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Response to Comment 1 
Reclamation does not agree.  The purpose of the action is to meet the “comprehensive water quality and quantity needs of the 
Red River Valley” [DWRA (Dakota Water Resources Act) Section 8(c) (2) (A)] through year 2050.  The needs  are defined by 
DWRA as MR&I (municipal, rural, and industrial) water supplies, water quality, aquatic environment, recreation, and water 
conservation measures [DWRA Section 8(b)(2)].  Through the use of hydrology modeling Reclamation determined that the Red 
River Valley would have significant water shortages now and in the future if a drought similar to the 1930s would occur. 
 
Reclamation evaluated these needs in the Needs and Options Report (Final Report on Red River Valley Water Needs and 
Options),which is a needs assessment and engineering study. A multi-step process was used to identify alternatives for further 
study in the DEIS (draft environmental impact statement).  Alternatives were formulated through a systematic process using 
public involvement, technical information, interdisciplinary and interagency discussions, and professional judgment.  NEPA 
(National Environmental Policy Act) and Council on Environmental Quality regulations require agencies to evaluate a range of 
reasonable alternatives. To be considered reasonable, an alternative must: 1) meet the identified purpose and need for action, to a 
large degree and 2) be practical and feasible from a technical and economic standpoint.  Reclamation has met the appropriate 
standards. 
 
Response to Comment 2 
Reclamation reviewed and considered the proposal described in the Houston Engineering report.  The Houston Engineering 
report concludes that under both water demand options evaluated the proposed storage reservoir would be depleted by 1936 in a 
1930’s-type drought.  This would leave the Project (Red River Valley Water Supply Project) without a water source for the 
remained of a decade-long drought, or another 4 years.  This is an unacceptable water supply situation; therefore, the proposed 
storage project does not appear to be a feasible alternative for the Project.     
 
Response to Comment 3  
The Needs and Options Report is an assessment of needs and an engineering study to develop potential options for the Project.  
The DEIS evaluates and documents potential impacts of the proposed Project.  We note that the statutory provisions of NEPA 
(and the Council on Environmental Quality’s regulations implementing NEPA) do not require assessment of environmental 
impacts within the territory of a foreign country.  However, as a voluntary measure, the  DEIS includes information on impacts of 
the proposed action that may affect areas within Canada solely because of the unique aspects of the Project (including, for 
example, an alternative that involves a lake straddling the international border). 
 
As for the White Earth Tribe and Red Lake Band of Chippewa, we have communicated with both tribes via correspondence and 
have offered to meet with both tribes.  We have met with the Red Lake Band Tribal Council.  A representative of the Lake Band 
of Chippewa Band has attended Technical Team and Cooperating Agency Team meetings.  A public hearing on the DEIS was 
initiated on February 17 on the Red Lake Reservation, but at Chairman Jourdain’s request was rescheduled and held again on 
March 6, 2006.   
 
All Federal agencies, including Reclamation, have a government-to-government relationship with U.S. tribes.  Tribes recognized 
by the U.S. government are to be respected as sovereign governments and federal agencies have a trust responsibility to respect 
this sovereignty by protecting and maintaining rights reserved by or granted to tribes or individual Indians by treaties, statutes, 
and executive orders.  ITAs (Indian Trust Assests), such as lands, minerals, forest products, hunting rights, fishing rights, and 
water rights, are addressed in the DEIS in chapters four and five and in Appendix L. 
 
Response to Comment 4  
Reclamation initiated consultation on ITAs with the five North Dakota tribes - Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa, Spirit Lake 
Sioux, Three Affiliated Tribes, Standing Rock Sioux, and Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate.  Consultation began with a letter that 
included the Notice of Intent to Prepare an EIS and invited their participation in scoping meetings.  As project alternatives were 
refined, Reclamation determined that other tribes needed to be consulted and consequently developed a Tribal Action Plan to 
address consultation with these other tribes. 
 
The plan identified four tribes in the Red River Basin, 25 tribes in the Missouri River Basin, and one tribe that spans both basins 
(Sisseton-Wahpeton Nation).  The tribes that are either wholly or partially within the Red River Basin are the Turtle Mountain 
Band of Chippewa and Spirit Lake Sioux in North Dakota, the Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate, which spans the North and South 
Dakota border, and the Red Lake Band of Chippewa and the White Earth Band of Chippewa in Minnesota.  The White Earth 
Band of Ojibwe is part of the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe, which is a federally recognized central tribal government for six of the 
Minnesota Chippewa bands; the Red Lake Band is not a part of the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe. 
 
Reclamation contacted the tribes in writing, followed by telephone calls.  Reclamation requested that the tribes identify any ITAs 
that could be affected by the alternatives and invited them to meet and consult on impacts to any potentially affected ITAs.  Only 
the Red Lake Band of Chippewa requested a meeting.  The other tribes stated they were not interested or wanted to be kept 
informed and possibly comment later, or did not respond. 
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