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Indian Tribes and our commitments to island communities. 
 
The mission of the Bureau of Reclamation is to manage, develop, and protect 
water and related resources in an environmentally and economically sound 
manner in the interest of the American public.
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Abstract:  This Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) describes and analyzes the 
potential effects of the proposed Windy Gap Firming Project (WGFP) and four alternatives 
to the proposed project including the No Action alternative.  The WGFP includes 
construction of new water storage reservoirs that would allow more reliable water deliveries 
to Colorado’s Front Range and West Slope communities and industry from the existing 
Windy Gap Project.  Current Windy Gap facilities are unable to deliver the firm yield of 
water that was originally anticipated due to the limitations and constraints of the existing 
system.  The desired condition is to add water storage and related facilities to existing Windy 
Gap operations capable of delivering a firm annual yield of about 30,000 acre-feet (AF) to 
project participants.   

The proposed project is a collaborative effort among 14 water providers and users 
(participants) facilitated by the Municipal Subdistrict, Northern Colorado Water Conservancy 
District.  The improved yield from the proposed project would provide project participants 
with additional water supplies to meet a portion of their existing and future water demands. 

The FEIS evaluates five alternatives:  1) No Action; 2) Proposed Action – Chimney Hollow 
Reservoir (90,000 AF); 3) Chimney Hollow Reservoir (70,000 AF) and Jasper East Reservoir 
(20,000 AF); 4) Chimney Hollow Reservoir (70,000 AF) and Rockwell/Mueller Creek 
Reservoir (20,000 AF); 5) Dry Creek Reservoir (60,000 AF) and Rockwell/Mueller Creek 
Reservoir (30,000 AF).  Alternative 2, construction of Chimney Hollow Reservoir with 
prepositioning, along with associated operational changes developed as part of mitigation, is 
the Bureau of Reclamation’s preferred alternative. 

A Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) was issued on August 29, 2008.  This FEIS 
reflects public comments on the DEIS and has been prepared in compliance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act.  
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