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HIGHLIGHTS FOR JULY 2012 
 
DAKOTAS AREA OFFICE 
 
For most of North Dakota, July was warmer and drier than normal.  Drought conditions in North Dakota 
are still turning to the worst.  North Dakota now has 13 percent of the state with normal conditions and 87 
percent of the state in a drought. 
 
July end-of-month (EOM) elevation at Keyhole Reservoir was third highest in 59 years of record.  July 
inflow was the lowest on record.  Keyhole ended the month 2.6 feet below full. 
 
EASTERN COLORADO AREA OFFICE 
 
July precipitation was above average over the Colorado-Big Thompson Project (CBT) but inflows were 
below average.  CBT EOM storage in Lake Granby, Carter Lake, and Horsetooth Reservoir was 554,300 
acre-feet (AF) which was 101,000 AF below average and 69 percent of the total available storage 
capacity. 
 
July inflows were well below average over the Fryingpan-Arkansas Project.  The EOM storage in the four 
reservoirs was 449,000 AF which was 117,400 AF lower than 1 year ago.   
 
MONTANA AREA OFFICE 
 
Temperatures were well above average in July.  For the month of July, inflow to Bighorn Lake was the 
tenth lowest on record and inflow to Sherburne was the eighth highest on record.  July EOM storage 
ranged from 66 percent of normal at Clark Canyon to 154 percent of normal at Fresno Reservoir.   
 
NEBRASKA-KANSAS AREA OFFICE 
 
Precipitation for the calendar year is below normal at all of the 16 project dams, varying from 50 percent 
at Kirwin Dam to 94 percent at Harlan County Dam.  July precipitation at Virginia Smith and Davis 
Creek Dams was the lowest ever recorded for the month at the respective sites. 
 
Harlan County Lake recorded the fourth lowest July inflow on record.  End of July storage was the lowest 
ever recorded at Lovewell, Merritt, Calamus and Davis Creek Reservoirs. 
  
OKLAHOMA-TEXAS AREA OFFICE 
 
July precipitation was well below average at all facilities in Kansas and Oklahoma.  July inflow was much 
below average at all reservoirs.  July EOM storage is below average at all reservoirs. 
 
WYOMING AREA OFFICE 
 
July precipitation was above average in the Seminoe watershed.  In the Seminoe watershed the Walden 
weather station recorded the third highest July precipitation in the last 30 years.  In the Glendo watershed 
the Glenrock weather station recorded the second lowest July precipitation in the last 30 years.  July 
inflow was much below average for all major North Platte River Reservoirs.  The EOM storage for the 
North Platte system was below average. 
 
July precipitation was below average in the Bull Lake, Boysen, and Buffalo Bill Watersheds.  The Lander 
weather station in the Boysen drainage reported the third lowest July precipitation in the past 30 years.  
July inflow was below average at all Bighorn Basin reservoirs. 
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CORPS OF ENGINEERS REPORT 
 
The below normal runoff forecast trend continues for the Missouri River Basin as conditions remain drier 
and warmer than normal.  In its August forecast, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers projects the 2012 
annual runoff to total 21 million AF above Sioux City, Iowa (85 percent of normal). 
 
The total volume of water stored in the Missouri River Mainstem Reservoir System on August 1 was 56.4 
million acre-feet (MAF), down 1.2 MAF from the previous month. 
 
During July, system storage entered the carryover-multiple use zone.  The carryover-multiple use zone is 
designed to store enough water to serve the authorized purposes during drier than normal runoff years. 
 
To continue to support downstream navigation flows on the Missouri River, the Corps has been gradually 
increasing releases out of Gavins Point Dam.  Releases are currently 37,000 cfs and are forecast to reach 
38,000 cfs by August 10. 
 
The six mainstem power plants generated 1,062 million kilowatt hours (kWh) of electricity in July.  
Typical power generation for the month of July is 1,023 million kWh.  The power plants are projected to 
generate a near normal amount of 10 billion kWh hours during calendar year 2012. 


