reservoirs.  Together the two zones provide 16.3 MAF of available flood storage, the same 
amount that has been available since the inception of the reservoir system. 
 
The six mainstem power plants generated 1.028 million kilowatt hours (kWh) of electricity in 
September, 115 percent of normal.  This year’s forecast for power production is projected to 
reach 11.3 billion kWh.  The long-term average is approximately 10 billion kilowatt hours.  
 


