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HIGHLIGHTS FOR AUGUST 2012 
 
DAKOTAS AREA OFFICE 
 
For most of North Dakota, August was warmer and drier than normal.  Drought conditions in North 
Dakota are still turning to the worst.  North Dakota now has 9 percent of the state with normal conditions 
and 91 percent of the state in a drought. 
 
Edward Arthur Patterson Reservoir (Dickinson Dam) received 1.17 inches of precipitation, 76 percent of 
its 1.54 inch average and also had a monthly inflow of minus 634 acre-feet (AF), 0 percent of the 315 AF 
average which is the lowest inflow ever. 
 
August precipitation was below average for all reservoirs in South Dakota and Wyoming. 
 
August End of Month (EOM) elevation at Angostura Reservoir was below average.  August inflow was 
5th lowest in 59 years of record.  Angostura ended the month 12.1 feet below full. 
 
August EOM elevation at Keyhole Reservoir was much above average.  August inflow was 3rd lowest in 
59 years of record.  Keyhole ended the month 3.8 feet below full. 
 
EASTERN COLORADO AREA OFFICE 
 
August precipitation and inflows were below average over the Colorado-Big Thompson Project (CBT).  
CBT EOM storage in Lake Granby, Carter Lake, and Horsetooth Reservoir was 479,900 AF which was 
124,600 AF below average and 59 percent of the total available storage capacity. 
 
August inflows were well below average over the Fryingpan-Arkansas Project.  The EOM storage in the 
four reservoirs was 418,300 AF which was 101,900 AF lower than 1 year ago.   
 
MONTANA AREA OFFICE 
 
Precipitation across Montana during August was well below average.  Inflows for the month of August 
ranged from 50 percent of normal at Lake Elwell to 102 percent of normal at Sherburne. 
 
EOM storage content ranged from 20 percent of normal at Gibson Reservoir to 156 percent of normal at 
Sherburne.  End of August storage in Lake Elwell was the 10th highest ever recorded. 
 
NEBRASKA-KANSAS AREA OFFICE 
 
Precipitation for the calendar year is below normal at all 16 project dams, varying from 44 percent near 
Box Butte Dam to 90 percent at Lovewell Dam.  Medicine Creek and Davis Creek Dams recorded the 
lowest August precipitation since construction of the respective dams.  Trenton and Merritt Dams 
recorded the second lowest on record, and Virginia Smith Dam the third lowest on record. 
 
August computed inflow at Harlan County Lake was the third lowest recorded for the month since initial 
reservoir filling.  
 
EOM storage in Merritt, Calamus, and Davis Creek Reservoirs is the lowest ever recorded at the end of 
August. 
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OKLAHOMA-TEXAS AREA OFFICE 
 
August inflow was much below average at all reservoirs.  August EOM storage is below average at all 
reservoirs. 
 
WYOMING AREA OFFICE 
 
August precipitation was well below average in all North Platte watersheds.  The Pathfinder weather 
station in the Pathfinder and Glendo watersheds recorded the 3rd lowest August precipitation in 111 years 
of record.  August inflow was much below average for all major North Platte River Reservoirs.  The 
EOM storage for the North Platte system was below average. 
 
August precipitation was well below average in the Bull Lake, Boysen, and Buffalo Bill watersheds.  In 
the Boysen drainage, the weather stations at Burris and Dubois reported the lowest August precipitation 
of record.  August inflow was well below average at all Bighorn Basin reservoirs. 
 
CORPS OF ENGINEERS REPORT 
 
Drought conditions in the Missouri River Basin expanded during the month of August resulting in 
reduced inflows to the six Missouri River Mainstem reservoirs. 
 
Runoff into the Missouri River Basin above Sioux City, Iowa during the month of August was 64 percent 
of normal.  The calendar year runoff forecast is 20.7 million acre-feet (MAF) (83 percent of normal).  
Last month’s forecast was 21 MAF (85 percent of normal).  Last year’s historic runoff totaled 61 MAF 
above Sioux City, nearly 3 times more than this year. 
 
As a result, reservoir levels in the upper three large reservoirs, Fort Peck, Garrison and Oahe, fell 2 to 3.5 
feet during the month.  The total volume of water stored in the Missouri River Mainstem Reservoir 
System on September 1 was 54.2 MAF, down from 56.4 MAF on August 1. 
 
Although the runoff forecast continues to shift downward, there is enough water in the reservoir system to 
continue to provide good service to all eight of the congressionally authorized purposes for the remainder 
of the calendar year.  The purposes include flood control, navigation, hydropower, irrigation, water 
supply, water quality control, recreation, and fish and wildlife. 
 
The six mainstem power plants generated 1,106 million kilowatt hours of electricity in August.  Typical 
power generation for the month of August is 1,053 million kWh.  The power plants are projected to 
generate a 10.3 billion kWh of electricity this year, which is near the normal amount of 10 billion kWh 
hours. 


