
HIGHLIGHTS FOR OCTOBER 2011 
 
DAKOTAS AREA OFFICE 
 
For October, most of North Dakota was drier and slightly warmer than normal.  After 13 straight months 
of being drought free, North Dakota now has 13 percent of the state in a drought.  The Southwest corner 
and the far Southeast area are now abnormally dry.  Precipitation was below average at the reservoirs in 
South Dakota and Wyoming (Keyhole Reservoir). 
 
October inflow into Jamestown Reservoir (Jamestown Dam) was 8,939 acre-feet (AF), 889 percent of the 
1,006 AF average.  It was the highest inflow on record for October.  The end of month (EOM) storage 
was the fourth highest on record for October. 
 
October EOM elevation at Belle Fourche Reservoir was fourth highest in 60 years of record. 
  
October EOM elevation at Deerfield Reservoir was fourth highest in 59 years of record. 
 
October EOM elevation at Keyhole Reservoir was fourth highest in 59 years of record. 
 
EASTERN COLORADO AREA OFFICE 
 
October precipitation and inflows were above average over the Colorado-Big Thompson Project (Project).  
Project EOM storage in Lake Granby, Carter Lake, and Horsetooth Reservoir was 641,200 AF which was 
76,000 AF above average and 79 percent of the total available storage capacity.   
 
October precipitation was above average for the Fryingpan-Arkansas Project.  The EOM storage in the 
four reservoirs was 479,800 AF which was 5,200 AF lower than 1 year ago.   
 
MONTANA AREA OFFICE 
 
October was warmer and drier than average.  EOM storage in Bighorn Lake was the fourth highest on 
record and EOM storage in Lake Elwell was the highest on record. 
 
NEBRASKA-KANSAS AREA OFFICE 
 
October precipitation was the second greatest ever recorded for the month at Norton Dam and the 
computed the inflow was the greatest since 1965. 
 
Bonny Reservoir is at an historic low level as releases continue to be made for compact compliance.  
EOM storage in Box Butte Reservoir is the highest for October since 1958. 
 
OKLAHOMA-TEXAS AREA OFFICE 
 
October inflow was well below average for all reservoirs as the exceptional drought continues in 
Oklahoma and Texas.  EOM storage was below average for all reservoirs. 
 
WYOMING AREA OFFICE 
 
October precipitation was above average in the Seminoe, Pathfinder, and Glendo watersheds.  
Precipitation at the Saratoga weather station, in the Seminoe watershed was estimated. 
October outflow was below average for all reservoirs on the North Platte in Wyoming.  EOM storage was 
above average for all North Platte reservoirs except for Gray Reef and Guernsey Reservoirs. 
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October precipitation was above average in the Bull Lake, Boysen, and Buffalo Bill watersheds.  Two 
stations, Boysen Dam in the Boysen watershed and Buffalo Bill Dam in the Buffalo Bill drainage, 
reported the second highest October precipitation in the past 30 years.  EOM storage was above average 
at all basin reservoirs.   
 
CORPS OF ENGINEERS REPORT 
 
The Missouri River Basin saw a slightly wetter than normal October as the Corps continued to evacuate 
floodwaters stored in the reservoir system.  The updated runoff forecast projects a 2011 calendar year 
runoff of 60.8 million acre-feet (MAF) for the Missouri River Basin above Sioux City, Iowa.  The 
previous record of 49 MAF was reached in 1997.  Total system storage peaked at 72.8 MAF on July 1, 
2011, making it the highest peak storage number on record in the basin’s history.  The previous storage 
record was 72.1 MAF in 1975. 
 
River levels have returned to normal throughout much of the basin. 
 
The six mainstem power plants generated 882 million kilowatt hours (kWh) of electricity in October, 109 
percent of normal. 
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