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HIGHLIGHTS FOR FEBRUARY 2012 
 
DAKOTAS AREA OFFICE 
 
For February, most of North Dakota was warmer than normal and fairly drier.  The last week and a half of 
the month was a fairly active period where most of the snowfall for the month occurred.  Precipitation and 
snowfall was slightly below normal.  North Dakota now has 100 percent of the state in a drought for the 
second month in a row, with 9 percent in moderate drought and with 91 percent in abnormally dry 
conditions. 
 
Edward Arthur Patterson Reservoir (Dickinson Dam) had a monthly inflow of 205 acre-feet (AF), 20 
percent of the 1,031 AF average for February. 
 
Jamestown Reservoir (Jamestown Dam) had a monthly inflow of 1,780 AF, 781 percent of its 228 AF 
average which was the 2nd highest inflow on record for February. 
 
February precipitation was above average for Angostura, Belle Fourche, Deerfield, Keyhole, Pactola and 
Shadehill Reservoir.  
 
February end-of-month (EOM) elevation at Keyhole Reservoir was 3rd highest in 59 years of record.  
February inflow was much above average.  Keyhole ended the month 2 feet below full. 
 
EASTERN COLORADO AREA OFFICE 
 
January precipitation and inflows varied over the Colorado-Big Thompson Project (CBT).  CBT storage 
in Lake Granby, Carter Lake, and Horsetooth Reservoir was 632,700 AF on February 29 which was 
69,700 AF above average and 78 percent of the total available storage capacity. 
 
January precipitation and inflows varied over the Fryingpan-Arkansas Project.  The EOM storage in the 
four reservoirs was 498,400 AF which was 25,200 AF higher than 1 year ago.   
 
MONTANA AREA OFFICE 
 
The accumulation of mountain snowpack across the state during February was very similar to January 
such that the bulk of the snow accumulation occurred during the second half of the month.  Not only did 
both months provide above average snowfall statewide, but southwest Montana saw improvement in 
February which was not the case in January.  East of the Divide, snowpack was 97 percent of average and 
89 percent of last year.  East of the divide, streamflows are forecast to be 95 percent of average. 
 
East of the Continental Divide, February mountain and valley precipitation was 108 percent of average 
and 97 percent of last year.  Inflows for the month of February ranged from 69 percent of average at 
Sherburne to 125 percent of normal at Clark Canyon. 
 
Storage content ranged from 41 percent of normal at Gibson Reservoir to 132 percent of normal at 
Sherburne Reservoir.  February EOM storage in Clark Canyon was 3rd highest on record. 
 
NEBRASKA-KANSAS AREA OFFICE 
 
Precipitation for the first 2 months of the calendar year is below normal at 11 of the 16 project dams, 
varying from 77 percent at Trenton Dam to 276 percent at Merritt Dam.  February precipitation at Merritt 
Dam was the greatest recorded at the site for the month. 
 



2 
 

Hugh Butler Lake continues to be maintained at historic low levels to reduce risk related to the 
embankment cracking discovered at Red Willow Dam in late 2009.  Bonny Reservoir continues at an 
historic low level as releases continue to be made for compact compliance. 
 
OKLAHOMA-TEXAS AREA OFFICE 
 
Extreme to exceptional drought conditions continue in Oklahoma and Texas.  February inflow was much 
below average at all reservoirs.  February EOM storage was below average for all reservoirs.  However, 
precipitation was much above average at Cheney Reservoir, Sanford Reservoir, Twin Buttes Reservoir, 
and Nasworthy Reservoir. 
 
WYOMING AREA OFFICE 
 
February precipitation was above average in all North Platte watersheds.  February EOM storage was 
above average for all North Platte reservoirs except Gray Reef and Guernsey Reservoirs. 
 
February precipitation was above average in the Bull Lake, Boysen, and Buffalo Bill watersheds.  Inflow 
was above average at Boysen and Buffalo Bill Reservoirs.  February EOM storage was above average for 
all basin reservoirs except Pilot Butte. 
 
CORPS OF ENGINEERS REPORT 
 
The Missouri River mainstem reservoir system enters the spring runoff season well prepared to capture 
spring runoff with slightly more than its full capacity of flood control storage available.  During the fall 
and winter of each year, the Corps completes the evacuation of stored flood water as part of its flood risk 
reduction efforts.  The mild winter allowed the Corps to make higher than normal releases throughout the 
winter.  Gavins Point releases have been set on 22,000 cfs since mid-December.  Normal winter release 
rates are near 17,000 cfs.  
 
System storage fell as low as 56.1 million acre feet (MAF) in late January, 0.7 MAF below the base of the 
annual flood control pool.  However, higher than normal reservoir inflows during the month of February 
filled up 0.4 MAF of the additional storage prior to March 1, the typical start of the runoff season.  Runoff 
above Sioux City totaled 1.6 MAF in February, 153 percent of normal.  This was due in part to a 
combination of high base flows from three consecutive years of above normal runoff and also warm 
temperatures which melted much of the river ice, freeing up water that usually flows into the reservoirs in 
March.   
 
The forecast for runoff above Sioux City for calendar year 2012 is 26.1 MAF, slightly above the normal 
of 24.8 MAF.  Mountain snowpack above Fort Peck is currently below normal at 93 percent of average.  
In the reach between Fort Peck and Garrison, mountain snowpack is tracking at 104 percent of average.  
This time last year, mountain snowpack was 110 and 107 percent of normal in the respective reaches.  
Traditionally, 79 percent of the peak mountain snowpack accumulation occurs by March 1. 
 
The spring pulses from Gavins Point Dam in March and May for the benefit of the endangered pallid 
sturgeon are not planned this year due in part to last year’s extensive flooding.  The pulses are part of the 
2003 Amended Biological Opinion of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  The opinion identified the 
pulses as part of the Reasonable and Prudent Alternative to avoid jeopardizing the continued existence of 
the endangered pallid sturgeon as required by the Endangered Species Act.  
 
The six Missouri River mainstem power plants generated 637 million kilowatt hours (kWh) of electricity 
in February, 117 percent of average.  The power plants are projected to generate 9.9 billion kilowatt hours 
during calendar year 2012.  The long-term average is approximately 10 billion kilowatt hours. 


