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AMENDED 2004

Preamble

The Trinidad Dam and Reservoir Pro;ect as reported in House Document No. 325, g4™ Congress
- 2d Session, and as authorized by the Flood Control Act of 1958, will be operated in such a
manner as to secure the greatest practicable benefits from the regulation and use of the flows of

.the Purgatoire River consistent with the laws and policies of the-State of Colorado and of the .

United States including the Arkansas River Compact. The objectives and principles governing
~ the operation of the Trinidad Dam and Reservorr Project to secure such beneﬁts are contamed
w1th1n the followmg art1c1es :
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The operatron of the Trinidad Dam and Reservoir 1nvolves the regulation of the Iows of the
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OBIECTIVES :

DEFINITION OF TERMS

FLOOD CONTROL

IRRIGATION, MUNICIPAL AND INDUSTRIAL

. FISHERY AND RECREATION
REVIEW AND AMENDMENT

Article 1- OBJECTIVES "

Purgatoire River for flood control, irrigation use, municipal and industrial use and recreatlon
including a permanent ﬁshery pool The pro;ect plan provrdes for: ‘ -

1. ‘Control of floods ongrnanng above the reservoir for beneﬁt of the City of Trinidad

and downstream reaches .

2. Optimum beneficial use of the avallable water for irrigation and mumc1pa1 and -

industrial uses (municipal and industrial hereinafter abbreviated M&I) within the

project area consistent with the protection o f d ownstream n on-project rights as'set

forth in House Document No. 325, 84th Congress, 2d Sessron which prov1des

(2) Transfer of the storage decree of The Model Land & Irrigation Company for

20,000 acre-feet annually from the present site to the: proposed Trinidad-

_ Reservorr

(b). Storage in the. Trinidad Reservoir of flood flows originating on the Purgatoire

River above the dam, which would otherwise spill from John Martin Reservoir.
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(c) Storace in Trnidad Reserv01r of the winter flows of the Purgatoire River
historically diverted for w1nter irrigation of project lands. -

3.©  The rnamtenance of a mlmmurn pool for enhancement of recreatlon and ﬁshery
values. | : : :
" 4. The constructton of the Trinidad Dam and Reseryo1r with the followmg allocated
: capacmes ' : :
Flood Control...........'.,....- ................ ........... ..... SI,OOt) acre-feet. o
Irrigation antl Mé&LI............. ........................ .20, OOO acre—feet
. 'Per.rnanent ﬁshety ncoi ............ SR 15 967 acre-feet |
“ Jotnt use * ......... 39 OOO acre-feet.”
_Total capacity.......... ..... ;..;..125 967 acre- feet :

* For irrigation, M&I and sedunent accumulation.

Article JT = DEFINITION OF TERMS

Definition of terms as used herein:

1.“Colorado State Engineer" means the Colorado State Engineer or such other

administrative agency having jurisdiction and control over the dlstnbutton of the waters -

of the State of Colorado

2. “Dlstnct” means the Puroatone River Water: Conservancy Dlstnct that entity created and

* existing under laws of the State of Colorado to contract for repayment to the United
States of an appropriate share of the project costs allocated to the irrigation and M&I use.
The District shall also be the agency responsible for the regulation of irrigation and M&I
water supphes w1th1n the Dlstrlct boundanes in the manner set forth therein.

3.“District Irrigable Area” means only 19 499 acres of the contracted lands lymt7 W1th1n the

District Boundaries.

4.“District Storage Right" means those rights under which the District may store water in
the irrigation capacxty for use w1th1n the District.

5.“District Water Supply” means that water supply of the :P'urgatoire River subject to

District administration for irrigation and M&I use Within the District, and which may be~
used to replace evaporation and seepage from the permanent fishery pool if rights to °

water stored in the irrigation capacity are acquired by the State of Colorado, Department
of Natural Resources, Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation, for such purpose.




