
    

HIGHLIGHTS FOR THE MONTH 
 
DAKOTAS AREA OFFICE 
 
End-of-month storage at E.A. Patterson Lake was the tenth highest storage content on record for the 
month of May. 
 
The monthly inflow into Jamestown Reservoir was 34,663 AF, 520 percent of average and the fourth 
highest inflow on record for the month of May.  End-of-month content was the highest storage content on 
record for the month of May. 
 
EASTERN COLORADO AREA OFFICE 
 
The Lake Granby storage of 384,100 AF on May 31, 2009, was 12,000 AF above average and 45,600 AF 
higher than 1 year ago.  Colorado-Big Thompson Project storage water in Lake Granby, Carter Lake, and 
Horsetooth Reservoir was 619,700 AF on May 31, 2009, 13,900 AF above average and 77 percent of the 
total available storage capacity. 
 
Total water storage in the Fryingpan-Arkansas Project at the end of May 2009 was 508,800 AF and 
68,300 AF lower than 1 year ago. 
 
MONTANA AREA OFFICE 
 
Inflows to Canyon Ferry Reservoir in the month of May were the fourteenth highest and inflows to Lake 
Sherburne were the twelfth lowest on record. 
 
End of May storage in Lake Elwell was the eleventh highest on record; end of May storage in Bighorn 
Lake was the fourteenth highest on record; and the end of May storage in Fresno Reservoir was the 
sixteenth highest on record. 
 
NEBRASKA-KANSAS AREA OFFICE 
 
Lovewell Dam recorded the lowest precipitation total ever for the month of May. 
 
The end of May storage was the third lowest ever recorded for the month at Bonny Reservoir.  Storage in 
Box Butte Reservoir was the fourth lowest ever recorded for the end of May. 
 
WYOMING AREA OFFICE 
 
Bighorn River Basin 
 
Nothing significant to report this month. 
 
North Platte River Basin 
 
May precipitation varied at record amounts across the river basin.  The Saratoga weather station recorded 
the third highest May precipitation in the last 30 years.  The Casper weather station recorded the second 
lowest May precipitation in the last 30 years.  The Glenrock weather station recorded the third lowest 
May precipitation in the last 30 years.  The Guernsey weather station recorded the second lowest May 
precipitation since 1945.  The Glendo weather station recorded the fourth lowest May precipitation  
since 1958. 
 
 
 



    

OKLAHOMA-TEXAS AREA OFFICE 
 
Nothing significant to report this month. 
 
CORPS OF ENGINEERS REPORT 
 
Storage in the Missouri River main-stem reservoirs continues to increase.  Storage is only 1.5 million 
acre-feet (MAF) less than average for this time of the year. 
 
The runoff from melting snow and ice put 1.6 MAF of water into the reservoirs in May.  The levels of the 
big reservoirs of Oahe, Garrison, and Fort Peck have risen 10 feet, 7 feet, and 5.5 feet respectively in the 
last 2 months. 
 
The current forecast for runoff is 31.1 MAF, 125 percent of normal.  Storage in the system of reservoirs 
ended the month at 54.8 MAF and is forecast to peak at 56.5 MAF in June.  The last time the system was 
at this storage level was in 2000. 
 
Oahe Reservoir climbed just over 1 foot in May, ending at elevation 1613.6 feet Mean Sea Level (MSL).  
The reservoir is currently 6 feet into the flood control pool and is presently 28.9 feet higher than at this 
time last year. 
 
Garrison Reservoir rose 3 feet in May, ending at elevation 2217.7 feet MSL.  The pool elevation at 
Garrison Reservoir is presently 22.8 feet higher than at this time last year.   
 
Fort Peck Reservoir rose 3.5 feet in May.  Fort Peck Reservoirôs pool elevation is 17.4 feet higher than at 
this time last year. 
 
The six main stem power plants generated 500 million kilowatt hours (kWh) of electricity in May, only 
63 percent of normal because of lower pool levels and reduced releases from the dams.  Total energy 
production for 2009 is forecasted to be 7 billion kWh, compared to the average annual generation of  
10 billion kWh. 
 




