
 

HIGHLIGHTS FOR NOVEMBER 2011 
 
DAKOTAS AREA OFFICE 
 
For November, most of North Dakota was drier and warmer than normal.  North Dakota now has 43 
percent of the state in a drought, with 3 percent in moderate drought and with 40 percent in abnormally 
dry conditions.  This drought has now reached the south one-third of the state and most of the eastern 
third. 
 
Edward Arthur Patterson Reservoir (Dickinson Dam) received 0.06 inches of precipitation, 11 percent of 
the 0.54 inch average and had a monthly inflow of 218 acre-feet, (AF) 158 percent of the 138 AF average. 
 
Lake Tschida Reservoir (Heart Butte Dam) received 0.02 inches of precipitation, 3 percent of the 0.72 
inch average and had a monthly inflow of 1,940 AF, 167 percent of the 1,162 AF average. 
 
Jamestown Reservoir (Jamestown Dam) received 0.08 inches of precipitation, 13 percent of the 0.63 inch 
average and had a monthly inflow of 14,717 AF, 1,991 percent of the 739 AF average which is the 
highest ever inflow on record for November. 
 
In South Dakota and Wyoming, November precipitation was below average for Angostura, Belle 
Fourche, Keyhole, and Shadehill Reservoirs.  Deerfield and Pactola Reservoirs had above average 
precipitation for the month of November. 
 
November end-of-month (EOM) elevation at Deerfield Reservoir was third highest in 59 years of record.  
November EOM elevation at Keyhole Reservoir was fourth highest in 59 years of record.  November 
inflow into Pactola Reservoir was fifth highest in 55 years of record. 
 
EASTERN COLORADO AREA OFFICE 
 
November precipitation and inflows varied over the Colorado-Big Thompson Project (Project).  Project 
EOM storage in Lake Granby, Carter Lake, and Horsetooth Reservoir was 642,500 AF which was 77,100 
AF above average and 79 percent of the total available storage capacity.   
 
November precipitation was below average for the Fryingpan-Arkansas Project.  The EOM storage in the 
four reservoirs was 474,800 AF which was 4,600 AF lower than 1 year ago.   
 
MONTANA AREA OFFICE 
 
Inflows for the month of November ranged from 66 percent of normal at Sherburne to 186 percent of 
normal at Fresno.  For the month of November, inflow into Clark Canyon was the eighth highest of 
record and inflow into Fresno was the twelfth highest on record. 
 
EOM storage ranged from 48 percent of normal at Gibson Reservoir to 176 percent of normal at Lake 
Sherburne.  November EOM storage in Fresno was the tenth highest on record; end of November storage 
in Bighorn Lake was the sixth highest on record; and end of November storage in both Clark Canyon and 
Lake Elwell was the fourth highest on record. 
 
NEBRASKA-KANSAS AREA OFFICE 
 
Precipitation for the calendar year is above normal at 14 of the 16 project dams in Nebraska and Kansas, 
varying from 66 percent at Cedar Bluff Dam to 141 percent at Norton Dam.  Hugh Butler Lake continues 
to be maintained at historic low levels to reduce risk related to the embankment cracking discovered at 
Red Willow Dam in October of 2009.  Bonny Reservoir is at an historic low level as releases continue to 
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be made for compact compliance.  November EOM storage in Box Butte Reservoir is the highest for the 
month since 1958. 
 
OKLAHOMA-TEXAS AREA OFFICE 
 
Extreme to exceptional drought conditions continue in Oklahoma and Texas.  November EOM storage 
was below average for all reservoirs. 
 
WYOMING AREA OFFICE 
 
November precipitation was above average in all North Platte watersheds.  In the Pathfinder and Glendo 
watersheds, the Pathfinder weather station recorded the second highest November precipitation in 111 
years of record.  In the Guernsey watershed the Glendo weather station recorded the second highest 
November precipitation in the last 30 years.  November EOM storage was above average for all North 
Platte reservoirs except for Gray Reef Reservoir. 
 
November precipitation was above average in the Buffalo Bill drainage.  The weather station at Buffalo 
Bill Dam recorded the highest November precipitation since 1960.  November EOM storage was above 
average at all basin reservoirs.   
 
CORPS OF ENGINEERS REPORT 
 
At the height of the Flood of 2011, 16 million acre-feet (MAF) of flood water was stored in the Missouri 
River Mainstem system.  Since storage peaked on July 1, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) has 
evacuated 15.4 MAF of floodwater and is on track to discharge the remainder by the start of the 2012 
runoff season. 
 
Initial plans were to reduce releases to 20,000 cubic feet per second (cfs) out of Gavins Point Dam 
beginning December 1.  In an attempt to increase the amount of flood control storage going into next 
year’s runoff season, the Corps will maintain a release of 40,000 cfs out of the reservoir through 
December 7. 
 
In contrast to last year, precipitation has been below normal over most of the Missouri River Basin this 
fall.  However, it is too early to tell what will materialize during the winter and spring.  Very little snow 
has accumulated on the northern plains to date. 
 
Runoff into the system above Sioux City, Iowa was 120 percent of normal with inflows of 1.3 MAF 
during the month of November.  Normal inflows during the month of November usually total about 1.05 
MAF.  The Corps evacuated 1.5 MAF of stored floodwater in November. 
 
The six mainstem power plants generated 997 million kilowatt hours (kWh) of electricity in November.  
By the end of the calendar year, power production is projected to reach 11.1 billion kilowatt hours.  The 
long-term average is approximately 10 billion kilowatt hours. 
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