6.“Flood Control" means the temporary storage of flood waters at any reservoir pool level

as necessary to alleviate flood d amages through the City of Trinidad and downstream
reaches o

7.4Flood Control Capacity" means the 51 ,000 acre-feet of capac1ty exclusively allocated to

flood control lying initially above m.s.l. reservoir elevation 6, 229 6.

8.“Irrigation Capacity” means the 20,000 acre-feetA of reservoir capacity allocated to

irrigation and M&I use plus -the unsedimented portion of the joint use capacity, and

which may be used to replace evaporation and seepage from the permanent fishery pool
if rights to water stored in the irrigation capacity are acquired by the State of Colorado,

Department of Natural Resources, Division. of Parks and Outdoor Recreation, for such
purpose. Use of the irrigation capacity to replace evaporation and seepage from the
permanent fishery pool shall not diminish the payment of the annual construction

charge by the District pursuant to Contract No. 7- 07 70-W0095, as.amended, between

the Dlstrrct and the United States.

9.“Irrigation Season' means that penod of the year, as determined annually by the District,

- 10.
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13.
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15.

during which water may be beneficially applied to the District irrigable area, less those

lands removed from irrigation, provided the irrigation season will not begin earlier .

than April 1 or end later than October 15, except as rnodrﬁed by the District W1th the
consent of the Secretary of Intenor '

“Non-Irrioation ‘Season" means that period of the year other than the irrigation seas'on |

“Operatlno Agency" means the U.S. Alrny Engmeer District, Albuquerque New
Mexico, Corps of Engmeers '

“Permanent” Fishery Pool” means the quantlty of water stored 1n the Permanent
Fishery Pool Capacxty ~

“Permanent Fishery Pool Capacity" means the 15 967 acre-feet of reservoir capac1ty
allocated to ﬁshery and recreation. ’

“Removed from irrigation” means District irrigable area for which the associated
consumptive use has been changed from irrigation to another type of use by decree or-

approval of the State Engineer.

“Reservoir" means the reservoir presently planned and authorized for construction on

the Purgatoire River above the City of Trinidad, Colorado.



16. “Reservoir Inflow” 1s to-be expressed in mean daily cubic feet per second of time and -
. means that total flow of water entering the reservoir comprising of measured flows at the
inflow gaging stations and other unmeasured inflows entering the reservoir, less such

flow .of water as may be acquired and imported into the Arkansas River Basin by the

State of Colorado for filling and maintaining the permanent fishery pool. ‘

17. “Unused Sediment Capacity" means that portion of the 39,000 acre-feet of reservoir
. capacity allocated to joint use but unoccupied by sediment at any given time.

" Article ni - FLOOD CONTROL

Tnmclad Reservoir shall be operated for flood control beneﬁts in accordance with regulat1ons

' prescnbed by the Secretary-of the Army and the following operatmo principles:

1. All potentially damagmg flood inflows shall be tem_p_eranly detained as necessary to
limit the flow insofar as possible to a non-damaging flow, currently estimated to be
5,000 c.f.s., downstream from the 'l"rinidad Reservoir.

2. All flood water stored in the flood control capacxty shall be released at the maximum
' non- damacmo rate msofar as practicable.

3. Any inflow, other than that stored for irrigation and M &I and p ermanent fishery
- pool use, temporarly retained below the bottom of the flood control capacity for
~ flood control purposes, shall be released by the operating agency at such a rate,
time, and quantity as may be ordered by the Colorado State Engineer, but within '
non—damagm0 flow in the channels below the reservoir.

ARTICLE IV— IRRIGATION MUNICIPAL AND INDUSTRIAL

' Adrmmstranon of the irrigation capacxty in Tnmdad Reserv01r and the distribution 6f water to .

the District irrigable area, to M&I uses within the District, and to replace evaporation and
seepage from the permanent fishery pool if rights to water stored in the irrigation capacity are
acquired by the State of Colorado, Department of Natural Resources, Division of Parks and
Outdoor Recreation, for such purpose, will be made by the District in accordance with House
Document No. 325, 84™ Congress, 2d Session, and these operating principles. Agreements, .

