SECTIONEIGHT Summary and Conclusions

The intentional drawdown of the reservoir to repair the Horsetooth Dams has provided an
opportunity to document and eval uate the numerous cultural resources, mostly historic sites, that
are found in the valley that now contains Horsetooth Reservoir. Three historic properties (i.e.,
those considered eligible for the National Register of Historic Places) were intensively
investigated. These investigations were guided by an explicit research design and data recovery
plan, and the sites were methodically excavated. Each site yielded a plethora of information
about its age, function, and relationship with surrounding communities.

5LR9949 is a quarry with associated processing facilities, located at the northern end of
Horsetooth Reservoir, near the mouth of Eltuck Bay. Two intersecting trenches were excavated
across the length and breadth of the site. One trench intersected seven contiguous rooms, while
the second trench crossed an open areain front of those rooms. A enclosed well also lies at the
edge of this open area. Historic records and artifactual data indicate that quarry operations
probably began at this location sometime after 1905, and the period of most intensive activity at
the site occurred between 1920 and 1934. The focus of these activities was industrial, conducted
by individuals who left behind ample evidence of the work they performed and the meals they
ate on site. The Site is suggested to be eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic
Places under criterion d. Despite the extensive excavations already conducted, the site is likely
to yield additional important information about the local history, particularly the stone quarrying
theme.

5LF9961 is atrash dump, located on the western side of Horsetooth Reservoir at its southern
end. One half of its contents were removed and the artifacts contained therein enumerated.
Historical records are mute about when the dump was established, but the oldest artifacts
recovered from the dump date as early as 1886 and the latest to 1949. The mean age range for
al artifactsis 1922-1941. Most of the artifacts from the site are related to subsistence pursuits
and simply corroborate its principal function of trash discard. The excavations have probably
exhausted the information potential of the site, and the site may no longer be eligible for listing
in the National Register. At thistime, further archaeological work at the site is considered
unnecessary.

5LR9974 is the site of the Wathen Ranch and the second location of the Stout Post Office. Four
trenches were excavated across the site, and the results were used to select appropriate locations
for six excavation units. Historical records inform us that the land on which this site is found
was homestead in 1894 and it was actively used until the Horsetooth Dams were completed in
1949 and the reservoir started filling. A small sample of artifacts collected from the site capture
the early years (i.e., 1895-1920) of the ranch’s history. Because the artifact sample is small, its
information content is limited. The excavations exposed the foundations of two buildings, which
are believed to correspond to the locations of a* Stone House” and a*“ Stone Shed” that are
shown on ahistoric (1940s era) map. The site is suggested to be eligible for the National
Register under criterion d. Despite the extensive excavations that have already been conducted,
the siteislikely to yield additional important information about the local history, particularly the
farming and ranching theme.

In addition to excavations at the three sites, information on historic construction patterns at
Horsetooth Reservoir was gathered and compared with modern construction methods. This
comparison was useful in interpreting the archaeol ogical manifestations of these construction
activities.
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