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HIGHLIGHTS FOR JUNE 2012 
 
DAKOTAS AREA OFFICE 
 
For most of North Dakota, June was warmer and drier than normal.  Drought conditions in North Dakota 
are slowly turning to the worst.  North Dakota now has 49 percent of the state with normal conditions and 
51 percent of the state in a drought (32 percent with abnormally dry drought conditions and 19 percent 
with moderate conditions). 
 
June precipitation and inflow was below average for all reservoirs in North and South Dakota. 
 
June end of month (EOM) elevation at Keyhole Reservoir was third highest in 59 years of record.  June 
inflow was the lowest on record.  Keyhole ended the month 1.5 feet below full. 
 
June EOM elevation at Shadehill Reservoir was below average.  June inflow was fourth lowest on record.  
Shadehill ended the month 7.8 feet below full. 
 
EASTERN COLORADO AREA OFFICE 
 
June precipitation and inflows were much below average over the Colorado-Big Thompson Project 
(CBT).  CBT EOM storage in Lake Granby, Carter Lake, and Horsetooth Reservoir was 612,100 acre-feet 
(AF) which was 73,500 AF below average and 76 percent of the total available storage capacity. 
 
June precipitation and inflows were well below average over the Fryingpan-Arkansas Project.  The EOM 
storage in the four reservoirs was 479,100 AF which was 57,500 AF lower than 1 year ago.   
 
MONTANA AREA OFFICE 
 
June was slightly warmer and drier than normal as a persistent upper level trough of low pressure over the 
Pacific Northwest helped focus showers and thunderstorms west of the continental divide.  Inflows for the 
month of June ranged from 37 percent of average at Clark Canyon to 136 percent of average at 
Sherburne.  For the month of June, inflow to Sherburne was the tenth highest on record and inflow to 
Bighorn Reservoir was the twelfth lowest on record. 
 
June EOM storage content ranged from 77 percent of average at Clark Canyon to 155 percent of normal 
at Fresno Reservoir.  June EOM storage in Fresno Reservoir was the seventh highest on record. 
 
NEBRASKA-KANSAS AREA OFFICE 
 
Precipitation for the calendar year is below normal at 15 of the 16 project dams, varying from 53 percent 
at Norton Dam to 103 percent at Harlan County Dam.  June precipitation ranked in the lowest three on 
record for the month at Lovewell, Kirwin, Cedar Bluff, Virginia Smith and Davis Creek Dams. 
 
Computed inflow was the lowest ever recorded for the month at Bonny and Enders Reservoirs and the 
third lowest at Harlan County and Cedar Bluff Reservoirs since dam construction. 
 
End of June storage was the lowest ever recorded for the month at Hugh Butler and Harry Strunk Lakes, 
and Merritt, Calamus, Davis Creek and Bonny Reservoirs. 
 
Hugh Butler Lake continues to be maintained at historic low levels to reduce risks related to embankment 
cracking.  Repairs are scheduled for completion in 2013.  Bonny Reservoir has been drained as ordered 
by the state of Colorado for compact compliance. 
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OKLAHOMA-TEXAS AREA OFFICE 
 
June precipitation was below average at all facilities.  June inflow was much below average at all 
reservoirs.  June EOM storage is below average at all reservoirs. 
 
WYOMING AREA OFFICE 
 
June precipitation was below average in all North Platte watersheds.  In the Seminoe watershed the 
Saratoga weather station recorded the lowest June precipitation in the last 30 years.  June inflow was 
much below average for all major North Platte River Reservoirs.  The EOM storage for the North Platte 
system was slightly below average. 
 
June precipitation was well below average in the Bull Lake and Boysen watersheds.  The Boysen Dam, 
Burris, Diversion Dam, and Riverton weather stations in the Boysen drainage received no precipitation 
during June and the weather station at Dubois reported the third lowest June precipitation in 52 years of 
record.  In the Buffalo Bill watershed, the weather station at Buffalo Bill Dam recorded the lowest 
precipitation for June in the past 60 years.  June inflow was below average at all Bighorn Basin reservoirs.  
June EOM storage was above average at all Bighorn Basin reservoirs except Boysen Reservoir. 
 
CORPS OF ENGINEERS REPORT 
 
Warmer and drier than normal conditions in the Upper Missouri River Basin are reflected in the July 
runoff forecast, which indicates below normal runoff for the remainder of 2012.  The current calendar 
year forecast is 21.4 million AF (87 percent of normal) above Sioux City, Iowa. 
 
"The total volume of water stored in the Missouri River Mainstem Reservoir System on July 1 was 57.6 
million AF, which means there is enough water to provide good service to all eight of the system’s 
Congressionally-authorized purposes," said Jody Farhat, Chief of the Missouri River Water Management 
Division with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 
 
The six mainstem power plants generated 950 million kilowatt hours (kWh) of electricity in June.  
Typical power generation for the month of June is 840 million kWh.  The power plants are projected to 
generate 9.8 billion kWh hours during calendar year 2012, which is just below the long-term average of 
10.0 billion kWh. 