- satisfactory to the Secretary of the Interior, shall be entered into between the District and the

ditch companies and other owners of affected water nchts to 1nsure that these pnnmples and the
operation described herein shall be adopted. :

~. The principles and provisions under which the District will administer water supplies to the

District irrigable area, to M&I uses within the District, and to replace evaporation and seepage
from the permanent fishery pool if rights to water stored in the irrigation capacity are -
acquired by .the State of Colorado, Department of Natural Resources, Division of Parks and-

"Outdoor Recreation, for such purpose, are contained in the following four parts of this Article: .



“Water Rights,” “Limits of Land and Water Use v “Dlstrlct Water Supply,” and “Operatlon '
and Exercise of Water Rights.” _

A. Water Riczhts

Accomplishment of the féllowincr conditions is necessary under the laws of the State-
of Colorado to provide the District with the right to regulate the ﬂows of the
~ Purgatoire River in the manner described herem

1

The water users within the Distrlct shall assign the right to the exercise of all the -
decreed direct flow water rights within the District boundaries to the District for
administration by the District at such times and to the degree outlined in these -
principles. The right to the exercise of the following water rights, all in Water

04/30/1868 -

Water Division No. 2

Contracting User

‘Baca -
“Chicosa, Lujan & North51de
- Johns Flood :
. Chililz

El Moro Water Users
E1 Moro

Johns Flood

Hoehne '
Enlarged South Side
Johns Flood '
R. Lacy

Johns Flood

- ‘Hoehne

R. Lacy

R.Lacy

Johns Flood

. Hoehne
‘R.Lacy

R. Lacy

Johns Flood -
R.Lacy

Enlarged South Side

District No. 19, shall be so assigned.
- Direct Flow Rights

Contracted

Pronty Amount
Number  Date (cfs)
3 11/30/1861 = 4.00
3 11/30/1861 2.00 -
5 03/20/1862 - 4.00
7 . 04/30/1862 7.00
8 11/15/1862 1.55
8 11/15/1862 2.18

9 101/01/1863 1.28 -
9 01/01/1863 4.72
12 06/30/1863 0.50
13 01/01/1864 1.25°
13 .01/01/1864 = - 3.75
15 1 04/10/1864 5.10.
15 04/10/1864 1 0.80
15 04/10/1864 = . 0.847
19 06/01/1865 = 4.00 .

20 - 10/07/1865 7.35
20 10/07/1865 - 16.65°

21 01/01/1866 325
22 02/01/1866 J1.34
27  05/31/1866 2.25
27 05/31/1866 0.75
40 , 1.401

o. 77 cfs abandoned 0.63 cis remains
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2 Waters of the Purgatoue River shall be stored by the District in the irrigation
capacxty of Trinidad Reservoir under rights created under Colorado law; said

| Priority
- Number Date

64 04/01/1873
73 11/01/1875
74 02/17/1876
75 - 12/25/1876
77 03/11/1877
77 03/11/1877 -
80 . 04/07/1877
93 12/15/1882
95 11/04/1883

96 11/23/1883
98 04/30/1884
103 06/21/1886
104 10/21/1886

. 106 03/12/1887
108~ 02/15/1888
109 03/01/1888

145 10/20/1902
168 01/22/1908

06/12/1920.

Contracted
CAmount

(cfs)

2.40
6.00
34.00
4.00
1.30
270 .
18.60
4.00
14.39
16.84
60.00 -
14.73
10.00
15.00
1970
8.00
100.00 -
200.00
45.56

Contracting User

"Johns Flood

Enlarged South Side
Enlarged South Side -
Enlarged South Side
El Moro '

- El Moro Water Users |
* Enlarged South Side

Enlarged South Side

Chicosa, Lujan & Northside .

Enlarged South Side.
Enlarged South Side .

