
    
 

HIGHLIGHTS FOR THE MONTH 
 
DAKOTAS AREA OFFICE 
 
March end-of-month storage at Belle Fourche Reservoir was the second highest in 57 years on record.   
 
March end-of-month elevation and inflows at Shadehill Reservoir were the highest in 57 years on record.  
Shadehill Reservoir finished the month 7.1 feet above the conservation pool. 
 
The monthly inflow into Lake Tschida was 115,870 acre-feet (AF), 413 percent of average.  It was the 
fourth highest inflow on record for March.  End-of-month storage content at Lake Tschida was the fifth 
lowest for the month of March. 
 
The monthly inflow into E. A. Patterson Lake was 21,249 AF, 311 percent of average and the sixth 
highest inflow on record for the month of March. 
 
The monthly inflow into Jamestown Reservoir was 13,560 AF, 225 percent of average and the seventh 
highest inflow on record for March.  End-of-month content was the eighth highest storage content on 
record for the month of March. 
 
EASTERN COLORADO AREA OFFICE 
 
The Lake Granby storage of 283,300 AF on March 31, 2009, was 49,600 AF below average and 3,400 AF 
lower than 1 year ago.  Colorado-Big Thompson Project storage water in Lake Granby, Carter Lake, and 
Horsetooth Reservoir was 493,800 AF on March 31, 2009, 69,000 AF below average and 61 percent of 
the total available storage capacity. 
 
Total water storage in the Fryingpan-Arkansas Project at the end of March 2009 was 469,900 AF and 
4,800 AF lower than 1 year ago. 
 
MONTANA AREA OFFICE 
 
For the month of March, inflow to Lake Sherburne was the seventh lowest on record.  March inflows into 
Clark Canyon Reservoir were the eleventh lowest on record. 
 
End of March storage in Lake Elwell was the eleventh highest on record.  Storage in Lake Sherburne for 
the end of March was the fourth highest on record.  End of March storage in Bighorn Lake was the 
highest storage on record. 
 
NEBRASKA-KANSAS AREA OFFICE 
 
March precipitation recorded at most of the dams located in the Kansas River Basin was near or at record 
lows for the month. 
 
March computed inflows at reservoirs in the Upper Republican River Basin along with Cedar Bluff and 
Box Butte Reservoirs continued at near record lows for the month. 
 
 
 



    
 
Storage in Bonny and Box Butte Reservoirs were the second lowest ever recorded end of March storage 
on record. 
 
WYOMING AREA OFFICE 
 
Bighorn River Basin 
 
Nothing significant to report this month. 
 
North Platte River Basin 
 
The Kendrick ownership at the end of March was the fifth lowest in the last 30 years. 
 
OKLAHOMA-TEXAS AREA OFFICE 
 
Nothing significant to report this month. 
 
CORPS OF ENGINEERS REPORT 
 
High water throughout the Missouri River Basin in March forced the elimination of the downstream pulse 
of water for the pallid sturgeon and historic low releases from Garrison Dam to ease the flooding in 
Bismarck, North Dakota. 
 
On March 22, an ice jam formed on the Missouri River below Bismarck, North Dakota.  This caused 
flooding in the southern part of Bismarck and Mandan.  Releases from Garrison Dam were actually shut 
off from the afternoon of March 24 to the evening of March 26.  This was the longest that releases have 
been held to zero since the dam was constructed. 
 
The mountain snowpack is about 107 percent of normal for this time of the year.  Usually around  
96 percent of the mountain snowpack is in place by the first of April.  The current forecast for runoff  
at 28 million acre-feet (MAF), 113 percent of normal.  Storage in the system of reservoirs increased  
3.4 MAF in March, ending the month at 48.9 MAF. 
 
Oahe Reservoir climbed 7.6 feet in March.  The pool elevation at Oahe Reservoir is presently 20.5 feet 
higher than at this time last year.  Garrison Reservoir rose nearly 3 feet in March.  The pool elevation at 
Garrison Reservoir is presently 19 feet higher than at this time last year.  Fort Peck Reservoir rose almost 
1.6 feet in March.  Fort Peck Reservoir’s pool elevation is 12.9 feet higher than at this time last year. 
 
The six main stem power plants generated 384 million kilowatt hours (kWh) of electricity in March, only 
69 percent of normal because of lower pool levels and reduced releases from the dams.  Total energy 
production for 2009 is forecasted to be 6.9 billion kWh, compared to the average annual generation of 
10 billion kWh. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 




