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Summary of Impacts from the Proposed Action

Affected Resources

Proposed Action

hydropower generation at the Shoshone Power Plant.

o Changes in the diversions through Homestake Tunnel could result in minor adverse short-term impacts to
hydropower generation at the Mt. Elbert Power Plant.

e Changes in the timing of substitution releases from the Williams Fork Reservoir may result in minor adverse
short-term impacts to hydropower generation at the Williams Fork Reservoir Power Plant.

Water Quality

River basins: Upper Colorado River
and South Platte River

Flow changes would have negligible effects to the Upper Colorado River Basin or the South Platte River Basin,

Agquatic Resources and Special Status Species

River basins: Blue River, Williams
Fork River, Muddy Creek, Colorado
River, Eagle River, and South Platte
River

Flow changes would have riegligible effects to aquatic resources.

Special status fish species in the
Colorado River Basin

Flow changes in the Colorado River downstream of the confluence with the Eagle River would have no adverse
effect on the endangered fish species along the Colorado River (no effect).

Wetlands and Riparian Resources and Special Status Species

River basins: Blue River, Williams
Fork River, Muddy Creek, Colorado
River, Eagle River, and South Platte
River

Flow changes would have negligible effects to wetlands and riparian resources.

Special status species associated with
wetland and riparian areas

Flow changes would have no impact (no effect) on the adjacent riparian/wetland habitats that sustain special status
species in the Study Area.

Recreation

Recreational activities, including:
fishing, rafting, kayaking, and boating

Because of the infrequent occurrence of substitution-related changes in stream flow, and the generally modest
changes predicted to occur during those infrequent events, impacts to recreation are anticipated Lo be negligible.

Socioeconomics

Economic benefits related to
recreational opportunities and
economic value of available water

supply

¢ Minimal flow changes would have no discernable effect on recreation opportunities, such as fishing.
Consequently, the economic benefits to Summit County from river and lake-related recreation activity are not
anticipated to be affected.

e The new waler supply (250 AF of water from Upper Blue Reservoir each year to a West Slope Account for use
by the River District’s marketing program and its contractees) in Summit County would satisfy a portion of the
needed supply to meet anticipated growth in demands. The benefits from this new supply would likely be
greater than the contract price.