. Chicosa, Luj an & Northside

R.Lacy

- Chicosa, Lﬁjan & Northside

Enlarged South Side

'Enlarged South Side

Johns Flood

" Model

Chlcosa Lujan & Northside

rights, defined as the District storage right, include: -

a) The Model storage right, being the right to store 20,000 acre-feet of water
from the flows of the Purgatoire River, under reservoir priority No. 10 in
Water District No. 19 at a rate of flow not exceeding 700 cubic feet per
second of time under date of appropriation of January 22, 1908, as decreed by
the District Court of Las Animas County, Colorado, on January 12,1925, -
which right shall, by appropriate statutory proceedings be transferred from fhe '
place of storage as originally decreed to the 51te of the reservoir; and

b) “Such other rights to store water in the reservoir as the District may lawfully
acquire by appropriation or purchase.

.-
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B. Limits of Land and Water Use

In order that the Trinidad Dam and Reservoir PI‘O_] ect may provide an optimum beneficial
use of water for irngation, and M&I uses within the District, and to replace evaporation

and seepage from the permanent fishery pool if rights to water stored in the irrigation -

capacity are acquired by the State of Colorado, Department of Natural Resources, Division
of Parks and ‘Outdoor Recreation, for such purpose, the following hm1tat10ns on land and
water use shall apply: : :

1. - The acreage irrigated by the District Watef supply shall be limited to the District
irrigable area, less those lands removed from irrigation. The District irrigable

area shall be composed as nearly as practicable of the acreage 1dent1ﬁed In contracts

with the Dlstrlct under individual ditches: -

- Picketwire - 4 © . 24147 acres

Baca - ' . 319.6 acres
Chilili o 300.0 acres

- El Moro ' R 176.9 acres

~ Johns Flood . L 2,170.7 acres = -

Model L ' - 7,028.8 acres
Enlarged South.Side - 6,299.6 acres.
Hoehne . : o : 1,200.0 acres
Bumns & Duncan . o 229.7 acres
Lewelling & McCormick _ 467.9 acres

- atotal 0of 20,607.9 contract acres.

2. . The District shall prowde notice each year, pnor to June 1, to the State of Kansas, -
" the Bureau of Reclamation, and other parties making a written request, of lands .

expected to be irrigated. Such notice shall include a map and a tabulation of said
lands, both showing tracts, their acreage and location. Any interested party may

. conduct field inspections related to the District irrigable Area, and the District
shall cooperate w1th the party in the conduct of such 1nspect1ons

The District shall implement substantive procedures to verify each year that no
more than the District Irrigable Area, less lands removed from-irrigation, are

irrigated in that year. The District shall prepare a report each year including a-

tabulation showing tracts, acreage and location of lands irrigated in that year. The

District shall provide the report to the State of Kansas, the Bureau of"

Reclamation, and other part1es makmo a wntten request, by February 1 of the
following year. :

3. All water deliveries to the District ir'rigable area, less those lands removed -

from irrigation, will be limited during the irrigation s eason to. the irrigation
requirements at the farm headgate as determined by the District. Allowance for






APPROVAL OF AN AMENDMENT TO THE OPERATING PRINCIPLES FOR THE
TRINIDAD DAM AND RESERVOIR PROJECT REGARDING STOCK WATERING
DURING THE NON-IRRIGATION SEASON AND ACREAGE VERIFICATION,

DECEMBER 10, 2002. - ’

Chairman, ArKansas River Compact Administration

Q//ZMN o

; ’ Date
Purgatoire River Water Conservancy District
Date
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation

{ Date

State of Kansas

”@zﬁ/ KM Date /2/2¢/00

| U8, Army Corps of Engineers
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APPROVAL OF AN AMENDMENT TO THE OPERATING PRINCIPLES FOR THE
TRINIDAD DAM AND RESERVOIR PROJECT REGARDING STOCK WATERING
DURING THE NON-IRRIGATION SEASON AND ACREAGE VERIFICATION,

