
 

HIGHLIGHTS FOR MAY 2012 
 
DAKOTAS AREA OFFICE 
 
For most of North Dakota, May was slightly cooler and drier than normal.  Drought conditions in North 
Dakota are continuing to slowly turn to the better.  North Dakota now has 66 percent of the state with 
normal conditions and 34 percent of the state in a drought (19 percent with abnormally dry drought 
conditions and 15 percent with moderate conditions).  
 
May end-of-month (EOM) elevation at Keyhole Reservoir was second highest in 59 years of record.  May 
inflow was much below average.  Releases were shut off on May 16, 2012.  Keyhole ended the month 0.9 
feet from full.  
 
EASTERN COLORADO AREA OFFICE 
 
May precipitation and inflows were much below average over the Colorado-Big Thompson Project 
(CBT).  CBT EOM storage in Lake Granby, Carter Lake, and Horsetooth Reservoir was 645,700 acre-feet 
(AF) which was 39,900 AF above average and 80 percent of the total available storage capacity. 
  
May precipitation and inflows were well below average over the Fryingpan-Arkansas Project.  The EOM 
storage in the four reservoirs was 491,200 AF which was 67,100 AF higher than 1 year ago.   
 
MONTANA AREA OFFICE 
 
Mountain snowmelt during May was near normal for the majority of the month with the exceptions at the 
beginning and the end.  A cold spell with some snowfall at the beginning of the month helped sustain 
snowpack levels in most river basins across the state.  A storm at the end of May deposited as much as 
three inches of snow water equivalent in some areas. 
 
East of the Continental divide, May mountain and valley precipitation was 95 percent of average and 49 
percent of last year.  Inflows for the month of May ranged from 46 percent of average at Clark Canyon to 
140 percent of average at Fresno.  For the month of May, inflow to Bighorn Lake was the thirteenth 
lowest on record. 
 
Storage content ranged from 92 percent of normal at Clark Canyon to 173 percent of normal at Sherburne. 
May EOM storage in Canyon Ferry was the tenth highest; May EOM in Fresno was the sixth highest; and 
May EOM storage in Sherburne was the sixth highest end of May ever recorded. 
 
NEBRASKA-KANSAS AREA OFFICE 
 
Precipitation for the calendar year is below normal at 13 of the 16 project dams, varying from 61 percent 
at Norton Dam to 136 percent near Davis Creek Dam.  May precipitation ranked in the lowest five ever 
recorded at most project dams.  Precipitation recorded at Kirwin Dam was the lowest ever for the month.  
Norton, Lovewell, Webster, Glen Elder, and Box Butte Dams all recorded the second lowest May 
precipitation at the respective dams. 
 
May computed inflows reflected the lack of rainfall with several reservoirs receiving inflows that ranked 
within the five lowest of all time. 
 
Hugh Butler Lake continues to be maintained at historic low levels to reduce risk related to the 
embankment cracking discovered at Red Willow Dam in late 2009.  Bonny Reservoir was essentially 
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emptied during the month.  Releases from Bonny Dam had been made since last September for compact 
compliance as ordered by the State of Colorado.  The reservoir was dry at the end of the month. 
   
OKLAHOMA-TEXAS AREA OFFICE 
 
May precipitation was much below average at most facilities except for Twin Buttes and Nasworthy.  
May inflow was below average at all reservoirs except for Choke Canyon and Twin Buttes.  EOM storage 
is below average at all reservoirs. 
 
WYOMING AREA OFFICE 
 
May precipitation was below average in all North Platte watersheds.  In the Guernsey watershed the 
Glendo weather station recorded the second lowest May precipitation in the last 30 years.  May inflow 
was much below average for all major North Platte River Reservoirs.  The EOM storage for the North 
Platte system was above average. 
 
May precipitation was above average in the Buffalo Bill watershed.  The Tower Falls weather station in 
the Buffalo Bill watershed recorded the third highest May precipitation in the past 30 years.  May inflow 
was below average at all Bighorn Basin reservoirs.  May EOM storage was above average at all Bighorn 
Basin reservoirs. 
 
CORPS OF ENGINEERS REPORT 
 
The Missouri River Basin experienced near normal runoff in May, bringing in 3.3 million acre-feet 
(MAF) of runoff, compared to the long term average of 3.2 MAF.  The calendar year forecast for the 
basin above Sioux City, Iowa remains below normal at 22.2 million acre-feet, 89 percent of normal.   
 
As of May 31, snowpack was 87 percent of normal and above Fort Peck and 70 percent of normal in the 
Fort Peck to Garrison reach.  With plenty of empty space available in the reservoir system, releases can be 
adjusted if heavy rains fall between or below the reservoirs.  This is the typical manner in which the 
reservoir system provides flood risk reduction.  On June 1, system storage was 57 MAF, up 0.3 MAF 
since May 1.  At this level, 16.1 of the 16.3 MAF of flood control storage space remains available.  
 
The six mainstem power plants generated 845 million kilowatt hours (kWh) of electricity in May.  
Typical power generation for the month of May is 928 million kWh.  The power plants are projected to 
generate 9.7 billion kWh hours during calendar year 2012, which is just below the long-term average of 
10.0 billion kWh. 
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