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7.4. Land Use Effects at Project Sites

7.4.1. Alternative 1 — Enlargement of Ralph Price Reservoir —
No Action Alternative

The majority of land immediately adjacent to Ralph Price Reservoir has remained
undeveloped, open land under the ownership of the City of Longmont or the Forest
Service since the late 1950s when the original reservoir was constructed.

No specific reasonably foreseeable actions have been identified in the vicinity of
Ralph Price Reservoir. City-owned land will continue to be managed for protection of
municipal water supplies and recreation at Button Rock Preserve. Lands adjacent to city-
owned lands are publicly owned by either the Forest Service or Boulder County and land
uses in these areas are not expected to change. Scattered private lands in the vicinity of
Ralph Price Reservoir could be permitted in the future for a small number of single-
family residences. However, these lands lay within one of the more growth restrictive
areas of Boulder County, and large-scale subdivisions would not be permitted (Lornatos
2005). Thus, cumulative effects to regional land use and ownership are expected to be
minimal and surrounding land would remain mostly undeveloped.

7.4.2. Alternative 2 — Chimney Hollow Reservoir (90,000 AF) —
Proposed Action

Land uses in and around Chimney Hollow Reservoir have been affected by historical
livestock operations and nearby land development including construction of Carter Lake,
Flatiron Reservoir, and other C-BT facilities, Reclamation offices, rural residential
development, and roads. Increasingly, many lands throughout the northern Front Range
and in the vicinity of Chimney Hollow have been developed to support increased demand
for residential land uses. Private lands near the Chimney Hollow Reservoir site zoned
Open Lands, Estate, and FA1-Farming that were not included as part of the recent
approximate 1,700-acre purchase by Larimer County Parks and Open Land, are likely to
be converted from undeveloped, open land to residential and/or mixed land uses in the
future.

Reasonably foreseeable future development includes about 1,440 acres of land
located within about 5 miles of Chimney Hollow that were under county development
review for subdivision, dispersed residential development, commercial development,
and/or special review for a proposed change in land use (Figure 9). These developments
in combination with Chimney Hollow Reservoir would contribute to reductions in
agricultural and undeveloped open lands in the vicinity of the proposed reservoir.

The Chimney Hollow Open Space area, which would be located just west of the
proposed reservoir, would provide a variety of opportunities for hiking, biking,
picnicking, and wildlife viewing. Non-motorized recreation planned for Chimney
Hollow Reservoir would provide expanded recreation opportunities on Subdistrict lands
such as trails for hiking, boating, and angling (Larimer County-Subdistrict 2004). These
opportunities would provide positive cumulative addition to the recreational resources in
the area.
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7.4.3. Alternative 3 — Chimney Hollow Reservoir (70,000 AF)
and Jasper East Reservoir (20,000 AF)

Cumulative land use effects associated with the Chimney Hollow Reservoir are
similar to those described for Alternative 2.

Land uses at the Jasper East Reservoir site have historically included irrigated
pastureland; operation of the Willow Creek Canal, pump station, and forebay; and the
presence of County Road 40, which bisects the reservoir site. Much of the adjacent land
has remained open, undeveloped private land or publicly owned National Forest land.
Construction of Jasper East Reservoir would not contribute to urban or residential
development in the area. While no development is planned for lands immediately
adjacent to Jasper East Reservoir, about 980 acres of land less than 1 mile to the
northwest of the Jasper East Reservoir site is included as part of “C Lazy U Preserves,”
which would be subdivided into 35-acre parcels. In addition, about 1,590 acres are
planned for residential and commercial development southwest of the Town of Granby
(Figure 8). These developments, in addition to Jasper East Reservoir, would further
reduce agricultural and undeveloped open lands in the region.

7.4.4. Alternative 4 — Chimney Hollow Reservoir (70,000
AF) and Rockwell/Mueller Creek Reservoir (20,000
AF)

Cumulative land use effects associated with the Chimney Hollow Reservoir would be
the same as Alternative 2.

Land use at Rockwell/Mueller Creek Reservoir has historically included low-density
residential housing on the reservoir site and surrounding lands, property owner access
roads, grazing of a small number of horses, and adjacent county roads. About 4,770
acres of residential, commercial, and mixed development in the Granby Ranch area
would occur near the Rockwell Reservoir site (Figure 8). This development would
further reduce agricultural and undeveloped open lands in combination with
Rockwell/Mueller Creek Reservoir.

7.4.5. Alternative 5 — Dry Creek Reservoir (60,000 AF) and
Rockwell/Mueller Creek Reservoir (30,000 AF)

Cumulative land use effects at Rockwell/Mueller Creek are identical to those
described for Rockwell/Mueller Creek Reservoir in Alternative 4.

Private lands zoned as Open Lands, Estate-1, and FAL1- Farming near Dry Creek
Reservoir are likely to be developed in the future, and would displace open, undeveloped
land. Approximately 1,460 acres of land within about 5 miles of Dry Creek Reservoir
under county development review for subdivision, dispersed residential development,
and/or special review for a proposed change in land use could be developed (Figure 9).
These developments would further reduce agricultural and undeveloped open lands in the
vicinity of Dry Creek Reservaoir.
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