HIGHLIGHTS FOR JANUARY 2012

DAKOTAS AREA OFFICE

For January, most of North Dakota was drier and warmer than normal. North Dakota now has 100
percent of the state in a drought, with 15 percent in moderate drought and with 85 percent in abnormally
dry conditions. The National Weather Service (NWS) reported that Bismarck was the 9" warmest
January on record and that multiple record highs were recorded during January.

Jamestown Reservoir (Jamestown Dam) received 0.10 inches of precipitation, only 22 percent of the 0.45
inch average but had a monthly inflow of 2,033 acre-feet (AF), 1,463 percent of the 139 acre-feet
average. It was the 2" highest inflow on record for January.

January inflow for Deerfield Reservoir was the 5™ highest in 58 years of record. January end-of-month
(EOM) elevation at Keyhole Reservoir was 4™ highest in 59 years of record. January inflow for Pactola
Reservoir was 5™ highest in 56 years of record.

EASTERN COLORADO AREA OFFICE

January precipitation and inflows varied over the Colorado-Big Thompson Project (CBT). Precipitation
was less than 50 percent of average for most of the CBT except precipitation in the Green Mountain
Reservoir watershed was 102 percent of average.

January precipitation and inflows varied over the Fryingpan-Arkansas Project. The EOM storage in the
four reservoirs was 420,800 AF which was 16,200 AF higher than 1 year ago.

MONTANA AREA OFFICE

Across the majority of the state, January yielded the most precipitation since October due in large part to
storms during the latter part of the month. January started off warm and dry until an upper level trough
materialized and brought more seasonable precipitation and temperatures to the state. The trough
dissolved before the end of January and helped to increase snowpack most specifically in the northern and
central thirds of the state. State-wide mountain snow water content was 90 percent of average and 80
percent of last year. East of the Continental Divide snowpack was 90 percent of average and 81 percent
of last year.

Inflows for January were below normal to much above normal at Reclamation reservoirs in Montana east
of the Continental Divide. Inflows for the month of January ranged from 68 percent of average at Gibson
to 538 percent of normal at Fresno. For the month of January, inflow to both Clark Canyon and Canyon
Ferry was the 10™ highest on record and inflow to Fresno was the 6™ highest on record.

Storage in Reclamation reservoirs ranged from much below average to much above average for the end of
January. Storage content ranged from 46 percent of average at Gibson to 168 percent of average at
Fresno. January EOM storage in Clark Canyon was the 4™ highest on record and EOM storage in Lake
Elwell was the 5™ highest on record.

NEBRASKA-KANSAS AREA OFFICE

Hugh Butler Lake continues to be maintained at historic low levels to reduce risk related to the
embankment cracking discovered at Red Willow Dam in October of 2009. Bonny Reservoir is at an
historic low level as releases continue to be made for compact compliance as ordered by the State of
Colorado.



Mirage Flats, Frenchman Valley, H&RW, Frenchman-Cambridge and Almena Irrigation Districts are
expected to receive a limited supply of water this season.

OKLAHOMA-TEXAS AREA OFFICE

Extreme to exceptional drought conditions continue in Oklahoma and Texas. December inflow was much
below average at all reservoirs except Cheney Reservoir and McGee Creek Reservoir. January EOM
storage was below average for all reservoirs except for McGee Creek Reservoir was at 114 percent of
average.

WYOMING AREA OFFICE

January precipitation was above average in the Pathfinder and Glendo watersheds. In the Pathfinder and
Glendo watersheds, the Pathfinder weather station recorded the 3™ highest January precipitation in the last
30 years. January EOM storage was above average for all North Platte reservoirs except Gray Reef
Reservoir.

January precipitation was above average in the Buffalo Bill watershed, with the weather station at Buffalo
Bill Dam recording the 2™ highest January precipitation in the past 30 years. In the Boysen watershed,
the weather station at Burris received no precipitation during January. Inflow was above average at
Boysen and Buffalo Bill Reservoirs. January EOM storage was above average for all basin reservoirs
except Pilot Butte.

CORPS OF ENGINEERS REPORT

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ flexible approach to water releases out of the Missouri River
Mainstem Reservoir System during December and January has created an additional 500,000 AF of flood
control storage available for the 2012 runoff season.

The total volume of water stored in the reservoir system currently sits at 56.3 million acre-feet (MAF),
500,000 AF below the base of the annual flood control zone. If temperatures are seasonal during the
month of February, the Corps expects to evacuate an additional 100,000 AF of water; however, warmer
than normal temperatures will bring an early start to the runoff season and reservoirs could begin to rise
during the month.

Warmer than normal temperatures throughout the basin in the first half of January inhibited ice formation
and allowed the rivers to flow freely resulting in above average runoff. Runoff into the system during
January totaled 0.98 MAF, 131 percent of normal above Sioux City, lowa. Mid-month, the first major
blast of arctic weather moved into the basin causing many rivers to freeze over, temporarily reducing
inflows to the reservoir system. This typically occurs during December, but was delayed this year due to
the unseasonably warm temperatures. The water lost to river ice formation during the winter shows up in
the spring as inflow when the ice melts.

Throughout the month of January, the Corps maintained releases from Gavins Point Dam at 22,000 cfs,
about 5,000 cfs higher than typical winter release rates. Warmer temperatures and the lack of river ice
below the reservoir system created favorable conditions for maintaining releases to increase the amount of
flood control storage in the system. Releases will be held at 22,000 cfs through the end of February
barring ice-related concerns.

Traditionally, 61 percent of the peak mountain snowpack accumulation has occurred by Feb. 1. Mountain
snowpack above Fort Peck is currently below normal at 87 percent of average. In the reach between Fort
Peck and Garrison, mountain snowpack is tracking at 96 percent of average.
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In contrast to last year, precipitation has remained below normal over most of the basin during the first
half of winter. This, along with the warmer-than-normal temperatures, has resulted in a minimal amount
of plains snow accumulation on the northern plains.

The runoff for the 2012 calendar year is currently forecast to total 25.6 MAF, just above normal,
historical runoff of 24.8 MAF. Runoff for the 2011 calendar year totaled 61.2 MAF, 247 percent of
normal and the highest amount in the Corps’ 114 years of detailed record keeping.

The six mainstem power plants generated 844 million kilowatt hours (kWh) of electricity in January, 119
percent of average. The power plants are projected to generate 9.9 billion kilowatt hours during calendar
year 2012. The long-term average is approximately 10 billion kilowatt hours.