DECEMBER 10, 2002. -

f@o/,ém\ I

_Chalrman Arkaffsas River Compact Administration ) L/[(/(JL

Date
Purggtgire River Water Conservancy District » /_ﬁ/& 7/@ %
v | S | 77 *

U.S. Bureau of Reclamation

Date

State _of Kansas

| Date -

U.S. Army Corps of Engincers
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APPROVAL OF AN AMENDMENT TO THE OPERATING PRINCIPLES FOR THE
TRINIDAD DAM AND RESERVOIR PROJECT REGARDING STOCK WATERING
DURING THE NON-IRRIGATION SEASON AND ACREAGE VERIFICATION,
.DECEMBER 10, 2002. -

(e ' Date
Chairmar, Akansas River Compact Administration J 7/?//5 at
Date

Purgatoire River Water Conservancy District

JW%@@ o | Da;:e//3/03

. Bureauof Reclamation

Date
State of Kansas '

| Date

{ U.S. Ar ﬁ“y Gefps of Engineers
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DE’“EMBER 11, 2001 RESOLUTION OF THE
- ARKANSAS RIVER COMPACT ADMINISTRATION

~ [CONCERNING AN AMENDMENT TO THE OPERATING PRINCIPLES FOR THE
"TRINIDAD DAM' AND RESERVOIR PROJECT REGARDING STOCK WATERING
DURING THE NON-IRRIGATION SEASON AND ACREAGE VERIFICATION]

The Operating Principles Trinidad Dam and Reservoir Project are hereby amended as follows: |

I Paragraph 2(a) of Article IV. D. is temporarily amended to read as follows:
2. District Operation. Non-irrigation Season

(a) During those penods of the non-irrigation season in 2001 and 2002 the Dlstnct will
pLOVLde an allowance for stock Vvatt‘:r‘uxg purpOses of not more than 1,200 acre-feet
measured at the headgates of the ditches diverting water for stock watering purposes. If
the stream gains below the Trinidad Dam are insufficient to fulfill the allowance, an
equivalent volume of reservoir inflow may be released to satisfy stock water demands
within the allowance; provided, the stock water allowance shall not be used for irrigation
purposes. The maximum daily quantity released may be up to, but shall not exceed, the
total reservoir inflow on the previous day and shall not count as water stored under the -
District Storage Right. No other diversions by Project ditches shall be allowed prior to

April 1 0f 2002 or after Oct. 15, 2002.

-* A report of reservoir releases and diversions for stock watering operations by the .
Colorado State Engineer will be provided within 30 days of the end of the non-irrigation
season, and upon request, reports on specific operations, to the Water Commissioner of
the Garden City ﬁeld ofﬁce of the Division of Water Resources, Kansas Department of
Agrlculture , '

IL. Insert at the end of the last paragraph of Article IV.B.1. the following additional paragraph:
The District shall implement substantive procedures to verify, on an ongoing basis, that
no more than 19,717 acres of the District Irrigable Area are irrigated in 2002 (“acreage
limitation™). The procedures shall be sufficient to allow the other signatories to the -
Operating Principles to identify the particular parcels under irrigation and to determine

~ compliance with the acreage limitation from documentauon that shallbe prowded bythe
District. :

‘The provisions of this Amendment shall not be effective until the date the Amendment has been

approved by each and all of the five signatories to the Operating Principles, as demonstrated by the
respective signatures to be attached to this Resolution, and confirmation of the effective date being
provided to all other signatory parties by the US Bureau of Reclamation. The provisions of this

- amendment shall terminate and revert to those provisions in effect prior to December 11, 2001 on

December 31, 2002, or sooner if subsequently amended by all of the signatory parties.

Approved and adopted by the Arkansas Rlver Compact Admlmstratlon at its December 11, 2001

Annual Meeting.

Aurelio Sisneros, Chairman
Arkansas River Compact Administration
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