
New York Canal
Canal Assessment Session – Denver, Colorado
May 14, 2008

View from Boise River Diversion Dam



New York Canal 

• Boise River Diversion Dam, 7 miles 
southeast of Boise to Lake Lowell, 
4 miles southwest of Nampa



New York Canal  Past Performance

• Features – 40 miles, 2,800 cfs, 8 feet 
deep, 40’ bottom width  

• Has operated for a hundred years –
(1906-08, enlarged 1909-12)

• Construction practices – horsepower!

• Past Failures
– 1917, 1955

• Current condition

• Recent scares
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New York Canal  Past Performance (cont.)
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New York Canal  Encroachment
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2000



• Mile post 2.5 to Mile Post 10.8
– 3-25-08

• Healey Rd. to Vista Ave. then I-84 to Gowen Rd.  (no water in canal)
– 5-2-08

• Vista Ave. to Gowen Rd.  (≈2,350 ft3/s in canal)

New York Canal  Special Review



• “Annual Physical”
• Vegetation
• Historical seepage areas
• Cracking and buckling of lining

New York Canal  Special Review 3-25-2008



New York Canal  Special Review 5-2-2008

• Encroachment of ROW
• No burrowing animals
• Conclusion: Provides a 

general indication of 
condition

• Fresh eyes may identify 
new areas of concern



• Comments on “Special 
Review”
– Checklist is a superficial review
– Issues already known
– Assistance with technical 

investigation of issues needed

Boise Project Board of Control



• Bacon Property
– Seepage
– Drain(s)

• Base of retaining wall
– Observation Wells
– Engineering Management
– Cost

Boise Project Board of Control
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• Encroachments
– Make our job even more difficult
– Difficult enforcement for districts 

and Reclamation
– Cities and Counties cannot be 

depended upon
– Toe of embankments even more 

difficult to protect
– Need bigger enforcement hammer

Boise Project Board of Control
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• Annual Maintenance
– Post season inspection
– Lining replacement
– AquaLastic™ Sealant

Boise Project Board of Control  
Operation and Maintenance


